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I. Summary of the Proposal 

 
This proposal corrects a statutory reference to Federal boating laws that are no longer in 
existence. 

 
II. Present Situation  
 

Not long after the rules of the nautical road were standardized in the latter portion of the 
nineteenth century, it was recognized that there needed to be a clearly defined boundary 
between where vessels should adhere to the International Regulations for Prevention of 
Collisions at Sea (COLREGS) and where the U.S. Inland Navigation Rules were 
applicable. Congress has identified by Federal Statute that the U.S. Coast Guard shall 
“establish appropriate identifiable demarcation lines dividing the high seas from harbors, 
rivers, and other inland waters of the United States, for the purpose of determining the 
applicability of  “special inland navigational rules in lieu of the International COLREGS. 
See 33 U.S.C. 151, High Seas and Inland Waters Demarcation Lines. The boundary or 
demarcation line for U.S. coastal waters was duly established and appears on U.S. 
nautical charts. Demarcation lines are printed on most navigational charts and are 
published in the Navigation Rules. U.S. Inland Rules apply to vessels operating inside the 
line of demarcation while International Rules apply outside the lines. 

 
Federal Navigation Rules cover vessel conduct when operating on federal waters. They 
also cover lights, shapes, and sound and light signals. The navigation rules are also used 
to ascertain fault in boating accidents. Federal waters are those that are beyond 3 
geographic miles off of the Atlantic coastline and beyond 9 nautical miles off of the Gulf 
of Mexico coastline. (This delineation of where State waters end and Federal waters 
begin can be found in Article II, Section 1(a) of the Florida Constitution.) This boundary 
follows the contour of the shoreline and the distance is determined using a direct line to 
the shoreline. In areas with barrier islands, the distance is measured from the barrier 
island rather than the mainland. 
 
Florida adopted the Federal Navigation Rules in section 327.02 (25), Florida Statutes, in 
1988, as they existed at the time, and made them applicable to State waters as well (those 
waters extending out 3 nautical miles off the Atlantic coastline and 9 nautical miles off 
the Gulf of Mexico coastline).  
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In 1988, SB 341 (Chapter 88-133, Laws of Florida) adopted the following definition of 
“Navigation Rules:” 
 

“the International Navigational Rules Act of 1977, in effect on June 1, 1983, for 
vessels on waters outside of established navigational lines of demarcation as 
specified in Part 80 of Title 33 of the Code of Federal Regulations or the Inland 
Navigational Rules Act of 1980, in effect on December 24, 1981, for vessels on 
all waters not outside of such lines of demarcation.” 

 
SB 386 in 2000 (Chapter 2000-362, Laws of Florida) subsequently amended the 1988 
definition, so the current definition of “navigation rules” in section 327.02(25), F.S. is: 

  
 “the International Navigational Rules Act of 1977, 33 U.S.C. appendix following 

s. 1602, as amended, including the annexes thereto, for vessels on waters outside 
of established navigational lines of demarcation as specified in 33 C.F.R. part 80 
or the Inland Navigational Rules Act of 1980, 33 U.S.C. ss. 2001 et seq., as 
amended, including the annexes thereto, for vessels on all waters not outside of 
such lines of demarcation.” 

 
Effective May 17, 2010, Federal law repealed the Inland Navigation Rules from the 
United States Code (U.S.C) and relocated the rules into the Code of Federal Regulations 
(C.F.R.).  As a result of this change, the rules referenced in section 327.02(25), F.S., no 
longer exist. Law enforcement officers charge vessel operators operating unlawfully in 
state waters under section 327.33, F.S. – Reckless or careless operation of a vessel – 
which references “navigation rules” as defined in section 327.02(25), F.S.  Section 
327.02(25), F.S. needs to be amended to ensure the proper references to Federal law. 
 
 

 
III. Effect of Proposed Changes  
 

This proposal involves amending section 327.02(25), to remove antiquated references to 
Federal law and to insert the proper references. 
 
In addition, the proposed changes will ensure continued enforceability of the statute by 
including reference to the Federal law in effect at a specified date.  

 
This proposed amendment would not change the way any vessels or vessel related 
activities are currently being enforced in State waters under the statute referencing the 
antiquated Federal law. 

 
IV.  Impact on All Pertinent Statutes/Rules/Constitution  
 

FWC proposes the following amendment to section 327.02(25), F.S.: 
 
327.02 Definition of terms used in this chapter and in chapter 328 -  
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(25) "Navigation rules" means:  
(a) For vessels on waters outside of established navigational lines of demarcation as 
specified in 33 C.F.R. part 80, the International Navigational Rules Act of 1977, 33 
U.S.C. appendix following s. §1602, as amended, including the appendix and annexes 
thereto, through October 1, 2012. 
(b) Ffor vessels on all waters not outside of such established navigational lines of 
demarcation, as specified in 33 C.F.R. part 80 or the Inland Navigational Rules Act of 
1980, 33 U.S.C. ss. 2001 et seq.,as amended codified at 33 C.F.R. parts 83-90, as 
amended, through October 1, 2012. 

 

including the annexes thereto, for vessels on all 
waters not outside of such lines of demarcation.  

A.  Does the proposed legislation conflict with existing federal law or regulations? If so, 
what laws and/or regulations? 

             
            No 
 

B.  Does the proposed legislation raise significant constitutional concerns under the 
United States or Florida Constitutions (e.g. separation of powers, access to the courts, 
equal protection, free speech, establishment clause, and impairment of contracts)? 

             
 No 
 

C.  Is the proposed legislation likely to generate litigation and, if so, from what interest 
groups or parties? 
 
No 
 

V. Affected Agencies and Groups  
 

Law enforcement officers, prosecutors, courts, boaters, and boating interest groups 
 
VI. Fiscal Impact 
 

A.  On FWC  
  

None 
 
 
B.  On Other State Agencies  

   
 None 
 

C.  On Private Sector  
 
None 
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D.  On Local Governments  
  

None 
 E.  Tax/Fee Issues  
 
None 
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