
 

2015 Session 
Legislative Proposals 

September 10, 2014 
LegiSlative Affairs 

1
 



 

   

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

   

  

 

   

 

This proposal would modify the tarpon tag requirements in statute. The 

Commission changed tarpon to a catch-and-release-only species in June 2013. 

Harvest is authorized, though, only when pursuing an International Game Fish 

Association (IGFA) record. In such case, a $50 tarpon tag is required for the 

recreational angler to possess the tarpon. 

This statutory proposal would change the effective date of the tarpon tag to the 

calendar year, January to December, instead of the current July to June, which 

requires anglers to purchase a new tag in the middle of the height of tarpon 

fishing season. This change would allow the angler to fish under a single tarpon 

tag for the entire summer fishing season. 

The proposal would also repeal the angler’s reporting requirements of the tarpon 

tag. Since very few tarpon are expected to be harvested under the new 

regulations and the only reason an angler can possess a tarpon is for an IGFA 

record, the reporting requirements are not critical to tarpon management – and 

FWC can get the information from IGFA. 

The proposal is supported by Coastal Conservation Association, IGFA, and 

Bonefish Tarpon Trust. 
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This proposal would repeal the Restricted Species Endorsement (RS) income 

requirements from statutes, since the Commission approved adopting the 

requirements into rule at the June 2014 Commission meeting. The statutory 

repeal would eliminate conflicting language/policy if RS rule requirements 

change in the future. 

The no cost RS is required of those commercial fishers who fish for 32 groups of 

species designated as “restricted”, such as grouper, snapper, Spanish and king 

mackerel, amberjack, sea bass, blue crab, stone crab, and lobster. 

The RS is required in addition to a saltwater products license, which is available 

to anyone. 

Fishers can qualify to receive the RS by demonstrating $5000 or 5% of income, 

whichever is less, is from the commercial sales of fish during one of the previous 

three years; there are exemptions for special circumstances.  It was put into 

place to make sure that the higher bag limits being harvested are for commercial 

purposes. 

The proposal is supported by Organized Fishermen of Florida, Shrimp 

Producers Association, and Florida Keys Commercial Fishermen’s Association. 
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This proposal would modify current law pertaining to life jackets to reflect the U.S. Coast 

Guard effort to change their classification in Federal code from “types” to classifying them 

based on their buoyancy, size, and intended use.  The Coast Guard effort is to make it 

easier for the public to understand the labels. It is expected that the change will be done 

by the end of 2014 with a transition period allowed until the end of 2016 – to allow 

manufacturers the time to modify their products to the new standard and to allow states 

the time to change their laws. 

This proposal would modify the specific types referenced in Florida law and replace them 

with a generic phrase - “used in accordance with U.S. Coast Guard approval label”. 

The current life jackets labeled by “type” will still be usable and allowable under state and 

federal law, as they will continue to be U.S. Coast Guard approved.  If this modification is 

not made, the newly labeled jackets would not be legal in Florida. 

The proposal is supported by the Boating Advisory Council. 

Current “types” of life jackets 

Type I is an off-shore life jacket used for rougher waters when rescue could take some time, 


Type II is a near-shore life jacket used for calmer waters when rescue could be quicker, 


Type III is a flotation aide also used for calmer waters,
 

Type IV is a throwable device, such as a cushion. And
 

Type V is for special uses such as for windsurfing, kayaking, etc.
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Staff recommends that these proposals be approved for submission to the 

Legislature for the 2015 Session.  

In addition, staff requests that the Executive Director, in consultation with the 

Chairman, be allowed to make adjustments on these proposals and advise staff 

on other legislation, as needed, through the 2015 Session. 

Note: additional proposals for the 2015 Session will be presented to the 

Commission for consideration at the November 2014 meeting 
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