
 

Affected Rules: None 

MEMORANDUM 

To:   Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From:  Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management 

Date:  September 2024 

Subject:  Staff Report – Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council Update 
 
Purpose:  Report on the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s June and August 2024 meetings. 
 
Why:  Keep Commissioners apprised of Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Council) items 
relevant to Florida’s fisheries in Gulf federal waters. 
 
Top Points: 

1) FWC issued Executive Orders (EOs) to modify the 2024 recreational season for gag grouper and 
greater amberjack in Gulf state waters, consistent with federal seasons, to help rebuild the stocks.    

2) In June, NOAA Fisheries sent a letter to the Council indicating lane snapper is subject to 
overfishing and the Council is considering modifying management measures to reduce harvest.  

3) Based on stakeholder requests, the Council is considering removing the recreational 20-fathom 
shallow-water grouper seasonal closure and modifying the federal for-hire red snapper season.  
 

Interested Parties:  Those who fish for federally-managed species, seafood dealers and retailers, fishing 
tackle manufacturers and retailers, and others with interests in fish stocks in Gulf federal waters. 
 
Summary: Gulf gag grouper and greater amberjack are overfished and undergoing overfishing and are 
currently under rebuilding plans with small quotas.  To constrain harvest, the Council modified the greater 
amberjack recreational season to be open from September 1 – October 31 and the gag grouper recreational 
season to open September 1 and close when NOAA projected the quota to be met.  For the 2024 Gulf gag 
season, NOAA Fisheries set the season to Sept. 1 – Sept. 15 in Gulf federal waters to account for a 
significant overage that occurred in 2023.  Given the poor stock status and the level of harvest that occurs in 
Gulf state waters for both species, FWC issued EOs to modify the 2024 gag grouper and greater amberjack 
recreational season in Gulf state waters, consistent with the federal season.   
 
NOAA Fisheries also announced that lane snapper is subject to overfishing as harvest has exceeded quotas 
over the past several years. To prevent early closures and reduce the risk of overfishing, the Council is 
considering modifying the recreational size and bag limit.  The Council also discussed the removal of the 
recreational 20-fathom shallow-water grouper closure and modifying the federal for-hire red snapper 
season.  Currently, recreational harvest of gag, red grouper, scamp, yellowmouth grouper, black grouper, 
and yellowfin grouper is prohibited seaward of 20-fathoms from February 1 – March 31.  However, some 
recreational stakeholders have expressed that this closure is ineffective at protecting spawning grouper due 
to the lack of awareness of the regulations by recreational anglers and enforcement limitations.  Lastly, 
NOAA Fisheries is responsible for setting the federal for-hire red snapper season.  Based on the current 
federal regulations, the season cannot open prior to June 1, however, some stakeholders have expressed that 
having the opportunity to fish earlier in May would be preferred over adding fishing days at the end of 
August.   
  
Staff Recommendation:  No direction is requested at this time. Input on Council items is welcomed. 
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter:  CJ Sweetman, Section Leader, Division of Marine Fisheries Management 


