TRX — ; s RGN T e e )

;R_“evfi»sions to Bear Related

This presentation is a follow up item on the direction staff received from
Commissioners at their February 2015 meeting.



Requesting Commission Action

= Notice to Publish Proposed Rule Amendments:
v Bear, Fox, and Raccoon Feeding Rule 68A-4.001(3)
v’ Bear Conservation Rule 68A-4.009
v' Bear Depredation Permit Program

= Policy position:
v’ Comprehensive Waste
Management Policy Paper

In this presentation, FWC staff is requesting Commission approval to publish a
Notice of Proposed Rule for amendments to the Bear Feeding and the Bear
Conservation rules, which would include a Bear Depredation Permit Program. In
addition, staff will provide a brief update on efforts to create a Comprehensive
Waste Management Policy Paper and resolution as directed by the Commission

in February.



Public Engagement (As of 3/17/15)

= Online website: >500 comments

7 Bear Stakeholder Group meetings: >90 participants

2 Public webinars: >?7?? participants

2 Petitions: >35,000 signatures

Calls, emails, and letters
>150 calls
>300 emails
>20 letters

FWC staff has engaged the public on bear management issues in a variety of ways.
Staff created a website where the public could submit their comments on any of the
bear-related topics covered at the February Commission Meeting. FWC traveled
around the state to meet with 7 different Bear Stakeholder Groups to get regional
feedback. In addition, staff held two public webinar meetings, which gave people the
opportunity to share their thoughts with FWC over the phone and online. The public
also reached out to FWC with 2 petitions, one with over 1,500 signatures and
another with over 34,000 signatures, as well as telephone calls, emails, and letters.



Comments on Feeding Rule

New language will help reduce conflicts

Create separate rule for bears

= Strong support for education

In general, people were encouraged by the proposed changes in the feeding rule
language and felt it would help reduce conflicts. Many people commented that they
thought that bears should have their own feeding rule, separate from coyote, fox,
and raccoon. There was strong support for FWC to continue its educational
approach to help people understand the repercussions of feeding wildlife, and that
the rule changes would help that educational process. In interactions with the
public, it became clear there was a need to clarify when people might be in violation
of this rule.



Feeding Rule Changes

= Remove ‘black bear' from the list of species
= Add ‘coyote’ to the list of species

= Add new subsection specifically for black bears

Staff is recommending to add coyote to the fox and raccoon feeding prohibition
subsection and to add a new subsection that specifically deals with bears. Coyotes
are attracted to human-provided foods such as garbage, as well as prey on other
animals attracted to human-provided foods. Bears would have their own specific
rule in a new subsection similar to the current rule language. To provide clarity of
understanding for the new rule, the Division of Law Enforcement will provide a
guidance document to officers, who in turn can assist the public in having a better
understanding of what constitutes a potential violation. Education through personal
interactions and warnings will be critical to this effort.

The full text of the proposed changes is included as a separate background
document for this item.



Bear Conservation Rule Comments

= General Rule
v" Supportive of changes
= Bear Depredation Permit
v’ Permit option helpful
v’ Offer technical assistance
¥ Good suggestions to improve
language

People were supportive of the language changes proposed for the bear
conservation rule, specifically those that will now allow local law enforcement and
other responders to scare bears without a permit (hazing). People were supportive
of the depredation permit program. They assisted staff in both rule and procedure
language to clarify the program intent and how it would be implemented. Some felt
there would be a need for technical assistance to people who were requesting a

permit.
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Bear Conservation Rule Changes

= Remove ‘Florida' from all bear references
* Remove duplicative language

= Remove need for permit to haze bears

FWC staff is recommending removal of the word ‘Florida’ from all bear references to
be consistent with existing rules (all of which use ‘black bear’ not ‘Florida black
bear’) and for clarity in enforcement. Staff also is recommending removal of some
duplicative language that is already covered under the definition of ‘take’. In
addition, staff is recommending that a section be added to clarify that individuals
who are attempting to scare a bear using non-lethal methods would not need a
permit to do so, and would not be in violation of the rule.

The full text of the proposed changes is included as a separate background
document for this item.



Bear Conservation Rule Changes
= Allow for bear depredation permits when:
v Property damage is occurring

v Protective methods defeated or no
viable options exist Jee

v’ Unsuccessful capture effort

Staff is proposing to allow depredation permits to be issued in appropriate settings
where other measures are not working. Depredation permits would authorize a
landowner to remove bears if they are causing property damage, and protective
measures like electric fencing have failed or are not feasible, and FWC staff has
been unable to trap the bear within 4 nights. Depredation permits would not be
issued in cases that do not meet these criteria or when the safety of surrounding
residents may be an issue. FWC staff will be available to provide technical
assistance as requested by landowners.

The full text of the proposed changes is included as a separate background
document for this item.



Waste Management Policy Paper

'... ..--_‘;:; ...'“-2".}. :."'.. . i e

As directed by Commissioners in February, staff is in the process of drafting a
policy paper on the need for comprehensive waste management to reduce
human-bear conflicts. The report and an accompanying resolution should be
ready for Commission review at the June 2015 meeting. Commission approval
of and help in circulating the final policy paper will be critical to success.



FWC requests Commission approval to publish a Notice of Proposed Rule
amendments for the Bear Fox and Raccoon Feeding rule and the Bear
Conservation rule.
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1 Prohibitions.

Proposed changes to Rule 68A-4.001 F.A.C.
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Proposed changes to Rule 68A-4.009, F.A.C.

13



Proposed changes to Rule 68A-4.009, F.A.C.
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Proposed changes to Rule 68A-4.009, F.A.C.
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Proposed changes to Rule 68A-4.009, F.A.C.
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