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This is a review and discussion of actions from the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s (Council) March 6-10 meeting in Jekyll Island, GA.Authors: Erika Burgess, Jessica McCawley, and Martha GuyasReport date: March 20, 2017 Photo courtesy of Don DeMaria



Yellowtail Snapper and Dolphin Actions 
Delayed
 Development of options to alleviate quota closures and create access to 

unused quota has been delayed to consider additional information
 Past recreational harvest estimates will be recalibrated, which is 

expected to result in higher estimates of recreational catch
 Depending on results, options under consideration may not 

alleviate quota closures
 FWC yellowtail snapper stock assessment expected in 2019
 Will likely recommend different quotas

 These may have significant implications as to whether the options 
being considered are warranted

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After both the yellowtail snapper and dolphin commercial fisheries experienced quota closures in 2015 and the recreational sectors appeared to have harvested less than 55% of their quotas for these species, the Council began exploring options to alleviate the effects of quota closures.  This included options to combine, share, or redistribute quota allocations between the commercial and recreational sectors.  The Commission wrote a letter in support of this effort and encouraged the Council to work swiftly toward a solution.  FWC staff advocated for access to unused quota at Council meetings.At the March 2017 meeting, the Council discussed options for both yellowtail snapper and dolphin allocations.  They noted the Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP) has changed their method for surveying recreational effort, which resulted in higher estimates of both effort and catch.  Based on the new methods, MRIP will recalibrate past estimates of recreational effort and catch in 2018.  Consequently, the Council is concerned this recalibration may show the recreational sector harvested much more of its yellowtail snapper and dolphin quotas.  If so, options to combine, share, or redistribute quota allocations may not alleviate quota closures.The Council also noted FWC will soon begin a stock assessment for yellowtail snapper with results expected in 2019.  The assessment will likely recommend different quotas, which could either mitigate or intensify the need for action.  For example, if the assessment determines the stock can support higher levels of harvest and the quota is increased, the commercial fishery may be less likely to face quota closures.Due to the timing of the MRIP recalibration and the yellowtail snapper stock assessment, the Council voted to delay work on options for yellowtail snapper and dolphin. 



Red Snapper
 Continues to be overfished and undergoing overfishing
 NOAA Fisheries says current management adequately addresses overfishing
 The Council is requesting guidance from its Science and Statistical Committee  

on establishing a quota
Management changes under consideration
 Measures to reduce discard mortality
 Require use of descending devices
 Restrict harvesters to single-hook rigs
 Closure of deeper waters to recreational bottom fishing for part of the year

 Recreational snapper-grouper permit for bottom-fishing
 Required recreational reporting of all snapper-grouper fishing via a mobile app
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Though the Atlantic red snapper stock continues to be overfished and undergoing overfishing, NOAA Fisheries announced at the March 2017 meeting that current red snapper closures are adequately addressing overfishing.  NOAA Fisheries advised that due to uncertainty in the most recent stock assessment and ambiguity regarding the amount of overfishing currently taking place, the Council should seek guidance from its Science and Statistical Committee on how to set an appropriate quota.  The Council has requested this guidance and will receive feedback at their June meeting.As the red snapper fishery remains overfished, the Council discussed ways to rebuild the stock while also providing harvest opportunities and improving recreational data collection.  To reduce discard mortality, the Council is considering requiring descending devices, limiting harvesters to single-hook rigs, and closing deeper waters to all bottom fishing during a portion of the year.  Descending devices increase survival rates for released fish.  Single-hook rigs would limit the number of encounters with red snapper.  Seasonal closures would eliminate discard mortality in deeper waters for at least some portion of the year.To improve estimates of recreational catch and effort in the snapper-grouper fishery and estimates of overfishing for red snapper, the Council is considering a permit for recreational snapper-grouper fishing and required recreational reporting.  The permit would better identify snapper-grouper fishermen and be similar to FWC’s Gulf Reef Fish Survey.  Recreational reporting will be tested through a pilot study using a mobile app developed by the Snook and Gamefish Foundation.The Council has expressed interest in implementing a suite of management actions that would ultimately allow for a red snapper fishing season with small recreational bag or vessel limits and some amount of commercial harvest. If the Council pursues any of these measures, they would not go into effect before 2018.



No Direction Requested
 Input on other Council items is welcome
 Next Council meeting is June 12-16 in Ponte Vedra, FL
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Staff is not seeking direction on specific Council items at this time; however, input on Council items is always welcome.The next Council meeting is June 12-16 in Ponte Vedra, FL.
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