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Photos:  
Yellow anaconda (The Wandering Fowl, Flickr), 
Dwarf mongoose (Wikimedia Commons) 
Red-whiskered bulbul (Wikimedia Commons) 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

   

Regulatory Terms of Nonnative Wildlife 

FWC regulatory categories: 
 Reptiles of Concern 






Conditional 
Prohibited 
Captive Wildlife I, II, III 

USFWS regulatory category: 
 Injurious Wildlife 

These lists do not match up 

The USFWS Injurious Wildlife List and the Reptiles of Concern (ROC)/Conditional/Prohibited 
lists do not match up. Some species listed as Injurious at the federal level are not regulated 
at the state level. Some of our Conditional or Prohibited species are not regulated at the 
federal level. 

Photos: 
Nile monitors can be found in Florida and are listed as Conditional (MyFWC Photo). 
Nile perch have a wide gape and large appetite, and are listed as both Conditional and 
Injurious (CatFeet/Flickr). 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

   

USFWS Injurious Wildlife 







Lacey Act established in 1900, 
with amendments 

Prohibits importation into the U.S. 

Until 2017, interstate transport in 
continental U.S. was prohibited 

When the Lacey Act was passed in 1900, it became the first federal law protecting wildlife. It 
enforces civil and criminal penalties for the illegal trade of animals and plants. Today it 
regulates the import of any species protected by international or domestic law and prevents 
the spread of invasive, or non-native, species.  At this time, over 600 species are listed as 
“Injurious.” 
Under this Act, species on the Injurious Wildlife Species List (Injurious Wildlife) are 
considered a risk and cannot be imported without a permit from the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS). Until recently, certain provisions of the Act were also interpreted to 
prohibit interstate transport of Injurious wildlife. In April 2017, the D.C. Circuit Court held the 
plain language of the statute does not prohibit transport of Injurious Wildlife between states 
within the continental United States. Other prohibitions and regulatory measures of the Act, 
including disallowing importation, still apply. 
The Injurious Wildlife Species List includes: 

92 mammals 
4 birds 
316 fish, crustaceans and mollusks 
9 snakes 
201 salamanders 

Photos: 
Yellow anaconda – shown here in Myakka River State Park, FL in March 2018 - are listed as Injurious 
only. While importation into the U.S. requires a permit, possession in Florida and interstate transport 
are currently legal without a permit. (MyFWC Photo) 
Green anaconda – this individual was found near Gainesville, FL in February 2017 – are listed as 
Injurious and Conditional. Both importation into the U.S. and possession in Florida require a permit. 
(MyFWC Photo). 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Implications of Recent Court Ruling 





April 2017 court ruling on the Lacey Act 
removed the interstate transport provision 

Species that may pose a risk to Florida, but 
are not currently regulated by FWC, may now 
enter Florida from other states 

The federal court ruling has many implications for Florida. This ruling removed protections to 
Florida that had been in place for over 30 years and now Injurious wildlife may legally be 
transported across state lines. Because of this, Florida may experience an increase in legal 
importation and personal and commercial use of Injurious wildlife from other locations 
within the U.S. Many species listed as Injurious wildlife are not regulated as Conditional or 
Prohibited species in Florida because the previous federal law was considered sufficient to 
prevent the importation of these species (e.g. mongoose, brown tree snake) that may pose a 
risk to Florida.  

Photos: 
A meerkat eats an egg, an easy food source. 19 species of mongoose are listed as Injurious 
only (tambako/Flickr). 
Brown tree snake – pictured here in Guam - are listed as Injurious only (Janelle Lugge). 
Fire salamanders are one of 201 salamander species listed as Injurious only due to the 
danger of Bsal, a deadly fungus (as pictured here by Frank Pasmans). 
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Stakeholder Feedback 







Concerns about future introductions of potentially invasive species 
Concerns about future regulations 
Requests for importation allowances for accredited zoos 

Staff spoke with multiple affected stakeholder groups, including the reptile industry, 
aquaculture groups and members of the Florida Association of Zoos and Aquariums and 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  

Photos: 
Kaiser's spotted newt is declining in it’s natural habitat and popular in the pet trade. 
Salamander species are listed as Injurious only, and are a risk due to the danger of Bsal (Dr. 
Richard Bartlett). 
The Red-whiskered bul-bul is an agricultural pest and predator of other birds. It also 
increases the spread of nonnative plants – as pictured here, eating berries from an 
ornamental shrub in Miami, where there is an established wild population. It is listed as 
Injurious only (Colette Micallef). 
The banded mongoose - listed as Injurious only - eating an egg (Malcolm Schuyl). 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Staff Recommendations 

 Implement an Executive Order that temporarily prohibits 
importation of Injurious Wildlife into Florida, considering 
exemptions for zoological, medical or scientific facilities 

 Direct staff work to with partners and stakeholders to 
develop rules as appropriate to address potential risks of 
Injurious Wildlife 

The Commission can direct the Executive Director to work with the Chairman to develop and 
sign an Executive Order that prohibits the importation into Florida of any species listed on 
the Injurious Wildlife Species List. This would provide immediate protection to the State’s 
fish and wildlife and protect human safety by filling the regulatory gap that occurred after the 
court’s ruling. This Executive Order would restore the  prohibition of importing these species 
that was in place prior to April 2017, with allowances for the purposes that the USFWS 
previously permitted transportation between states. The Commission can also direct staff to 
work with Federal and State partners, stakeholders and the public to develop species 
specific rules, that address the potential risks of these species while also considering 
potential future economic impacts. The Executive Order would then be repealed once 
rulemaking was complete. 
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