
 

  
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

This is a presentation about proposed changes to the Commission’s Rule 68D-24.011, Florida 
Administrative Code (FAC) which delineates boating safety zones on the Okeechobee 
Waterway (OWW) from Martin County on the east coast to Lee County on the west coast of 
Florida. The need for this rule revision originated from a Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) review of all state-adopted boating safety zones in Chapter 68D-24, Florida 
Administrative Code (FAC). During the review, errors were found in the geographic description 
of two zones. 

This proposed rule would correct an error in the geographic description for a zone on the 
OWW in Martin County. Additionally, this proposed rule would correct the geographic 
description, extend a boating safety zone and change the regulated speed on the OWW at the 
Clewiston Lock Structure in Hendry County. 
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In 2009, a rule amendment modified a boating safety zone on the Okeechobee Waterway at 
the Palm City Bridge in Martin County. The current geographic description for the Palm City 
Bridge incorrectly describes the northern boundary of the zone as starting 300 feet east of the 
bridge, instead of northwest of the bridge. To correct this error in the rule we propose to 
change the direction referenced for the geographic description of the northern boundary from 
east to northwest. This proposed minor change to the geographic description will not result in 
any changes for the boaters since the markers for this zone are currently located 300 feet 
northwest of the bridge. 
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The current geographic description for the Clewiston Lock Boating Safety Zone contains several errors. 
Additionally, the current northwestern and southeastern boundaries of the zone provide inadequate 
protection to boaters using the area. 

The proposed rule would correct the errors in the geographic description, extend the northwestern and 
southeastern boundaries of the zone in the Okeechobee Waterway (Rim Canal) and change the restriction 
type from Idle Speed No Wake to Slow Speed Minimum Wake. 
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The area shaded with green diagonal lines represents the current zone boundaries. On the 
northwest side, the zone ends at the Hoover Dike City Ramp, which provides inadequate 
protection for boaters while loading and unloading. The proposed rule would extend the 
northwestern boundary of the zone 300 feet, which is a standard distance from public boat 
ramps to allow boat wakes to dissipate before affecting boaters loading and unloading at the 
ramp. Additionally, the proposed rule would extend, by 150 feet, the southeastern boundary 
of the zone, to a total distance of 300 feet, in order to provide adequate protection to boaters 
entering, exiting and staging outside the S-310 (Clewiston) Lock Structure. The red hash marked 
area represents the proposed extensions of the zone to ensure adequate protection for 
boaters. 

The current geographic description of the zone regulates traffic within the S-310 (Clewiston) 
Lock Structure, Okeechobee Waterway (Rim Canal), Route 1B Approach Channel and Cauley 
Cut. The current geographic description contains several errors, in addition to errors contained 
in the rule map. The proposed rule would rewrite the geographic description and modify the 
map to ensure the rule is accurate and understandable. 

The boating safety zone is currently regulated at Idle Speed No Wake, which is defined in 
Florida Administrative Code as the slowest speed possible while allowing a boat to maintain the 
ability to steer and still make forward progress. Slow Speed Minimum Wake is defined in 
Florida Administrative Code as the speed when a boat is completely off plane, fully settled in 
the water and creating little or no wake. At the public meeting in Clewiston, attendees were 
presented with information demonstrating the differences between Idle Speed No Wake and 
Slow Speed Minimum Wake. After discussing the differences between the two speeds, the 
attendees were unanimous in favor of changing the regulation to Slow Speed Minimum Wake. 
The proposed rule would change the speed for this zone from Idle Speed No Wake to Slow 
Speed Minimum Wake. 4 



 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 

Boating and Waterways staff held a Public Meeting at John Boy Auditorium in Clewiston on 
September 19, 2012. FWC staff and four members of the public attended the meeting. 
Additionally, one comment was received electronically. A resolution supporting the boating 
safety zone rule amendment has been received from the City of Clewiston. Comments received 
at the public meeting and electronically unanimously supported the proposed boating safety 
zone rule amendments. 
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Staff recommends that the Commission approve the publishing of a Notice of Proposed Rule in 
the Florida Administrative Register and, as a result of public support for the proposed rule, 
requests approval to later file the final rule for adoption, as allowed by law, provided there are 
no timely requests for a hearing on the rule. 
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