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SAL2
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT
TRUST FUND OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

2,144.80 acres
LEASE AGREEMENT

LAFAYETTE FOREST WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL AREA

Lease Number 4608

This lease is made and entered into this ﬁday of'T—z HNURFPF
ZD_QEZ, between tha BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, hereinafter referred to as "LESSOR", and FLORIDA
FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION, hereinafter referred to as
"LESSEER".

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the BCARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA holds title to certain lands and property being
utilized by the State of Florida for public purposes, and

WHERBEAS, the BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERHNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA is authorized in Section 253.03, Florida Statutes,
to enter into leases for the use, benefit and possession of public lands by
state agencies that may properly use and possess them for the benefit of the
people of the State of Florida.

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants and
agreements hereinafter contained. LESSOR leases the below deacribed premisag
to LESESEE subject t¢ the following terms and conditions:

1. DELEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY: LESSOR’S responsibilities and obligations

herein shall be exerclsed by the Division of State Lands, State of Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.

2. DESCRIPTION OF PREMISES: The property subject to this lease is

situated in the County of Lafayette, State of Florida and ie more
particularly described in Exhibit "A" attached heretc and hereinafter
referred to as "leased premises”. Unless stated otherwise, all sovereignty
lande located within the boundaries of Exhibit ™A” shall be congidered a
part of leased premises.

3. TERM: The term of this lease shall be for a peviod of fifty years,

commencing on(j?}ﬂuﬁﬁy /é[, 1[_0("' and ending Onjﬂl\a’uﬁ&y /5 2459

unless socner terminated pursuant to the provigions of this lease.
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4. PURPOSE: LESSEE ahall manage the leased premises only for the
conservation and protection of natural and historical regources and rescurce
based public outdoor recreation which is compatible with the conservation
and protection of these public lands, as set forth in subsection
259.032(11}, Florida Statutes, along with cther related uses necesasary for
the accomplishment of this purpose as designated in the Management Plan
ragquired by paragraph 7 of this lease.

5. QUIBET ENJOYMENT AND RIGHT QOF USE: LESSEE shall have the wight of

ingress and egress to, from and upon the leased premipes for all purposes
necessary to the full quiet enjoyment by said LESSEE of the rights conveyed
herein.

6. UNAUTHORIZED USE: LESSEE shall, through its agente and employees,
prevent the unauthorized use of the leased premises or any us¢e thereof not

in conformance with this lease.

7. MANAGEMENT PLAN: LESSEE shall prepare and submit a Management Plan for
the leased premises in accordance with Section 253.034, Florida Statutes,
within twelve months of the effective date of this lease. The Management
Plan shall be submitted for approval to the State of Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, Division of State Lands, Office of Environmental
Services, Mail Statlon 140, 3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida
32399-3000. The leased premises shall not be developed or physically altered
in any way other than what ig necessary for security and maintenance of the
leased premises without the prioxr written approval of LESSOR until thae
Management Plan ia approved. The Management Plan shall emphasize the original
management concept as approved by LESSOR at the time of acquisition, which
established the primary public purpose for which the leaged premises were
acquired. The approved Management Plan shall provide the basic guidance for
all management activities and shall be reviewed jointly by LESSEE and LESSOR.
LESSEE shall mot use or alter the leased premises except as provided for in
the approved Management Plan without the prior writtan approval of LESSOR.
The Management Plan prepared under this lease shall identify management
strategies for exotic epecies, if present. The introduction of exotic specles

is prohibited, except when specifically authorized by the approved Management

Plan.
Page 2 of 15 Pagen
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8. RIGHT OF INSPECTION: LESSOR or its duly authorized agenta shail have

the right at any and all times to inspect the leased premiges and the works
and cperations thereon of LESSEE, in any matter pertaining to this lease.

9. INSURANCE REQUTREMENTS: LESSEE ashall procure and maintain fire and

extended risk insurance coverage, in accerdance with Chapter 284, F.S., for
any buildings and improvements located on the leased premises by preparing
and delivering to the Division of Riegk Management, State of Florida
Department of Insurance, a completed Florida Fire Imsurance Trust Fund
Coverage Request Form and a copy of this lease immediately upon erection of
any structures as allowed bf paragraph 4 of this lease. A copy of paid form
and immediate notification in wrlting of any erection or removal of
gtructures or other improvements on the lessed premlses and any changes
affecting the value of the improvements shall be submitted to the following:
Bureau of Public Land Administration, Divigion of State Lande, State of
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Mail Station 130, 3800
Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee, Floride 32399-3000.

10. LIABILITY: LESSEE shall assist in the investigation of injury or
damage claims either for or against LESSOR or the State of Florida
pertaining to LESSEE'S respective areas of responsibility under this lease
or arising out of LESSEE'S regpective management programs or activities and
shall contact LESSOR ragarding the legal action deemed appropriate to remedy
such damage or claims.

11. ARCHAFOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC SITES: Execution of this lease in no way

affects any of the parties' obligations pursuant to Chapter 267, Pleorida
Statutes. The collection of artifacts or the disturbance of archaeological
and historic gites on state-owned lands is prohibited unless prior
authorization has been obtained from the State of Florida Department of
State, Division of Historical Resources. The Management Plan prepared
pursuant to Section 253.034, Florida Statutee, shall be reviawed by the
Division of Historical Resources to insure that adeguate measures have been
planned to locate, identify, protect and preserve the archaeological and
historic sites and properties on the leasead premiges.

12. EASEMENTS: All easements including, but not limited to, utility

Page 3 of 15 Pages
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easements are expressly prohibited without the prior written approval of
LESSOR. Any easement not approved in writing by LESZOR shall be wvoid and
without legal effect.

13. SUBLEASES: This lease is for the purposes specified herein and
subleasaa of any nature are prohibited, without the prior written approval
of LESSOR. Any sublease not approved in writing by LESSOR shall be void and
without legal effact.

