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	5.1.1 Prescribe burn 220 acres per year.
	5.1.2 Conduct habitat/natural community improvement on 110 acres per year including chemical and mechanical treatments and continued improvement on Management Unit 10 (Figure 15).
	5.1.3 Develop and implement OBVM.
	Long-term
	5.1.4 Continue to prescribe burn 220 acres per year.
	5.1.5 As feasible given the current conditions of the upland communities as described in Section 4.2.2, re-establish a 3 - 5 year target fire return interval on 1,100 acres (100%) of fire adapted communities.
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	5.1.9 Continue to conduct timber harvest for the purposes of habitat restoration on 600 acres of the pine plantation vegetative community (Figure 15).
	5.2 Imperiled Species Habitat Maintenance, Enhancement, Restoration, or Population Restoration
	Goal:  Maintain, improve, or restore imperiled species populations and habitats.


	Short-term
	5.2.1 Develop and implement a WCPR strategy.
	5.2.2 Continue to collect opportunistic wildlife species occurrence data.
	Long-term
	5.2.3 Continue to implement WCPR strategy by managing identified habitats and monitoring identified species.
	5.2.4 Conduct a gopher tortoise burrow survey every five years.
	5.3 Other Wildlife (Game and Non-game) Habitat Maintenance, Enhancement, Restoration, or Population Restoration.
	Goal:  Maintain, improve, or restore game and non-game species populations and habitats.


	Long-term
	5.3.1 Continue to collect opportunistic wildlife species occurrence data.
	5.4 Exotic and Invasive Species Maintenance and Control
	Goal:  Remove exotic and invasive plants and animals and conduct needed maintenance- control.


	Short-term
	5.4.1 To continue maintenance conditions, annually treat approximately one acre of Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC) Category I and Category II invasive exotic plant species, as needed.
	5.4.2 Continue to implement control measures on feral hog and others as needed.
	Long-term
	5.4.3 To continue maintenance conditions, annually treat approximately one acre of FEPPC Category I and Category II invasive exotic plant species, as needed.
	5.4.4 Continue to implement control measures on feral hog and other exotic and invasive animal species as needed.
	5.5 Public Access and Recreational Opportunities
	Goal:  Provide public access and recreational opportunities.


	Short-term
	5.5.1 Maintain public access and recreational opportunities to allow for a recreational carrying capacity of 40 visitors per day.
	5.5.2 Develop additional public access and recreational opportunities to allow for a carrying capacity of 160 visitors/day.
	5.5.3 Continue to provide a two panel kiosk for interpretation and education.
	5.5.4 Develop three new interpretive/education programs and/or products including a trail guide, bird list and website.
	5.5.5 Maintain/design/develop 7.5 miles of trails.
	5.5.6 Complete development of a Recreation Master Plan.
	Long-term
	5.5.7 Develop a new kiosk for interpretation and education.
	5.5.8 Monitor trails biannually for visitor impacts.
	5.5.9 Reassess recreational opportunities every three years.
	5.5.10 Continue to provide hunting opportunities for deer, turkey, and feral hogs.
	5.5.11 Cooperate with other agencies, County, stakeholders, and regional landowners to investigate regional recreational opportunities including linking hiking, and multi-use trail systems between adjacent public areas.
	5.5.12 Continue to identify partnerships that could provide for environmental educational programs and outreach.
	5.6 Hydrological Preservation and Restoration
	/Goal:  Protect water quality and quantity, restore hydrology to the extent feasible, and maintain the restored condition.


	Short-term
	5.6.1 Conduct or obtain a site hydrological assessment to identify potential hydrology restoration needs.

	Long-term
	5.6.2 To enhance natural hydrological functions, continue to install and maintain low-water crossings and culverts as appropriate.
	5.6.3 Restore natural hydrologic condition and functions as recommended in hydrological assessment, as feasible.
	5.7 Forest Resource Management
	Goal:  Manage timber resources to improve or restore natural communities for the benefit of wildlife.


	Short-term
	5.7.1 Consult with the FFS or a professional forestry consultant regarding forest management activities as appropriate.
	Long-term
	5.7.2 Prepare and implement a Timber Harvest Plan including harvesting and prescribed burning activities based on restoration and maintenance needs of the natural communities and other goals established for management of the LFWEA.
	5.7.3 Continue to consult with the FFS or a professional forestry consultant regarding forest management activities as appropriate.
	5.8 Cultural and Historical Resources
	Goal:  Protect, preserve, and maintain the cultural resources of the WEA.


