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I reported in December that we were up to 132 partners sites and 5 statewide 
partners. As of today, we are up to 167 partner sites and 15 statewide partners. Our 
message is simple: We are bringing people and sites together. We are putting 
together a network of places that have outdoor recreation resources like lakes, 
nature trails, hunting areas, campgrounds, any kind of natural areas where kids can 
get out and experience nature and learn to love being outside. There are many 
places in Florida with these resources and by joining the network, we will link users 
with these resources and get more people outside. Also, if they have programming 
needs, we will work with sponsors and donors to assist in getting equipment, 
training, or programs for their sites. FYCCN is here to advertise and enhance existing 
programs and be a resource for creating new programs where there is a need. Free 
and easy!! 
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We have 13 Freshwater Fish Camp expansion sites that serve over 700 kids each 
summer. Because of the 'uy Harvey &oundation’s $50K donation, we have been able 
to partner with marine-based sites to create 10 Saltwater Fish Camp programs for 
this summer. 
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A request for $2,000,000 in FCO spending authority from the Marine Resources 
Conservation Trust Fund has been requested to construct an 8,000 square foot facility 
to provide conservation education and outdoor skills programs for youth in west 
central Florida. Outdoor support facilities, including an outdoor classroom pavilion 
and small storage building for paddling equipment will occupy an additional 1,000 
square feet. The proposed center would be the first marine-focused location in the 
FWC Youth Conservation Centers Network (FYCNN), and will be part of a larger 
Conservation and Technology Park created through an innovative partnership with 
Tampa Electric Company (TECO), the Florida Aquarium, and FWC. TECO and the 
Florida Aquarium are creating a number of recreational and educational elements for 
the Center that will mesh seamlessly with the proposed youth center programming 
including canoe/kayak trails, a wildlife viewing tower, wetlands boardwalks, fishing 
ponds and exhibits associated with coral restoration and marine animal rescue and 
rehabilitation. The proposed facility will consist of a central building with 
multipurpose classrooms as well as outdoor structures to support hands on activities. 
FWC has entered into a 30 year agreement with TECO and the Florida Aquarium to 
build the facility on TECO property. 
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Youth conservation education programming is being incorporated into several FYCCN 
partner site expansion plans. The !pollo �each Partnership’s plans include &Y��N’s 
first marine-focused Youth Conservation Center. The Florida Oceanographic Society 
in Stuart is planning to expand programming to include a Fishing and Aquaculture 
Center and FYCCN is involved with the youth conservation programming component 
of the master plan. The Marine Discovery Center in New Smyrna Beach is currently 
providing youth conservation programming and is our primary partner in the master 
planning of the New Smyrna Beach Marine Center which will include a saltwater 
hatchery and marine-focused Youth Conservation Center. FYCCN is continuing to 
work with Seminole County in plans to create a full service Youth Conservation 
Center. 
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Update on progress of improvements. 

The above drawing shows the improvements being made to accommodate more 
youth shooters at the &W�’s Tenoroc Shooting Range. 

To the North of the current shooting range: 

•New Classroom/Meeting Room 

•New Youth .22 Range 

To the East of the current shooting range 

•New 5-stand Sporting Clays station 

•Two New Trap Fields 

Other enhancements: 

•New Sporting Clays Range 

•New Pro Shop/Offices 

•New Restrooms 

•New Maintenance Building 

•Archery range improvements 
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We are creating  the next  generation  that  cares  about  Florida’s  fish  and  wildlife 
resources.   We continue to  seek  partners  in  this  effort  –  programming  partners,  
sponsors  and  donors,  and  people to  spread  the word.   Please visit  our  website,  
www.fyccn.com,  to  get  more information  or  to  sign  up  to  help.  
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