14. POST CLOSING RESPONSIBILITIES: In an effort to define

responsibilities of the LESSOR and LESSEE with regard to resolving post
closing management issues, the parties agree to the following:

a. After consultation with the LESSEE, LESSOR agrees to
provide the LESSEE with tha title, aurvey and envirommental
products procured by the LESSOR, prior to closing.

b. LESSOR will initiate_survaying services to locate and mark
boundary lines of specific parcels when necessary for immediate
agency management and will provide a boundary survey of the
entire acquisition project at the conclusion of all acquisitions
within the project boundary. Provided, however, the LESSEE may
requeat individual parcel boundary surveys, if neceassary, prior
to the conclusion of acquilsition activities within the project
boundaries.

c. Unless otharwise agreed to by LESSEE, LESSOR ghall at its
sole cost and expense, make a diligent affort to resolve all
issues pertaining to all title defects, survey matters or
environmental contamination assoclated with the leased premises,
including but not limited to trash and debrie, which were elther
known or should have been reasonably known by LESSOR at the time
LESSOR acquired the leaped premises. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, LESSOR will not be responaible for any of LESSEE’'S
attorney’s fees, ccﬂts; or liability or damages incurred by the
LESSEE in resolving any issue In which the LESSEE is named as a
party in any litigation or cother legal or administrative
proceeding.

Page 4 of 15 Pages
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d. with regard to all title defecta, survey matters, or
environmental contamination asscciated with the leased premises
which were not known or c¢ould not have been reasonably known by
LESSOR at the time LESSOR acquired the leased premisesa, LESSOR and
LESSEE agree to cooperate in developing an appropriate strategy
for jointly resolving these matters. LESSQR acknowledges and
understands that LESSEE is unable to commit any substantial amount
of their routine operating funds for the resolution of any title
defect, survey matter, or envirconmental contamination asgociatad
with the lease premises. Notwithstanding the foregoing, LESSOR
will not be responsible for any of LESSEE’S attorney’'s fees,
costs, or liability or damages incurred by the LESSEE in resolving
any issue in which the LESSEE is named as a party in any
litigation or other legal or administrative procaeding.

15. SURRENDER OF PREMISES: Upon termination or expiration of this lease

LESSEE ghall surxender the leased premises to LESSOR, In the event no
further use of the leased premises or any part thereof is needed, written
notification shall be made to tha Bureau of Public Land Adminiatration,
Division of State Lands, State of Florida pepartment of Environmental
Protection, Mail Station 130, 3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee,
Florida 32399-3000, at lsast 8ix months prior to the release of all or any
part of the leased premises. Notification shall includea a legal
degcription, this lease number and an explanation of the release. The
raleage shall only be valid if approved by LESSOR through execution of a
releape of lease instrument with the same formality as this lease. Upon
release of all or any part of the leased premises or upon expiration or
termination of this leasa, all permament improvements, including both
physical structures and mecdifications to the leased premises, shall become
the property of LESSOR, unless LESSOR gives written notice to LESSEE to
remove any or all such improvements at the expense of LESSEE. The decision
to retain any improvements upon termination of this lease shall be at

LESSOR'S socle discretion. Prior to gurrender of all or any part of ths

Page 5 of 15 Pages
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leased préemises, a representative of the Division ¢f State Lands shall
parform an on-site inapection and the keys to any buildings on tha leased
premises shall be turned over to the Division. If the leased premisea and
improvements located thereon do not meet all conditiona set forth in
paragrapha 16 and 21 herein, LESSEE shall pay all costs necessary to meet
the pregcribed conditions.

16. BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES: LESSEF ghall implement applicable Best

Management Practices for all activities conducted under this lease in
compliance with paragraph 18-2.018(2) (h), Florida Administrative Code, which
have been selected, developed. or approved by LESS0R, LESSER or other land
managing agencies for the protection and enhancement of tha leaced premises.

17. PUBLIC LANDS ARTHROPOD CONTROL PLAN: LESSEE shall identify and

subsequently designate to the respective arthropod control district or
digtricts within one year of the effactive date of this lease all of the
environmentally senmsitive and bioclogically highly productive lands contained
withio the leased premises, in accordance with Section 388.4111, Florida
Statutes and Chapter 5E-13, Florida Adminiatrative Code, for the purpose of
cbtaining a public lands arthropod control plam for such lands.

is. UTILITY FEES: LESSEE shall he responeible for the payment of all
charges for the furnishing of gas, electricity, water and other public
utilities to the leased premises and for having all utilities turned off
when the leased premises are surrendered.

19. ASSIGNMENT: This lease shall not be assigned in whole or in part
without the prior written consent of LESSOR. RAny assignment made either in
whole or in part without the prior written consent of LESSOR shall be void
and without legal aeffect.

20. PLACEMENT AND REMOVAL OF IMPROVEMENTS: All buildinga, structures,

improvements, and signs shall be constructed at the expense of LESSEE in
accordance with plans prepared by professional designers and shall require
the prior written approval of LESSOR as to purpose location, and design.
Further, mo trees, other than non-native gpecies, shall be removed or major
land alterations done without the prior written approval of LESSOR.
Removable equipment placed on the leased premises by LESSEE which do not
Page 6 of 15 Pages
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bacome a permanent part of the leased premiges will remain the property of
LESSEE and may bhe removed by LESSEE upon termination of thie lease.

21. MAINTENANCE OF TMPROVEMENTE: LESSEE shall maintain the real property

contained within the leased premises and any improvements located thereon,
in a state of good condition, working order and repair ineluding, but not
limited to, removing all trash or litter, maintaining all planned
improvements as set forth in the approved Management Plan, meeting all
building and safety codes. LESSEE shall maintain any and all existing
roads, canal, ditches, culverts, risers and the like in as good condition ae
the same may be on the effective date of this lease.

22. ENTIRE UNDERSTANDING: This lease sets forth the entire understanding

betweaen the parties and shall only be amended with the prior written

approval of LESSOR.

