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School Fishing Program Registration Rules and Guidelines

WHAT IS THE SCHOOL FISHING PROGRAM

The FWC supports fishing clubs at Florida brick-and-mortar schools with students interested in fishing 
by providing the schools with the necessary gear and information to educate and engage students in 
responsible fishing activities. Each school year, the FWC will provide selected schools with a toolkit.  
All toolkits include digital school fishing curriculum, fishing regulations, and educational materials.  
Toolkits may also include printed copies of educational materials and equipment such as fishing 
rods, tackle boxes, and assorted tackle supplied by agency partners, upon request by the school and 
subject to availability .

PURPOSE

The School Fishing Program supports schools with students interested in learning how to become 
effective, conservation-minded anglers. This goal is accomplished by providing the schools with 
resources to teach students about ethical angling, conservation, Florida’s aquatic habitats, basic 
fishing gear, and general fishing concepts to help create confident and responsible anglers. 

ELIGIBILITY

Interested schools must meet the eligibility requirements below to be considered for the program.

Eligibility Criteria:

•  In-person brick-and-mortar public, private, and charter elementary, middle, and/or high 
school with a fishing club. Private schools must be registered with the Florida Department of 
Education (DOE) .

•  All school clubs must have an adult sponsor . A sponsor must be a school employee or 
registered volunteer.  In the event the sponsor is no longer affiliated with the school, the school 
must appoint a replacement sponsor .

•  A minimum of 5 participating students .

•  All school clubs must be approved by the school administration .  A letter of support from the 
school’s principal or assistant principal must be submitted with the registration form.

REGISTRATION PERIOD

The registration period for the School Fishing Program will open on August 20 and close on 
September 30. The FWC will announce the registration period via a news release and social media 
post(s). The FWC will also notify eligible participants who have contacted the FWC about the 
program . 

The registration period announcement will include information regarding the registration form, 
deadline(s), and the total number of schools that may receive fishing equipment for the given school 
year. Any updates to the School Fishing Program will be posted on the FWC website,  
MyFWC .com/SchoolFishing . 

https://myfwc.com/education/programs/school-fishing/?redirect=schoolfishing
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REGISTRATION FORM SUBMISSION

All registration forms must be submitted by the school sponsor on behalf of the school .  Any form 
without the required letter of support or information under Sections I and II on the registration form 
shall be considered incomplete, and the school shall be ineligible for the selection process. 

All registration forms must be submitted by no later than 5:00 p .m . (EST) on the last day of the 
Registration Period, September 30.  Registration forms may be submitted by completing the online 
form or by downloading the PDF form and e-mailing the completed PDF to R3Fishing@myfwc.com.  
The online and PDF forms can be found on the FWC website at MyFWC.com/SchoolFishing. 

SELECTION PROCESS

The FWC will select schools on a first-come, first-served basis, as determined by receipt of a 
complete registration form, with a set number of the total schools that may receive equipment 
reserved for Title I and Title III schools. The registration period announcement will specify the number 
of reservations for Title I and III schools .  If the number of reservations for Title I and III schools 
exceeds the number of such schools that registered, the remaining reservations will be open to the 
rest of the eligible schools that registered for the program .

The FWC will notify selected schools during the first week of October by emailing the sponsor at the 
contact information provided on the registration form .

TOOLKIT DISTRIBUTION PROCESS

Upon completing the registration form, schools will receive the digital school fishing curriculum, fishing 
regulations, and educational materials via email at the sponsor’s address.  Equipment and/or printed 
educational materials, if requested by the school on the registration form, will be distributed to schools 
following the selection process.  All equipment and materials will be mailed directly to the selected 
schools at the address listed on each registration form.  No equipment or materials will be mailed to 
the sponsors.  All equipment and materials must remain with the school, even if the initial sponsor(s) 
who applied is no longer affiliated with the school. 
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Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission

MyFWC .com

School Fishing Program Registration Form

Section I – School Information

a . School Name:

b . School Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

c. Is your school classified as Title I under the ESSA*? Yes No

d . Is your school classified as Title III under the ESSA*? Yes No

*Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

Section II – Primary Club Sponsor Information

a . Name: b . Position:

c . Email: d . Phone:

Section III – Secondary Club Sponsor Information

a . Name: b . Position:

c . Email: d . Phone:

Section IV – Club/Team Information & Activities

a. Is this a new club or an ongoing club that has been established for at least one (1) year?

 New Ongoing

b. If ongoing, how many years has your school fishing club been established?

c. How many students do you estimate will be involved in your school fishing club this year?

d. During which semester(s) will your school fishing club be active?Please select all that apply.

 Fall Spring
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e. Which type of fishing tournaments does your club plan to participate in?  

Please select all that apply. 

FWC’s School Fishing Virtual Tournament

Tournament(s) hosted by your club

Other in-person local tournaments

Other virtual tournaments

None of the above

f. Does your club plan to host a fishing clinic to teach new anglers outside of your club members?

Yes No

Section V – Support

a. Which of the following is your school fishing club requesting?

Please select all that apply.

Printed educational materials

Fishing equipment

Section VI – Applicant’s Signature

School Sponsor

Name:  Signature:
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