
 
 

 

This document summarizes the history and evolution of fish and wildlife management and 
how the governance of fish and wildlife conservation is continuing to evolve and address 
current and future challenges. 
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Resident Recreation Participation 

1985 1992 2002 2011 2016 

• Bicyding • Paddling • Hiking • Tent Camping 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection – Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan 2016 - 2017 
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Outdoor Recreation Impacts 

• 55% of Florida residents 
participate in outdoor 
recreation each year 

IN FLORIDA OUTDOOR 
RECREATION GENERATES: 

$58.6 485,000 
BILLION DIRECT 

JOBS 

IN CONSUMER 
SPENDING ANNUALLY 

Ll 6 
$17.9 $3.5 
BILLION BILLION 
IN WAGES AND IN STATE AND LOCAL 
SALARIES TAX REVENUE 

m 

Source: Outdoor Industry Association National Recreation Economy Report, 2017 

https://outdoorindustry.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/OIA_RecEcoState_FL.pdf 
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Statewide fresh water demand projection 
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Conservation Opportunltia 
In the Northeast Region 
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Big Marco Pass 
S~n.d Chance 
Pelican Shoal Bird Island 
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Why Wildlife Are Declining: Large-Scale and Rapid Change 
Population growth. In 1936, the year the National Wildlife Federation was founded, the population of the 
United States was estimated at 128 million people. In contrast, the US population in 2016 was estimated 
to be 322 million, an increase of about 150 percent. The U.S. Census estimates that by mid-century, the 
population may grow by yet another 100 million. 
Land use changes. Fueled in part by population growth, and in part by other social, economic, and 
technological factors, there have been massive changes in the way land is used across the country. 
hundreds of millions of acres of industrial farms have replaced small, family farms, which traditionally had 
more wildlife habitat, such as hedgerows mixed in among smaller fields of diverse crops. Metropolitan 
growth and suburban sprawl. Transportation and energy corridors crisscross the country and include 
nearly four million miles of highways that fragment habitat and create dangers for wildlife attempting to 
cross them. 
Alteration of rivers and waterways. The particularly dire condition of America’s aquatic organisms is largely 
a reflection of the poor condition and extensive alteration of the nation’s rivers and streams. The U.S. 
Geological Survey estimates that as many as 75 percent of the rivers and streams in America have been 
altered through channelization, damming, dredging, levees, modification of flow regimes, and other 
human interventions. And, the U.S. EPA estimates that as many as one third of the nation’s rivers and 
streams do not meet basic water-quality standards. 
Climate Change 
Invasive species 
Wildlife diseases. New and emerging diseases are an increasing problem for many species. For example, 
Chronic wasting disease, which ravages the brains of deer and other cervids, has so far been found in 22 
states. Diseases passed from domestic livestock, like sheep and cattle, threaten bighorn sheep 
(pneumonia) and bison (brucellosis). White nose syndrome, a fungal disease of bats, is spreading across 
the United States and has decimated numerous bat populations. Similarly, the fungal disease Bd has 
caused steep population declines in frogs, and is responsible for a number of amphibian extinctions 
worldwide. 
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Strategic Plan rests on 3 pillars underpinned by an expansion of NWF organizational 
infrastructure 
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