23. BREACH OF COVENANTS, TERMS, OR CONDITIONS: Should LESSEE breach any of

the covenants, terma, or conditions of this lease, LESSOR shall give written
notice to LESSEE to remedy such breach within sixty days of such notice. In
the event LBESSEE fails to remedy the breach to the gsatisfaction of LESSOR
within sixty days of receipt of written notice, LESSOR may either terminate
thip lease and recover from LESSBE all damages LESSOR may incur by reason of
the breach including, but not limited to, the cost of recovering the leased
premises or maintain this lease in full force and effect and exercise all
rights and remedies herein conferred upon LESSOR.

24. NO WATVER OF BREACH: The failure of LESSOR to insist in any one or

more instances upon sgtrict performance of any one or more of the covenants,
texms and conditions of this leage shall not be conatrued as a waiver of
such covenants, terme and conditions, but the same shall continue in full
force and effect, and no waiver of LESSOR of any one of the provisions
hereof shall in any event be deemed to have been made unless the waiver is
set forth in writing, signed by LESSOR.

25. PROHTIBITIONS AGATINST LIENS OR OTHER ENCUMBRANCES: Fes title to the

leased premises is held by LESSOR. LESSEE shall not do or permit anything
which purports to create a lien or encumbrance of any nature against the
real property contained in the leased premises including, but not limited
Page 7 of 15 Pages
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to, mortgages or construction liens against the leased premises or against
any interest of LESSOR therein.

26. CONDITIONS AND CQVENANTS: All of the provisions of this lease shall be

deemed covenants running with the land included in the leased premiseas, and
conatrued ko be "conditions" as well as "covenants" aa theugh thas words
specifically expressing or imparting covenants and ¢onditions weares used in

each separate provieion.

27. NOTICES: All notices given under this lease shall be in writing and
shall be served by certified mail including, but not limited to, notice of any
violation served pursuant to Sectien 253.04, Florida Statutes, to the last
address of the party to whom notice is to be given, as designated by such
party in writing. LESSOR and LESSEE hereby designate their address as
followa:

LESSOR: Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust
Fund of the State of Florida
Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Public Land Administration
Division of State Lands
3800 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 130
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

LESSEE: Florida Fieh and Wildlife Conservation Commission
620 South Meridian Street, Room 321
Tallahassee, Florida 32399%-1600

28. DAMAGE TO THE PREMISES: (a) LESSEE shall not de. or suffer to he done,

in, on or upon the leased premises or as affecting said leased premises or
adjacent properties, any act which may reeult in damage or depreciation of
value to the leased premises or adjacent properties, oxr any part thereof.

(b) LESSEE shall not generate, store, produce, place, treat, release or
discharge any contaminants, pollutants or pollutioen, including, but not
limited to, hazardous or toxXic substances, cheamicale or other agents on,
into, or from the leased premises or any adjacent lands or waters in any
manner net permitted by law. For the purposes of this leage, "hazardous
substances" shall mean and include those elements orx compounds defined in 42
USC Section 8601 or which are contained in the 1list of hazardous substances
adopted by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
list of toxic pollutants designated by the ﬁnited States Congress or the EPA
or defined by any other federal, state or local statute, law, ordinance,

code, rule, regulation, oxder or decree regulating, relating to, or imposing

Page B of 15 Pages
Lease No.4608

R11/07

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission | LFWMA Management Plan

103



liability or standards of conduct concerning any hagardeus, texic or
dangerous waste, substance, material, pollutant or ceontaminant. "Pollutants"
and "pollution" shall mean those products or substances defined in Chapters
376 and 403, Florida Statutes, and the rules promulgated thereunder, all as
amended or updated from time to time. In the event of LESSEE'S failure to
comply with this paragraph, LESSEE shall, at its sole ccst and expense,
promptly commence and diligently pursue any legally regquired closure,
investigation, assessment, cleanup, decontamination, remediation,
restoration and meonitoring of (1) the leased premises, and {2) all off-site
ground and surface waters and lands affected by LESSEE'S such fajlure to
comply, as may be necessary to bring the leased premises and affected
off-site waters and lands into full ecompliance with all applicable federal,
state or local statutes, laws, ordinances, codes, rules, regulations, ordersg
and decrees, and to restore the damaged property to the condition existing
immediately prior to the occurrence which caused the damage. LESSEE'S
obligations set forth in this paragraph shall survive the termination or
expiration of thie leasa. Nothing herein shall relieve LESSEE of any
responsibility or liability prescrilbed by law for fines, penaltieg and
damages levied by governmental agencies, and the cost of cleaning up any
contamination caused directly or indirectly by L£SSEE'S activities or
facilities. Upon discovery of a release of a hazardous substance or
pollutant, or any other wviolation of local, state or federal law, ordinance,
code, rule, regulatien, order or decres relating te the generation, storage,
productlon, placement, treatment, release or discharge of any contaminant,
LESSEE shall report such viclation te all applicable governmental agencies
having jurisdiction, and to LESSOR, all within the reporting periods of the
applicable governmental agencies.

29. PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS: LESSEE shall assume full

responsibility for and shall pay all liabilities that accrue to the leased
premises or to the improvements thereon, including any and all drainage and
special assassments or taxes of every kind and all mechanic's or
materialman's liens which may be hereafter lawfully assessed and levied
against the leased premises.

DPage 9 of 15 Pages
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30. RIGHT OF AUDIT: LESSEE shall make available to LESSOR all financial
and other records relating to this lemse and LESSOR shall have the right to
audit such records at any reasonable time. This right shall be continuocus
until this lease expires or is terminated. Thi# lease may be terminated by
LESSOR should LESSEE fail to allow public access to all documents, papers,
letters or other materials made or received in conjunction with this lease,
pursuant to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes,

31. NON-DISCRIMINATION: LESSEE shall not discriminate against any

individual because of that individual's race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, handicap, or marltal status with respect to any activity
occurring within the leased premises or upon lands adjacent to and used ap
an adjunct of the leased premises.