	Short-term
	5.8.1 Ensure all known sites are recorded in the Florida Division of Historical Resources (DHR) Master Site file.
	5.8.2 Continue to monitor, protect, and preserve as necessary any future identified sites.
	5.8.3 FWC will coordinate with DHR to determine when a reconnaissance-level archaeological survey may be conducted.
	Long-term
	5.8.4 Cooperate with DHR or trained FWC staff in designing site plans for development of infrastructure.
	5.8.5 Continue to monitor, protect, and preserve as necessary any future identified sites.
	5.8.6 Coordinate with DHR for Archaeological Resources Management training for area staff.
	5.9 Capital Facilities and Infrastructure
	Goal:  Develop the capital facilities and infrastructure necessary to meet the goals and objectives of this management plan.


	Short-term
	5.9.1 Continue to maintain one parking area facility.
	5.9.2 Design and construct one area entryway facility capable of accommodating vehicles with trailers (Figure 15).
	5.9.3 Maintain 21 miles of roads.
	5.9.4 Construct 7.5 miles of trails.
	Long-term
	5.9.5 Monitor trails and infrastructure biannually for visitor impacts.
	5.9.6 Continue to maintain 21 miles of roads.
	5.9.7 Continue to maintain 7.5 miles of trails.
	5.9.8 Continue to maintain two area entryway facilities.
	5.10 Land Conservation and Stewardship Partnerships
	Goal:  Enhance wildlife conservation, resource and operational management through development of an optimal boundary.


	Short-term
	5.10.1 Identify important wildlife resources, habitat, landscape-scale linkages, and wildlife corridors for operational/resource management that may be important to the continued viability of fish and wildlife populations in the region.
	5.10.2 Develop a Conservation Action Strategy.
	5.10.3 Contact and inform adjoining landowners about the FWC Landowners Assistance Program to pursue non-acquisition conservation stewardship, partnerships, and potential conservation easements.
	5.10.4 Identify and recommend parcels for addition to the FWC acquisition list.
	5.10.5 Identify potential non-governmental organization partnerships and grant program opportunities.
	5.10.6 Conduct a landowner assistance/conservation stewardship partnership workshop for adjoining landowners as feasible.
	5.10.7 Collaborate with SRWMD on mutual management opportunities and efficiencies.
	5.10.8 Coordinate and cooperate with Department of Defense military branches to allow for training opportunities for military personnel such as Gulf Regional Air Space Initiative (GRASI) and other initiatives as appropriate and compatible with the con...
	Long-term
	5.10.9 Continue to identify strategic parcels to revise the completed optimal conservation planning boundary for the LFWEA as deemed necessary.
	5.10.10 Continue to identify and recommend parcels for addition to the FWC acquisition list.
	5.10.11 Pursue acquisition of parcels added to the FWC acquisition list as acquisition work plan priorities and funding allow.
	5.10.12 Periodically (at least every three to five years) continue to contact and meet with adjacent landowners for willingness to participate in the Conservation Action Strategy.
	5.10.13 Coordinate landowner assistance/conservation stewardship partnership workshop as deemed appropriate.
	5.10.14 Continue to collaborate with SRWMD on mutual management opportunities and efficiencies.
	5.10.15 Continue to coordinate and cooperate with Department of Defense military branches to allow for training opportunities for military personnel such as Gulf Regional Air Space Initiative (GRASI) and other initiatives as appropriate and compatible...
	5.11 Climate Change
	Goal:   Develop appropriate adaptation strategies in response to projected climate change effects and their potential impacts on natural resources, including fish and wildlife, and the operational management of the LFWEA.


	Long-term
	5.11.1 Coordinate with FWC-FWRI Climate Change Adaptation Initiative to identify potential impacts of projected climate change on fish and wildlife resources and operational management of the LFWEA.
	5.11.2 Incorporate appropriate climate change monitoring protocols and management strategies into the OBVM program for the LFWEA.
	5.11.3 Incorporate appropriate climate change adaptation strategies into the WCPR for LFWEA.
	5.11.4 As appropriate, update the LFWEA Prescribed Fire Plan to incorporate new scientific information regarding projected climate change, such as increased frequency of drought, on the fire regime of LFWEA’s fire-adapted habitats.
	5.11.5 As science, technology, and climate policy evolve, educate natural resource management partners and the public about the agency’s policies, programs and efforts to study, document and address potential climate change; assess the need to incorpo...
	5.12 Research Opportunities
	Goal:  Explore and pursue cooperative research opportunities.


	Long-term
	5.12.1 Explore and pursue cooperative research opportunities through universities, Fish and Wildlife Research Institute, etc. as appropriate.
	5.12.2 Continue to cooperate with researchers, universities, and others as appropriate.
	5.12.3 Continue to assess the need for and pursue research and conservation education partnership opportunities as appropriate.

	6 Schedule:  Timelines for Completion of Resource Management Goals and Objectives
	7 Resource Management Challenges and Strategies
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