
 

   

   

 

   

  

     

  

  

  

  

 

 

This is a summary of a proposed rule to adopt federal standards for Atlantic 

vermilion snapper. Vermilion snapper are regulated as reef fish in Chapter 68B-14, 

Florida Administrative Code (FAC).  This action would make state recreational 

vermilion snapper regulations in the Atlantic Ocean consistent with recently 

approved federal regulations that eliminated the annual recreational closed season 

from Nov. 1 to March 31 for vermilion snapper in South Atlantic federal waters. 
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In 2008, an Atlantic vermilion snapper benchmark stock assessment concluded 

that the vermilion snapper population was undergoing overfishing.  At the time, the 

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Council) needed to cut harvest rates of 

Atlantic vermilion snapper by about 50 percent to end overfishing.  To do this, the 

Council reduced the recreational bag limit for vermilion snapper from 10 fish to five 

fish per harvester per day, and restricted captain and crew of for-hire vessels from 

keeping a recreational bag limit.  Additionally, the Council also created a five-month 

closed season for vermilion snapper which closed the species to all recreational 

harvest from Nov. 1 to March 31 in South Atlantic federal waters.  The Council also 

reduced the commercial quota for vermilion snapper by 56 percent.  In September 

2009, the Commission approved consistent recreational regulations for vermilion 

snapper in Atlantic state waters. 

In 2012, a stock assessment update for vermilion snapper was released and 

indicated that the stock was not overfished nor undergoing overfishing.  Based on 

the results of the assessment update, the Council felt that modifying vermilion 

snapper regulations would help prevent unnecessary negative social and economic 

impacts. 
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At the March 2013 Council meeting, the Council took final action modifying 

management measures for Atlantic vermilion snapper (Regulatory Amendment 18) 

based on the positive results of the 2012 stock assessment update.  These 

management measures were approved by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce in August 

2013 and become effective September 3, 2013. 

For the recreational sector, the Council approved eliminating the Nov. 1 through 

March 31 closed season. While the closure provides some protection for the 

species, the Council felt that the annual catch limits and accountability measures 

currently in place provide adequate protection for the species.  Additionally, 

vermilion snapper is often caught on trips targeting other snapper or grouper 

species, and discard mortality for vermilion snapper can be quite high.  Therefore, 

the Council felt that some of the protection provided by the closure was being offset 

by the large numbers of vermilion snapper discarded.  Based on the results of the 

assessment update, the Council also approved an increase to the total annual catch 

limits (ACL) from 1.066 million pounds whole weight up to 1.372 million pounds 

whole weight for 2013.  This results in a commercial ACL of 932,960 pounds and a 

recreational ACL of 439,040 pounds.  Increasing these ACLs will likely provide more 

opportunities to both the commercial fleet and recreational anglers.  In an effort to 

extend the commercial fishing season, the Council also reduced the trip limit for 

vermilion snapper to 1,000 pounds gutted weight.  This action was supported by 

members of the commercial industry.  By reducing the trip limit, the Council hopes 

to extend the commercial season, keep fishing trips profitable, and reduce dead 

discards of vermilion snapper. 
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Current state recreational regulations for vermilion snapper in the Atlantic include a 

five-fish bag limit, a minimum size limit of 12 inches total length (TL), and harvest is 

prohibited during the Nov. 1 through March 31 season closure.  The Commission will 

consider removing this closure today. 

For commercial harvest of vermilion snapper in Atlantic state waters, a saltwater 

products license (SPL), restricted species endorsement (RS), and Atlantic snapper-

grouper permit are required.  There is also a 12-inch TL minimum size limit and 

state waters close to commercial vermilion snapper harvest when federal waters 

close. 

The following slide outlines changes that could be made to FWC rules to be 

consistent with the Council-approved regulations for South Atlantic federal waters. 
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Chapter 68B-14.0038, FAC, (Recreational Snapper Seasons) would be modified to 

eliminate the closed season for Atlantic vermilion snapper. 

Removing this closure would be beneficial to recreational anglers by providing 

additional opportunities to fish for vermilion snapper from Nov. 1 through March 31. 

If this proposed rule amendment is approved, this decision would be final and the 

rule will be filed without further hearing. 
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The FWC requires fishermen harvesting vermilion snapper commercially in Atlantic 

state waters to have a federal snapper grouper permit.  One condition of the 

commercial federal snapper grouper permit is that harvesters must follow federal 

snapper grouper rules, even when they are fishing in state waters. New federal 

commercial rules that take effect September 3, 2013 include a 1,000 pound gutted 

weight commercial trip limit.  This means that when the new federal commercial trip 

limit takes effect, harvesters in state waters must abide by these rules and no 

changes to FWC rules are needed for consistency.  Additionally, Chapter 68B-

14.0045(2)(b), FAC, (Commercial Harvest Requirements; Licenses, Season 

Closures, Bag and Trip Limits) states that once federal waters close to commercial 

harvest, adjacent state waters close to commercial harvest. 
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Staff recommends adopting consistent state regulations for Atlantic vermilion 

snapper and using the process of adopting federal standards under Chapter 

120.54(6), Florida Statutes. If the Commission approves the proposed rule 

amendment, it would be advertised and then filed without further public hearing 

and become effective as soon as possible. 

Staff has evaluated the rules under the standards of 68-1.004, FAC, and found 

them to be in compliance. 
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