32. COMPLTIANCE WITH LAWS: LESSEE agrees that this lease is contingent upon

and subject to LESSEE obtaining all applicable permita and complying with
all applicable permits, regulations, ordinances, rules, and laws of the
state of Florida or the United States or of any political subdivision or
agency of either.

33, TIME: Time is expreessly declared to be of the essence of this lease.
34. GOVERNING LAW: This lease shall be governad by and interpreted
according to the laws of the State of Florida.

35. SECTION CAPTIONS: Articles, subgections and other captions contained
in this lease are for reference purposes only and are in no way intended to
describe, interpret, define or limit the scope, extent or intent of this
lease or any provisions therecf.

36. ADMINISTRATIVE FEE: LESSEE shall pay LESSOR an annual administrative

fee of $300 pursuant t¢ subaection 18-2.020(8), Florida Administrative Code.
The initial annual administrative fee shall be payable within thirty daya
from the date of execution of this lease agreement and shall be prorated
based on the number of montha or fraction thereof remaining in the fiscal
year of execution. For purposes of thie lease agreement, the fiscal year
shall be the period extending from July 1 to June 30. Each annual payment

thereafter shall ba due and payable on July 1 of each aubsequent year.

37. SPECTAL: CONDITIONS: The following special conditions shall apply to
this lease: Nona.
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IN WITHNESS WHEREOF, the parties have cauged this lease to be executed

on the day and year first above written.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES COF THE INTERNAL
IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND OF THE
STATE OF FLORIDA

@M vy: Mg (o Potniwy (szany -
GLORIA C. BARBER, OPERATICNS - B
AND MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT

Qme fE e &L MANAGER, BUREAU OF PUBLIC
rint/ e Wigness, Nam LAND ADMINISTRATION,
1\Z uj ? wﬂ/ DIVISION OF STATE LANDS,
4 STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
wﬁa{ ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
ujg)OC/‘\(J IlLESsOR"

Prlnt/Type Witneas Name

Witness

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF LEON

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this /f-(,“day of
dﬂ/vu,qﬁ-v 20 (J? ; by Gloria C. Parber, as Operations and Managemenkt
Consultant Manager, Bureau of Public Land Adminigtration, Division of State
Lands, State of Plorida Department of Environmental Protectien, acting as
agent on behalf of the Board of Trusteeb pif the ternal Improvement Trust

Fund of the State of Florida. 1;2 .
3 .elt aieed
““m"“m"” Notary Public, State of Floriga
& "\?.':.EEW
§ passioy
:'3 ..4\ y\mye Print\Type Notary Name
Th
) rw Commission Number:
29 D07y
25 2
J’,,"&_A-o.@%dm Commiggion Expires:
l” D
LG, STATE S
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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION COMMISSIO:

By; (SEBAL)

Type/Print Namé

o o Swonfin Dy

Print/Type Witness Name

"LESSEBE"
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF LEON
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me_this ) day of

Bl Ll 20 09 . by /](Ic.fﬁ s, ., as {75 é»y_zc Ve . Oon
bAhalf of ghe Florida Fish and Wildlife nservation Commiesien, who is/are

personally known to me or who haa produced as
identification.

Notary Public, State/df Florida

NOT«RY PUBLIC-STATE OF FLORIDA /4'7%/ ¢ om L. M gy
- Kathile Print/Type Notary Name {/

“omaission # DDS6R28S

" Expires: JUNE 26, e N i
BONDED IHRU Ermncaouomc cc?ou%(? Commission Number: DDE¢¥afy

LD
S,
ﬁ

Commiggion Expires: é/;@-/,p

APPROVED AS TO FORM

E' D gSSAgL ﬁbFFiﬁNCY

Commission Attormey
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« Pleage Return To: J

Chris R. Strohmenger, Esq.

Rogets Towers, P.A.

1301 Riverplace Blvd,, Suite 1500

Jacksonville, Florida 32207 Inst: 200834001768 Date.9/4/2008 Time 8:50 AM

ﬁP C SJamp-Deed:G. 70
éd DC,Ricky Lyons, Lafayette County Page 1 of 3

THIS INDENTURE, made this 9‘f+h day of August, A.D. 2008, belween
THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND, a nonprofit California corporation,
whose post oifice address {s 306 N. Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32301,
Grantor, and the BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL
IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, whose
post office address is ¢/o Florida Department of Environmental Protection,
Division of State Lands, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 115,
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-3000, Grantee,

SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED

{Wherever used hereln the terms “grantor” and “grantee” include all the parties to this
instrument and {heir fegal representatives, successors and assigns. “Grantor” and
“grantee” are used for singular and plursl, as the context requires and the use of any
gender shall include all genders.)

WITNESSETH: That the said grantor, for and in consideration of the sun of $10.00 and other good and valuable
considerations to said grantor in hand paid by said grantee, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained and
sold to the said grantee, and granlee's successors and assigns forever, the following deseribed land situate, lying and being in
Lafayette County, Florida, to-wit: See Exhibit "A" attached hereto and by reference made a part hereol.

Acceptance of Transfer of Title to Donated Lands attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and by reference made a part hereof

Property Appraiser's Parcel 1D Number: 22-07-13-0000-0000-00101; 23-07-13-0000-0000-00200; 24-07-13-0000-0000-00401;
25-07-13-0000-0000-00600; 25-07-13-0000-0000-00601; 26-07-13-0000-0000-00100; 35-07-13-0000-0000-00300; 36-07-13-0000-
0000-00103

This conveyance is subject to easements, restrictions, limitations, and conditions of record if any now cxist, but any such
interests that may have been terminated are not hereby re-impased.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto the said grantee in [ee simnple forever.

AND the said grantor does hereby fully warrant the title to said land, and will defend the same against the lawfut claims of
all persons claiming by, through or under the said grantor, but against none other.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOT the grantor has executed these presents, the day and year first written.

