
  

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

This presentation will guide the Commissioner Strategic Discussion on innovative 

approaches to marine fisheries management and address the streamlining of 

regulations. 

Authors: Luiz Barbieri, Jessica McCawley, Gil McRae, and Jim Estes 

Report Date: June 9, 2014 
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Marine fisheries represent a huge asset to the State of Florida. 
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The total impact of citrus in Florida’s economy is approximately $9 billion a year. 

http://flcitrusmutual.com/citrus-101/citrusstatistics.aspx 

Source for cattle: Florida Cattlemen’s Association 

http://www.flgov.com/2012/06/18/governor-scott-saddles-up-and-gets-to-work-
on-okeechobee-cattle-ranch/ 

Source for space: http://floridaspaceday.com/2014-space-day-advocacy-
agenda-2/ 

Disney source: Themed Entertainment Association Economic Report 2012 
http://www.aecom.com/deployedfiles/Internet/Capabilities/Economics/_document 
s/2012%20Theme%20Index%20Combined_1-3_online.pdf 

Smithsonian source: http://newsdesk.si.edu/about/stats 

National Parks Source: 
https://irma.nps.gov/Stats/SSRSReports/Park%20Specific%20Reports/Annual% 
20Park%20Recreation%20Visitation%20(1904%20-
%20Last%20Calendar%20Year)?Park=GRCA 
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Licensed anglers: 2.4 million 

Visiting anglers (national and international): 716,000 

Saltwater fishing trips: 25 million 

Boat owners: 914,535 registered boats 
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Thirty years ago we never thought that snook and redfish would ever recover to the 

levels we see today. 

12 



 13 



 14 



  

   

  

  

    

 

      

    

    

  

   

   

  

  

   

  

 

     

 

 

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Act) was passed 

in 1976.  It is the principal law governing marine fisheries in the United States and 

directs the conservation and management of federal fisheries that we see today.  

The Act created a 200 nautical mile limit (Exclusive Economic Zone) of U.S. control 

over waters that were once heavily fished by foreign vessels. 

Congress directs U.S. fisheries management and policy by amendments to the Act. 

The first amendment (reauthorization) occurred in 1996 when Congress 

incorporated provisions to stop overfishing, rebuild overfished stocks and minimize 

bycatch. The most recent reauthorization in 2006 included a number of new 

deadlines and mandates to end overfishing, improve data collection and establish 

specific harvest limits for all federally managed species. 

Ultimately the U.S. Secretary of Commerce, through NMFS, must implement 

regulations and the supporting programs needed to carry out congressional 

directives as provided in the Act. 

Reauthorization is currently underway by Congress.  This reauthorization is the best 

opportunity for addressing current federal management challenges. 
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Staff is providing some ideas to get the discussion started for the Commissioners 

relative to ideas for innovation in the future. 

21 




