MEMORANDUM 5

To: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners t{‘%'
L,

From: Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management

Date: July 11, 2017

Subject: Gulf Recreational Gag Grouper Season - Final Public Hearing and Proposed
Adoption of Federal Standards

Purpose:

Staff will present a final public hearing to modify the recreational season for gag grouper
harvest in state waters off Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, and Taylor counties (Big Bend), and
present a federal consistency action that would increase the commercial minimum size limit
for Gulf gag grouper.

Summary:

At its April meeting, the Commission approved a draft rule to modify the recreational season
for gag grouper in state waters off Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, and Taylor counties based on
recent stakeholder feedback. If approved, the season would maintain the April 1 - June 30
season and add a fall open season from Sept. 1 - Dec. 31.

The proposed rule would provide additional gag grouper fishing opportunities in the Big
Bend. Many stakeholders largely support a fall opening, which makes the Big Bend season
length the same as elsewhere in the Gulf.

The Gulf Council recently took final action to increase the commercial gag grouper minimum
size limit from 22 to 24 inches total length. This federal change will make the commercial
and recreational size limits the same, as well as make Gulf regulations consistent with
Atlantic regulations. The proposed rule amendments would make FWC’s gag grouper
commercial minimum size limit rules consistent with the pending federal rule.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends modifying the current season for state waters off Franklin, Wakulla,
Jefferson, and Taylor counties to allow harvest from Sept. 1 through Dec. 31, in addition to
the current April 1 through June 30 season. Staff also recommends approving changes to
increase the commercial minimum size limit for commercial harvest, importation, and sale of
gag grouper from 22 to 24 inches to be consistent with pending federal rules.

Staff Contact and/or Presenter:
Martha Guyas, Division of Marine Fisheries Management