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of: GRANTOR:
I . THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND, a nonprofit California
v P A (J 4 corporation
il Cnalon

(Sig aiureé) First Witness) - .
o e Cerlen By 1S A ¢ Ae C o el
i #jie of First Witness By: Robert C. McClymonds .

As lts:  Vice President

Sgcand Witness).
Wty fpdfs f1ie (CORPORATE SEAL)
Printed hame of Second Witnéss

Exhibit "A"
Page 13 of 15 Pages
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STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF | e

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this Q_S day of August, 2008, by Robert C. McClymonds, as
Vice President of The Trust for Public Land, a nonprofit California corpuration, on behalf of said corporation, Such person
(notary Public must check applicable bux):

(‘4/ is personally known to me
( ) preduced a current driver’s license
() produced ) as identification

A Soong, b et
ot tyfert

(NOTARY PUBLIC SEAL) Savsie (A4 hact-

newrARe Stacy Savoie Gayhar {Printed, Typdd or Stamped Name of Notary Public}
Commission # DD571623 Conmission No.. D] 57 | o
' Expires October 31, 2010 My Commission Expires:
Wenesaal o108 STATE GFFLDRDA  Mondad Trey Rain - Yrssranee, Ine. 500-385-1D19

NOTE TO CLERK: This deed evidences a conveyance of unencumbered property from a Section 501(c)(3) Internal Revenue
Code nooprofit organization, as defined in Section 201.02(6), Florida Statutes, for no cunsideration and is, therefore, subject
only to minimuin docunientary siamp taxes pursuant to Florida Administrative Code Rules 12B-4.01 4{14) and Section 201.2(6),
Florida Statutes.
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Exhibit “A”

Southeast ¥ of Northeast ¥4 of Section 22, Township 7 South, Range 13 East, Lafayetle
County, Florida:

AND
All of Section 23, Township 7 South, Range 13 East, less the North % of the North Y;
AND

All of Lots 7 and 8, the South % of Lot 5, the South % of Lot 6, the South % of Lot 8 and the
South % of Lot 10, Section 24, Township 7 South, Range 13 East, Lafayefte County, Florida;

AND

Ali of Lots 3, 4, 5 and 6 and the Sputh ¥: of Lot 10, Section 25, Township 7 South, Range 13
East, Lafayette County, Florida:

AND

Afl of Section 26, Township 7 South, Range 13 East, Lafayette County, Florida, less and
except the Northwest % of the Southeast 1/4:

AND

The Northwest ¥ of Section 35, Township 7 South, Range 13 East, Lafayette County,
Florida;

AND

The North % of Lots 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, lying West of Hwy 349 of Section 386, Township 7
South, Range 13 East, Lafayette County, Florida;

Together with an easement for ingress, egress and uliliies over across and through the
following described parcel:

Commence at an iron pipe marking the Southwest corner of Section 25, Township 7 South,
Range 13 East, Lafayetle County, Florida and run North g7 degrees 22 minutes 13 seconds
West, along the West boundary of said Section 25, a distance of 80.00 feet to a point, thence
leaving the West boundary of said Section 25, run South 66 degrees 47 minutes 04 seconds
East, a distance of 192.45 feet to a point on the South boundary of said Section 25, thence
run South 88 degrees 39 minutes 15 secands West, along the South boundary of said
Section 25, a distance of 175.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.

Gopher T ortoise Mitigation Pack

FEWCC land apguigition

(Lalaystie Forest Florida Forever) i
Trust for Public Land 7 Lafayetie Tirberiarnd, LLC

205 e 7.8.06

wE

Page t of 1

Exhibit "A"
Page 14 of 15 Pages
Lease No. 4608
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EXHIBIT “B”

ACCEPTANCE OF TRANSFER OF TITLE TO DONATED LANDS
Board of Trustees of the lnternal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida hereby accepts this conveyance as a

transfer of title of the real property as described in this Deed in accordance with F. S. 259.04) (10¥a).

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT
TRUST FUND OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

{SIGNATURE OF FIRST WITNESS)

ppel], Division Director
./r ) \(\ , DIVISION OF STATE LANDS,

e Cniinstin DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
(PRINTED, TYPED UR STAMPED NAME OF PROTECTION, as agent for and on behalf
FIRST WITNESS) of the Board of Trustees of the knternal

Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida

4

(SKENATURE OF SECO NESS)

Lyrola T, Q@dpr‘a,{ }7/)7/-‘74?

(PRINTED, TYPED OR STAMPED NAME OF Date Signed

SECOND WITNESS)
CLOSIND

STATE OF FLORIDA ) AUS %3
. iy =
COUNTY OF LEON ) "r’l/ 7 -
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this éq ‘ﬁ dayof HS f‘ 2008, b.y, Deborah Poppeli,

Division Director, Division of State Lands, Department of Environmental Protection, as agbht for and on behalf of the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvernent Trust Fund of the State of Florida. She is personally keown to me.

(NOTARY PUBLIC SEAL)

LYNDA (. GODFREY No Public

% Commission DO 755865
Expires February 6, 2012 L "t a . B
hicicllidia ivibnarvbsbicabid (Printéd, Typed, or Stamped Namegf Notary Public)

Commission No..__ DD 7 EAY

My Comumission Expires: R 2o/ a

Exhibit A"
Page 15 of 15 Pages
Lease No. 4608
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12.2 Public input

12.2.1 Management Advisory Group Meeting Results
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Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area (LFWEA)
Management Advisory Group (MAG)
Consensus Meeting Results

October 5, 2011 in Mayo, Florida

The intent of convening a consensus meeting is to involve a diverse group of stakeholders in
assisting the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) in development of a
rational management concept for lands within the agency’s managed area system. FWC
does this by asking spokespersons for these stakeholders to participate in a half-day
meeting to provide ideas about how FWC-managed lands should be protected and managed.

