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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation covers proposed rule changes related to expanding small game hunting opportunities on FWC-managed public areas.  Full summaries of all proposed rule changes are included in the additional background material.Author:  Wesley SeitzReport date:  March 20, 2017



Why Small Game Hunting?

 Recruitment Gateway
 Broad appeal
 Great for new hunters
 High chance of success
 “Spur-of-the-moment” opportunity

 Keep Tradition Alive
 Reactivate lapsed hunters
 Share heritage and knowledge

Enhances Participation in Conservation
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Increasing small game hunting opportunity on public lands closely aligns with FWC’s Strategic Initiative to Expand Participation in Conservation.  Small game hunting provides a great gateway to recruit new conservationists. With lower barriers to participation as well as a higher chance for success, it is an excellent way for experienced hunters to pass on their heritage to youth or adults new to hunting.  Small game hunting is sustainable and broadly appealing, providing varied opportunities such as bird hunting with shotgun, archery/crossbow hunting for wild hog, squirrel hunting with rimfire rifles or air guns, and much more.  These types of opportunity often require little planning, allowing hunters to engage in “spur-of-the-moment” small game hunts, providing a window back into the outdoors for lapsed hunters with busy lifestyles.



Expand Small Game Season on 18 Areas
 703 additional days of small game hunting
 86% increase in hunting opportunity 
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Increased Hunting Opportunities – Expand small game season by increasing the number of days open for hunting:North Central Region (68A-15.062): Big Bend – Hickory Mound Unit, Big Bend – Jena Unit, Big Bend – Snipe Island Unit, Big Bend – Spring Creek Unit, Big Bend – Tide Swamp Unit; (68A-17.005): Fort White, Lafayette Forest, Northwest Region (68A-15.063):  Apalachee, Aucilla, Escribano Point; (68A-17.005): L. Kirk EdwardsSouth Region (68A-15.064):  Dinner Island Ranch, Fisheating Creek (West of U.S. 27 only), J.W. Corbett, Spirit-of-the-WildNortheast Region (68A-15.065):  Half Moon, Three Lakes – Prairie Lakes Unit, Salt LakeIncreased Hunting Opportunities – Expand small game season by increasing the number of species legal to hunt.Northwest Region (68A-17.005): L. Kirk Edwards*Full summaries of these proposed rules can be found in the additional background materials 



New Northern Bobwhite 
Opportunities

 Shotgun only
 No-cost permit 
 Acquired from licensed vendor

 Allow bird dog training with release of northern 
bobwhite during small game season on 9 areas
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New Opportunities – allow northern bobwhite to be released and taken by shotgun during the small game season. A daily no-cost permit and proof that northern bobwhite were obtained from a licensed game farm would be required for each individual or group participating:Southwest Region (68A-15.061):  Hilochee (individuals participating must enter through the Riddick Grove Road entrance)North Central Region (68A-17.005): Watermelon Pond (within the designated area north of Watermelon Pond)Northwest Region (68A-15.063):  Aucilla (within FWC-lead managed portions of the area); (68A-17.005):  Apalachicola River (within the designated portion of the area east of the Apalachicola River), L. Kirk EdwardsSouth Region (68A-15.064):  Dinner Island Ranch, J. W. CorbettNortheast Region (68A-15.065):  Caravelle Ranch (within that portion of the area surrounded by Loop Road), Salt Lake*Full summaries of these proposed rules can be found in the additional background materials 



Public Input
 Online poll for receiving public comments
 Stakeholders notified through email and social media
 Sent to more than 140,000 email addresses
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Summaries of all rule proposals regarding small game hunting on FWC-managed areas were provided to the public online for commenting beginning in March. The opportunity to comment was advertised and made available through FWC’s HuntFlorida Facebook page and Twitter account.  Additionally, an email blast was sent via GovDelivery (FWC’s email news group service), resulting in emails to over 140,000 unique email addresses. The proposals will remain available for public comment until the July 2017 Commission meeting.



Staff 
Recommendation

 Approve proposed rule amendments for advertising in 
the Florida Administrative Register

 Provide direction or guidance to staff as we continue 
working with the public

 Consider for final adoption at July 2017 Commission 
meeting
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If approved as final rules in July 2017, rules would take effect September 1, 2017. 
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