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68A-23.012  Special Regulations  on Lake Okeechobee.  

(1)  Freshwater  game fish  (except black  bass,  striped  bass,  or  black  crappie)  may  be possessed  for  commercial purposes by  persons  

licensed  in  accordance  with  Sections  379.363  and  379.3635,  F.S.,  within  the  area  of  Lake Okeechobee  bounded  on  the east by  

Highway  441  from  Okeechobee  City  to  Belle Glade; on  the  south  by  State Road  80  from  Belle Glade to  South  Bay; on  the south  and 

west by  Highway  27  from  South  Bay  north  to  the junction  of  Highway  27  and  State Road  78; on  the west and  north  by  State Road  78 

north  to  the junction  of  Highway  441; and  in  the incorporated  city  limits  of  all municipalities  located  on  such  boundary  roads  and  

highways  as  provided  by  this  section.  Such  fish  may  be harvested,  for  commercial purposes, only  under  permit by  the use of  haul 

seines  and  as specified  herein.  All freshwater  game fish  shall be transported  to  the designated  tagging  station  and  immediately  tagged  

as specified  herein.  Only  permitted  and  licensed  haul seiners  may  be tagging  agents  and  may  only  tag  fish  caught  pursuant  to  their  

own  haul seine operation.  

(a)  through  (b)  No  change.  

(c)  Each  permit shall be fished  a minimum  of  70  days  at  least two  (2)  days  per  week,  averaged  annually,  unless  otherwise  

authorized  by  the assistant executive director  due to  exigent circumstances.  Failure to  comply  may  result in  non-renewal of  said  

permit.  

(3)  Permits  for  haul seines:  

(a)  Haul seines as specified  herein  may  be used  by  persons  licensed  under  Sections  379.363  and  379.3635,  F.S.,  for  taking  non-

game  fish,  bluegill,  redear  sunfish  (shellcracker),  and  warmouth  under  authority  of  a  permit from  the  executive director.  A  maximum  

of  10  haul seine permits  shall  be issued  to  applicants  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis  as  determined  by  receipt of  a completed  haul  

seine  permit  application  (Haul  Seine Permit  Application  Form  HSSR,  found  online  at: flrules.org, effective  07-01-2014,  incorporated  

herein  by  reference)  upon  submission  of  the gear  license fee,  except as otherwise provided  in  this  rule.  In  the  event of  the death  or  

permanent disability  of  a permittee,  the  permit  may  be  transferred  by  the  permit  holder  or  the  executor  of  the  estate  to  a  member  of  the  

immediate family.  The Commission  must be notified  of  the transfer  prior  to  renewal of  the permit.  After  all  available permits  have  

been  issued,  the Commission  shall  maintain  the first-come,  first-served  status  of  said  applicants  on  a list. As  permits  become  available 

for  issuance,  the executive director  shall issue said  permits  to  the applicants  on  said  list in  chronological order,  except as  otherwise 

provided  in  this  rule.  Upon  being  notified  that they  have been  selected  for  inclusion  in  the program,  the applicants  shall,  within  60  

days,  provide evidence  that they  have purchased  and  possess  all necessary  equipment, including  boat(s),  motor(s)  and  net(s),  and  have 

designated  an  assistant/captain.  Failure to  comply  will result in  denial of  said  permit. Equipment shall not be shared  by  permittees.  

(b)  through  (f)  No  change.  

(4)  No  change.  

(5)  Tagging:  

(a)  No  change.   

(b)  Each  permittee shall be responsible for  the tagging  of  his  own  fish  and  only  said  permittee shall purchase tags.  Tags  will be  

provided  by  the  Commission  at a cost  of  five  cents  per  tag.  Permittees  shall be responsible for  the proper  tagging  of  their  fish  and  are  

strictly  liable for  any  misappropriation  thereof.  Fish  shall be tagged  immediately  upon  arrival at the tagging  site and  prior  to  storage  

or,  if  a delay  is  necessary,  shall be labeled  so  as to  be readily  traceable to  the permittee.  Permittees shall execute  a contract of  

agreement with  the Commission  (GFC  Form  TA  1000,  effective April 15,  1992  incorporated  herein  by  reference,  and  available from  

the Commission)  to  tag  fish  at a designated  location,  and  may  be required  to  relinquish  all tagging  rights  upon  receipt of  verified  

information  and  belief  by  the  executive director  that the permittee has violated  any  commercial fishing  regulation  governing  Lake  

Okeechobee.  In  determining  whether  to  require a permittee to  relinquish  his  tagging  rights,  the executive director  shall consider  the 

standards  and  criteria set forth  in  Rule 68-1.010,  F.A.C.  Breach  of  contract shall result in  immediate denial of  the delivery  of  fish  tags  

by  the Commission  to  the tagging  agent.  

(c)  through  (e)  No  change.  

(6)  through  (7)  No  change.  
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