The LFWEA consensus meeting was held on the morning of October 5, 2011 at R. O. Ranch,
in Mayo, Florida in Lafayette County. The ideas found below were provided by stakehclders
for consideration in the 2011 - 2021 Management Plan (MP) for LFWEA with priority
determined by vote. These ideas represent a valuable source of information to be used by
biologists, planners, administrators, and others during the development of the MP. Upon
approval by FWC, the Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC), and the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund (Governor and Cabinet), the LFWEA MP will guide the
activities of FWC personnel over the ten-year duration of the management plan and will help
meet agency, state, and federal planning requirements.

Numbers to the left of bold-faced ideas listed below represent the total number of votes
and the score of each idea. Rank is first determined by the number of votes (vote cards
received for each idea) and then by score. Score is used to break ties when two or more
ideas have the same number of votes. A lower score indicates higher importance because
each voter’s most important idea (recorded on card #1) received a score of 1, and their fifth
most important idea (recorded on card #5) received a score of 5. Ideas not receiving any
votes are listed, and were considered during the development of the MP, but carry no
judgment with regard to priority.

Statements following the bold-faced ideas represent a synopsis of the clarifying discussion
of ideas as transcribed and interpreted by the FWC recorder at the meeting. As indicated
above, the ideas below are presented in priority order:

# of
Rank Votes Score Idea
1. [8] [21] 1. Restore natural communities focusing on
upland Gopher tortoise habitat. Primary focus
should be upland communities providing gopher
tortoise habitat.
2. (8] [22] 15. Restore natural hydrological function including

wetlands. Natural hydrology of area has been
modified in past with ditching. We need to restore
the hydrological function of the area and protect
wetland resources.
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# of
Rank Votes Score Idea

3. [6] [24] 23. Control of exotic plant and animal species,
especially feral hogs. We need to control exotic
and invasive plant and animal species. Hunting is not
enough to contral feral hogs.

Two items of equal rank:

4T. [5] [13] 4. Continue to manage deer and turkey population
for quality game management. Self explanatory.

4T, [5] [13] 12. Identify, manage and promote compatible uses
to minimize conflict and maximize public access
for compatible activities. Need to identify what
uses are compatible first. Gather public input and
explore all potential uses for the property. This will
provide long-term public support for the area.

6. (4] [10] 2. Integrate management with neighboring public
areas. The LFWEA Management Plan should be
integrated with other public land management plans
in the surrounding area, such as Mallory Swamp.

7. [3] [e] 10. Conduct a forest inventory. Consider other
factors, other than current location, for determining
where trees should be (consider soil types, etc).

8. [3] [11] 7. Consider other management options with other
agencies. Explore options for joint management
with other agencies and consider transferring
management completely to another agency, such as

SRWMD.
Four items of equal rank:
oT. [2] [6] 3. Protect natural habitat. Self explanatory.
oT. (2] [6] 17. Continue to provide quality recreational

opportunities. All recreational opportunities at
LFWEA should be maintained, including both hunting
and non-hunting opportunities.

9T. (2] [6] 18. Develop a prescribed burn plan Self explanatory.
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# of

Rank Votes Score
aT. [2] [6]
13. [2] [10]
14, [1] [1]
15. [1] [3]
16. [1] [4]

Idea

19.

25.

13.

24.

Ensure hiking trails access all habitats. Make
sure that all habitats found on LFWEA are accessible
via hiking trails.

Consider primitive camping opportunities.
Consider adding opportunities for primitive, remote
camping (not vehicle camping).

Connect recreational opportunities with
adjacent public land. Connecting with Mallory
Swamp will provide a wider range of public
recreational opportunities, such as a long
backpacking trail.

Perform a cultural resource inventory. Need to
do a comprehensive cultural assessment of the
property. This will gain knowledge from locals who
have knowledge of the area's historical activities and
will celebrate the local history.

Develop optimal boundary for LFWEA for
management purposes. Acquisition of particular
inholdings and adjacent properties will help
management of LFWEA.

The following items received no votes. All ideas represent valuable input, and are
considered in development of the LFWEA MP, but carry no rank with regard to the priority
perceptions of the MAG.

11.

21.

Maintain as much plant community diversity as
possible. Self explanatory.

Manage for regionally unique and/or significant
natural communities. Some wide-ranging species
such as whooping cranes are using habitat in the area
(Mallory Swamp). We should make sure to consider
these types of species in addition to gopher tortoise.
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Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area

Name
Active Participants

Chris Tucker

Lt. Jeff Swan
Steve Dopp
Doug Longshore
Dan Pearson
Jerry Krummrich
Wally Davis
Robert Kelly

R. J. Sikora

Bob Heeke
Melvin DeShazior

Supportive Participants
Matt Pollock

Scott Johns

Bill Harden
Scotland Talley
Bryan Humphries
Matthew Chop
Rich Noyes

Tom M., Matthews
Stephanie Sikora

Invited but Unable to Attend

Commissioner Jack Byrd
Wendy Matthews
Mary Glowacki

Preston Robertson
Edwin McCook
Dan Hipes
Christian Newman
Joseph Prenger

Kris Cathey

Nell Hughes

Alan Howell

Donna Creamer
Catherine Whiteacre
Alan Howell

MAG Meeting Participants

Affiliation

FWC Area Biologist

FWC Law Enforcement

North Central Florida Regional Planning Council
Florida Forest Service

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Four Rivers Audubon Society

National Wild Turkey Federation

Hatchbend Hunt Club

Florida Trail Association

Suwannee River Water Management District
Natural Resource Conservation Service

FWC Habitat and Species Conservation (HSC),
Regional Biclogist

FWC HSC, District Biologist

FWC HSC, Biologist

FWC HSC, Conservation Biologist

FWC Law Enfoercement

FWC Division of Hunting and Game Management

FWC Office of Recreation Services

FWC Office of Recreation Services

Florida Trail Association

Lafayette County Commissioner

The Nature Conservancy

Florida Department of State, Division of Historical
Resources

Flcrida Wildlife Federation

Suwannee Bicycle Association

Florida Natural Areas Inventory

Gopher Tortoise Council

FWC HSC, Landowner Assistance Program, Regional
Coordinator

FWC HSC, Landowner Assistance Program

Adjacent landowner

Adjacent landowner

Pure Water Wilderness

Equestrian interests

R. O. Ranch/Equestrian interests
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FWC Planning Personnel

Michael Hallock-Solomon Meeting facilitator

Tom Houston Recorder
Gary Cochran Conservation Acquisition and Planning Administrator
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12.2.2 Public Hearing Notice
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NOTICE

