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During the 2013 Legislative Session, the Commission requested and the Legislature and 
Governor approved a new exemption from recreational hunting and fishing licensure 
requirements. The exemption applies throughout the duration of Commission 
permitted events designed for the rehabilitation or enjoyment of military personnel or 
disabled veterans. 
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The statute gives the Commission direction to issue permits for outdoor recreational 
events designed to provide rehabilitation or enjoyment to disabled veterans, or active 
or reserve duty military personnel. The permits would provide the participating military 
personnel, disabled veterans, and their immediate family, as well as assistants to the 
disabled veterans with an exemption from the requirement to purchase a recreational 
hunting or fishing license for the duration of the event. The statute gives the 
Commission direction to adopt rules to implement this new permit and exemption. 
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The proposed draft rule provides that the executive director or his designee, which staff 
propose to be the Regional Directors, shall issue the permits for these types of events. 
The rule language would define what qualifies as an event. The rule would clarify that 
participants would still be required to comply with all other rules and laws and that the 
permit is only an exemption from recreational licensing requirements. 
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Permits would not be granted for limited-entry activities under the rule, such as quota 
hunts. 

There are provisions to address violations of the permit , should they occur. 

Staff has worked with external stakeholders, including the Florida Department of 
Military !ffairs, the Florida Department of Veterans’ !ffairs, the Florida Department of 
!griculture and Consumer Services’ Operation Outdoor Freedom program, as well as 
Wounded Warriors Outdoors and IrishWaterdogs Warriors. 
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Staff recommends approving the proposed draft rule 68-1.011. If approved, staff will 
publish a notice that the rule will become final without further public hearing, unless 
requested. 

6 



 7 



 8 



 9 


