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For-Hire Electronic Reporting – Final Action
 

 All Gulf federally-permitted for-hire vessels will be required to 
electronically report trip information 
 Reports due at end of each trip before unloading fish 
 Reports to be made using devices that record location (i.e., 

smartphones, tablets, or VMS), with GPS-portion of the device 
permanently affixed to the vessel 

 Implementation pending approval by U.S. Secretary of Commerce and 
program funding 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Council took final action to require all Gulf federally-permitted for-hire vessels to electronically report trip information.  In general, the electronic reporting of trip data is widely supported by the Gulf for-hire industry and could allow for more accurate and timely tracking of landings and quotas. 

If approved by the Secretary of Commerce, trip reports would be due at the end of each trip before unloading fish and the reports would be made using devices that record location (i.e., smartphones, tablets, or VMS).  The Council will also require that the portion of the device that records location must be permanently affixed to the vessel (this could be an antenna or the device itself).  Staff was supportive of the broader option that allows captains to choose whether they want to use a smartphone, tablet, computer, or VMS to record and submit their trip data based on Commission direction.  

Implementation is pending approval by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce and availability of program funding.  



  
 

    

 
   

 
   

  
  

Gag Grouper – Stock Assessment and 
Management Update 
 Assessment update indicates gag grouper not overfished or undergoing 

overfishing but results highly uncertain 
 Council considering increasing commercial minimum size limit from 22 

to 24 inches 
 Would match recreational 24-inch size limit 

 State waters recreational season 
 Stakeholder requests for longer season in Franklin, Wakulla, 


Jefferson, and Taylor counties (currently open Apr. 1 – Jun. 30)
 
 Other Gulf waters open June 1 – Dec. 31 

Commission direction requested on state season 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Council received a report on the recently-completed federal stock assessment update for Gulf gag grouper.   The update indicates that gag grouper is not overfished or undergoing overfishing.  However, the results of the assessment are highly uncertain.  In the last few years, many stakeholders have voiced concerns about the health of the stock, and felt that the stock was not in as good of shape as the previous (2014) assessment indicated.  

The Council is considering increasing the commercial minimum size limit from 22 to 24 inches.  This would make the commercial and recreational minimum size limits the same, and is expected to increase the spawning potential ratio for gag grouper.  Final action could be taken by the Council in April.  

Regarding the recreational season in state waters, staff has received several stakeholder requests for a longer season in Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, and Taylor counties.  The recreational gag grouper season in these counties is open yearly from April 1 through June 30.  This season was initially set to allow the recreational season to be open in this area when gag grouper were available in state waters and the federal season was significantly shorter.  In 2016, the federal season was lengthened to June 1 through December 31.  The Commission set a consistent season in Gulf state waters outside Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, and Taylor counties.  Staff requests Commission direction on the state season for these four counties given stakeholder feedback and the longer season in other Gulf waters.

   



 

    
  

    
  

  
      

   

Bottom Longline Exempted Fishing Permit 
Application 
 Proposal would allow 8 commercial longline vessels to fish in an area 

off west Florida that is seasonally closed to bottom longlining 
 Seasonal closure implemented in 2010 to reduce take of sea turtles by 

the bottom longline fishery 
 Area open to other fishing gears 

 Proposal goal: determine if electronic monitoring (i.e., video cameras) 

can be used to monitor, assess, and reduce sea turtle interactions
 

 Council to vote in April on whether to recommend approval of EFP 
application 

Commission direction requested 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Council also learned that a group of commercial fishermen partnering with Mote Marine Laboratory recently submitted an exempted fishing permit (EFP) application to NOAA that proposes to allow 8 bottom longline fishermen to fish in an area off the west coast of Florida that was closed to bottom longlining in 2010.  The area was closed to reduce sea turtle take by the bottom longline fishery based on estimated sea turtle takes by bottom longlines in 2006-2007.  The area remains open to other fishing gears.

The purpose of the EFP is to determine whether electronic monitoring (i.e., video cameras) can be used to monitor, assess, and reduce the number and condition of sea turtle interactions in the Gulf bottom longline fishery.  NOAA Fisheries has authority over issuing EFPs, but often requests that the Council provide comments and indicate whether they would support proposed EFP projects.  In this case, the Council decided to defer voting on whether to recommend NOAA Fisheries approve the EFP application until after information about how this proposal would impact sea turtles is provided.  This vote could occur at the April Council meeting.  Commission direction is requested on whether to recommend approval of this EFP request to NOAA Fisheries.  



 

  
 

  
  

 
 

  

Other Council Updates
 

 Potential deep-water coral protection areas – scoping meetings in 
spring 2017 
 Could limit fishing in some offshore areas off Florida 

 Commercial shrimp permits – public hearings in spring 2017 
 Spiny lobster – joint amendment underway with South Atlantic Council 

to increase annual catch limit 
 King mackerel allocation sharing – final action deferred 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Council has also been busy on several other fishery management issues.  The Council will hold scoping meetings on potential deep-water coral protected areas.  Some of these areas occur off Florida (Pulley Ridge and areas off southwest Florida), and additional gear or harvest restrictions could affect fishing activity within these areas.  So far, the Council has been working with its advisory panels and coral scientists to better understand which areas may warrant additional protections and if fishermen are using these areas.  The Council will also hold public hearings on setting a minimum threshold number of commercial shrimp permits and what to do if the number of permits drops below the threshold.   

The Council also reviewed potential management changes for spiny lobster that would increase management benchmarks (ABC, ACL, and ACT).  This is a joint action with the South Atlantic Council. Currently, management benchmarks in this fishery are based on a time period when landings were historically low.  As a result, the ACT has been exceeded three times and the ACL has been exceeded twice in recent years.    

Finally, for king mackerel, the Council deferred action on allowing allocation that goes uncaught in the recreational sector to be shared with the commercial sector.  In recent years, the commercial king mackerel fishery has caught or exceeded its quota while the recreational fishery has caught well under its allocation.  Outside of south Florida, most stakeholders that have provided comments on this concept have opposed it for a number of reasons including potential for increased recreational landings, pending regulatory changes including a quota increase, and concerns about market value, changes in the stock, and shifts in the commercial fishery.  The Council could revisit this concept in the future, potentially when the next king mackerel stock assessment is complete.  




 

  
  

Direction Requested 

 Gag grouper recreational season – Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, 
Taylor counties 
 Bottom longline EFP request 
 Input on other Council items is welcome 
 Next Gulf Council meeting is Apr. 3-7 in Birmingham, AL 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In summary, staff requests Commission direction on the state season for Franklin, Wakulla, Jefferson, and Taylor counties and whether to recommend NOAA Fisheries approve an EFP request that would allow bottom longlining in a seasonally closed area off west Florida.  

No direction is requested at this time on other items; however, input on Council items is welcome.  The next Gulf Council meeting is April 3-7 in Birmingham, AL.
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