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Announces a

PUBLIC HEARING

For the

L afayette Forest

Wildlife and Environmental Area
Lafayette County, Florida

7:00 - 9:00 P.M. Tuesday, November 8, 2011
Lafayette County Commission Chambers
Courthouse 2" Floor
120 W. Main Street
Mayo, Florida 32066

PURPOSE: To receive public comment regarding
considerations for the FWC ten-year Management Plan for the
Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area (WEA). This
hearing is being held exclusively for discussion of the DRAFT
Lafayette Forest WEA Management Plan.

A Management Prospectus for the Lafayette Forest WEA is available
upon request. For a copy, please contact Rebecca Shelton, Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Conservation
Acquisition and Planning, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee,
Florida 32399-1600. Telephone: (850) 487-9982.
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12.2.3 Public Hearing Press Release
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12.2.4 Public Hearing Advertisements
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NOTICE:

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission announces a PUBLIC HEARING for the
Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area located in Lafayette County, Florida.

7:00 P.M. Tuesday, November 8", 2011
Lafayette County Commission Chambers
Courthouse 2™ Floor

120 West Main Street

Mayo, FL 32066

PURPOSE: To receive public comment regarding considerations for FWC'’s ten-year Management Plan
for the Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area (WEA).

This hearing is designed exclusively for discussion of the draft management plan. A Management
Prospectus for Lafayette Forest WEA is available upon request from the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, Conservation Planning Group, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee,
Florida 32399-1600. Telephone: (850) 487-9767 or by e-mail at Michael.Hallock-
Solomon@MyFWC.com.
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12.2.5 Public Hearing Report
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PUBLIC HEARING REPORT
FOR THE

LAFAYETTE FOREST WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL AREA
MANAGEMENT PLAN

HELD BY THE

LAFAYETTE FOREST WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL AREA
MANAGEMENT ADVISORY GROUP

November 8, 2011 - MAYO, FLORIDA

Mr. Jerry Krummrich, representing the Lalayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area (LFWEA)
Management Advisory Group (MAG), opened the public hearing at 7:00 p.m., and briefly described
the stakeholder meeting for the LFWEA. IHe informed the public that the LFWEA MAG, had met
with the Florida Ficsh and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) planners and biologists in Mayo
on October 5, 2011. He provided a brief overview of the meeting and explained its purpose, which
was to have an opportunity for the public at large to hear, understand, and comment on the elements
of the management plan, and thus provide further guidance to FWC in its planning efforts.

Following the MAG meeting, FWC personnel met and developed the elements of their draft plan.
Copies of this draft plan were also available at the door. TFollowing approval by the Governor and
Cabinet, the plan will be the official management guidance document for the next ten years. The
public hearing was hosted by the LFWEA MAG, but the other group members, some of whom were
in attendance at the public hearing, were to rely on Michael Hallock-Solomon, Chris Tucker, Gary
Cochran, and others from the FWC to present the plan elements and the process. The public hearing
had been advertised in compliance with Chapter 259.032 (10), Florida Statutes.

Mr. Krummrich thanked the audience for participating, for their interest, attendance, and taking
their personal time to be involved in the planning process. He then turned the proceedings over to
Michael Hallock-Solomon, Conservation Planner for the FWC.

Mr. Hallock-Solomon thanked the MAG and participants, and reviewed the public hearing agenda
for those in attendance. The agenda, management plan prospectus, and draft management plan was
made available at the start of the meeting. Mr. Hallock-Solomon provided information about the
public hearing to participants. Mr. Hallock-Solomon had FWC participants introduce themselves,
and explained the evening’s agenda. Eight employees of the FWC were present at the public
hearing. These participants included Division of [Tabitat and Species Conservation staff for the
North Central Region of Florida, including managers of LFWEA, Conservation Acquisition and
Planning staff, Division of Law Enforcement, and Office of Recreation Services staff.

Mr. Hallock-Solomon then provided a brief presentation of the proeess by which the FWC develops
area management plans, and how the plans are reviewed and approved by other entities in

accordance with statutory and administrative procedures for state-owned lands.

He displayed an area vicinity map, showing surrounding conservation lands and Florida Forever
projects. He then went over the acquisition history and that LFWEA was acquired in 2008 to
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establish a Gopher tortoise mitigation park to help to ensure the survival of wildlife, including the
Gopher tortoise and other wildlife resources.

LFWIEA 1s managed as a wildlife and environmental area for the purposes ol natural resource
conscrvation including soil, water, air, fish and wildlife, and for fish-and wildlife-based publie
recreation. LEWEA 1s composed of a mosaic of uplands and wetlands represented by at least 11
vegetative communities including pine plantation, dome swamp, ruderal (primarily cut line
plantation), depression marsh, and floodplain swamp. Rare and imperiled wildlife species that occur
on the area include Gopher tortoise, and the area has potential habitat for Eastern indigo snake.

Mr. Hallock-Solomon explained that the GIS data provided by the Department of State. Division ol
[Mistorical Resources did not include any recorded cultural siles within or adjacent to LF'WEA.
Llowever, a future survey project could indicate the presence of, or establish the historical value of,
cultural resources, such as the Frazier Cemetery located within LFWEA. Recreational opportunities
on LFWEA currently include hunting, fishing. wildlife viewing, hiking, biking. and horseback riding.
Patential recreational uses could include Geocaching and astronomy. Current recreational facilities
on LI'WIEA include an entrance kiosk with map and inlerpreiive panel. parking area with handicap
parking pad, and interior roads which provide hiking/biking/equestrian aceess.

