
 
 

    

    
 

   

  
 

 
 

  
  

    
 

 
  

     
      

  
 

  

  
   

   
 

    
  

 
   

 
   

 

   
  

 
 

  

 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From: Dr. Thomas Eason, Director, Division of Habitat and Species 
Conservation 

Date: July 10, 2017 

Subject: Consent Agenda, Proposed Revisions to the Aquatic Plant Control Permits 
Rules (Chapter 68F-20, F.A.C.) 

Purpose: 
Staff propose amendments to the Aquatic Plant Control Permits rule. The changes will reduce the 
regulatory burden on the public, update the rule text to account for new technology and increase clarity, 
and allow for increased staff time to be spent on FWC funded aquatic plant management activities 
occurring on public water bodies.  

Summary: 
Over the last several years, some stakeholders have expressed concern that staff should devote more time 
to developing aquatic plant management plans and assessing the results of FWC’s aquatic plant 
management activities on public water bodies. An evaluation of staff workloads determined that a 
significant portion of staff’s time is spent processing permits on private water bodies (water bodies not 
accessible to the general public). Water bodies that are 10 surface acres or less in size are currently 
exempt from permitting provided they are not connected to Waters of Special Concern. The proposal is to 
increase the water body size exemption to waters that are less than 160 acres unless it is a publicly 
accessible water body or connected to Waters of Special Concern. This size corresponds to a generally 
used administrative threshold by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), below which 
proprietary (state land) authorization does not typically apply. The proposed rule change will reduce the 
number of permits required on private water bodies thus enbling staff to direct more resources toward 
public water bodies. In addition, minor changes are proposed to include an existing on-line permitting 
progam in rule, provide clarified language and improved definitions, and repeal the requirement that 
permittees must submit an Annual Operations Report. 

Staff solicited stakeholder review and comments, published a Notice of Development of Rulemaking and 
held four public workshops around the state to obtain public input. Staff have incorporated comments 
received into the rule where practicable. 

Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval to advertise the proposed rule amendments and that they be filed for adoption 
without further hearing, unless requested by a member of the public. 

Staff Contact and/or Presenter: 
Bill Caton, Invasive Plant Management Section Leader, Division of Habitat and Species Conservation 


