
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

  

   

 

         

 

   

 

  

 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

MEMORANDUM 

To:   Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners  

From:  Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management  

Date:   April 26, 2018  

Subject:  South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC) Report   

Purpose: 

Provide Commissioners a review of actions and discussions from the South Atlantic Fishery Management 

Council’s (SAFMC) March 5-9, meeting in Jekyll Island, GA. 

Summary: 

In March, the SAFMC discussed ways to prevent early closures of the Atlantic commercial yellowtail 

snapper fishery and to create access to unharvested yellowtail snapper annual catch limit (ACL).  Currently, 

the commercial fishery harvests its entire share of the ACL, causing that fishery to close early, while the 

recreational fishery does not harvest all of its share.  Meaning that in a given year, the commercial fishery 

may close early though the recreational fishery lands 65% or less of its ACL. To address this, the SAFMC 

is considering changing regulations so the commercial fishery does not close until the total Atlantic ACL is 

caught. This change may be possible before the 2019 fishing year. Long-term, the Council may consider 

establishing commercial trip limits at the end of the season to slow harvest, combining the Atlantic and Gulf 

ACLs, and reallocating a portion of the recreational ACL to the commercial sector.  

The Council continues to discuss potentially creating a program to limit the number of federal snapper 

grouper for-hire permits, also known as limited-entry. This would limit the number of vessels allowed to 

operate for-hire trips targeting snapper grouper species in federal waters.  The majority (over 61%) of 

current permits are issued to vessels homeported in Florida.  Florida’s stakeholders have expressed mixed 

support for limited-entry; however, staff have noted increased support over the past year. 

NOAA Fisheries has received a request for an exempted fishing permit (EFP) to study pelagic longline 

catch and bycatch in an area closed to the gear off East Florida.  This is similar to a request approved in 

2017; however, that research was halted shortly after the permit was issued.  The SAFMC discussed 

concerns about how this research might interact with Council-managed fisheries, but did not take a position 

on the EFP application.  FWC sent a letter opposing the EFP to the U.S. Secretary of Commerce.  Allowing 

longlines in the closed area could result in loss of conservation gains the closure has contributed to 

swordfish and billfish. 

Staff Recommendation: 

No direction requested at this time; however, input on SAFMC items is always welcome. 

Staff Contact and/or Presenter: 

Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management 