Mr. Hallock-Solomon then directed participants to refer to the draft management plan handout
provided at the door and introduced My. Chris Tucker, FWC Area Biologist for TLFWEA, who
presented the management intent of the FWC. Mr. Tucker outhned the intent, goals, short and long-
term objectives, challenge statements, and solution strategies (Addendum 1), He explained that in
general. the FWC management intent lor LFWEA is (o restore and maintain natural communities in
a condition that sustains ecological processes and conserves biological diversity, especially [ish and
wildlife resources. In conjuncetion with this primary emphasis, it is FWC's intent to provide guality
fish and wildlife based recreational opportunities on LFWEA. Mr. Tucker then went over the goals
and objectives ag outlined in Addendum 1.

Mr Tucker concluded his presentation. and asked if anyone had questions. Several questions were
asked by parlicipants and answered by FWC stall as follows:

Question: What are the plans for the stripped area around the boundary of Lafayette Forest?
Answer: Mr. Tucker explained that that area is a firebreak and it will be mowed and maintained
that way to protect neighboring property during prescribed burns and provide access during
prescribed hurns.

Question: Does the feral hog depletion strategy include hunting?

Answer: Mr. Tucker explained that given the limited number of hunting days, that hunters will
likely never completely control the feral hogs. USDA or contract hog trappers would be necessary to
control the hog population vear-round.

Question: Whal docs the “other” category in the budget. include?

Answer: Mr. Tucker explained that the management intent of the property is to restore the natural

vegetative communities and that this is a very labor and cost intensive process. This category
includes a lot of those restoration costs.
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Question: Will the canal be filled in?

Answer: Mr. Scott Johns of the FWC explained that the canal was put in in the late 1950's or early
‘6(0's, prior 1o permitiing [rom the Suwannee River Waler Managemeni Dislrict (SRWNMD), according
to historical satellite photography. Removal of the canal would have to be a collaborative offort. with
the SEWMD and neighboring private landowners.

Question: How 1s private property adjacent to LFWEA shown on the hunting maps?

Answer: Mr, Ma(thew Chopp of the FWC siated that it is assumed thatl areas oulside ol the area
boundary is private property and that only inholdings are shown with a different haich pattern on

the maps.

Mr. Hallock-Solomon then asked if there were any more questions. Since none were asked, he then
asked if any participant wanted to present testimony. One participant provided testimony,

Mr. Randy Matihews stated thal more money should be dedicated to law enflorcement. 11 is a large
area and it necds more attention than the budgeted amount for law enforeement can provide.

No one else offered testimony, and the meeting was coneluded at approximately 8:00 PM.
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12.2.6 Management Prospectus
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and marshes within the Mallory Swamp Restoration Area (sections 22 and 27), except for the
southernmost 0.5 mi of western boundary, which adjoins privately owned lands within Section
34, Township 7 South, Range 13 East.

FWC approved the acquisition of LFWEA for the establishment of a Gopher Tortoise Mitigation
Park in April, 2008. FWC acquired the tract in cooperation with The Trust For Public Land and
closed on the property in August, 2008, concurrent with the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), Division of State Lands (DSL), accepting title via delegation
on behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida
(Board of Trustees) which is comprised of the Governor and Cabinet.

FWC implemented the Mitigation Park Program in 1988 to provide land use regulatory programs
with an alternative to on-site wildlife mitigation under Section 372.074, Florida Statutes (F.S.),
which establishes the Fish and Wildlife Habitat Program for the purpose of acquiring, assisting
other agencies or local governments in acquiring, or managing lands important to the
conservation of fish and wildlife. Under this authority, FWC, or its designee, is responsible for
managing these lands for the primary purpose of maintaining and enhancing their habitat value
for fish and wildlife and compatible fish and wildlife based public outdoor recreation.

Lafavette Forest Florida Forever Project

As noted above, though it was not acquired with Florida Forever funds, LFWEA does lie within
the larger Lafayette Forest Florida Forever Project. In order to qualify under the Florida Forever
Act (Section 259.105, F.S.), each approved project must be determined to meet two or more
goals of the Act. When approved, the Lafayette Forest Florida Forever Project was deemed to
contribute to the following goals in accordance with the Florida Forever Act (259.105(4), F.S)):

(a) Increase the protection of Florida's biodiversity at the species, natural community, and
landscape levels.

b) Protect, restore, and maintain the quality and natural functions of land, water, and
wetland systems of the state.

(c) Ensure that sufficient quantities of water are available to meet the current and future
needs of natural systems and the citizens of the state.

(d) Increase natural resource-based public recreational and educational opportunities.

(e) Preserve significant archaeological or historic sites.

() Increase the amount of forestland available for sustainable management of natural
resources.

Natural Resources

The LFWEA comprises 2,148 acres and is located in southeastern Lafayette County immediately
east of Mallory Swamp and west of Highway 349. The site forms part of the eastem uplands that
border the Mallory Swamp Restoration Area. The FWC has completed histeric and natural
community mapping on LFWEA through the work of the Florida Natural Areas Inventory
(FNAI). FNAI mapped ten communities that are characterized as occurring historically, while

11 community types were mapped as occurring presently at the LFWEA.
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Two species of invasive exotic plants were documented including Japanese climbing fern
(Lygodium japonicum) and mimosa (Albizia julibrissin). Thirty-one incidental observations
were documented for the imperiled gopher tortoise during this mapping eftort. This forest
contains a substantial population of gopher tortoise, most of which occur in areas that were
formerly sandhill.

The vast majority of this site has been converted to pine plantation and has been logged and/or
cleared in the past. Many formerly cleared areas have not been replanted with pines and a highly
disturbed natural community, or successional hardwood forest, has developed. Woody
encroachment and fire suppression disturbances can be found throughout the entire site.
Hydrologic alterations are also significant. The western boundary of this site contains a deep
ditch that drains many areas of LFWEA and the Mallory Swamp Restoration Area. Following
are descriptions of the natural and altered communities found by FNALon LFWEA.

Basin Marsh

Basin Marsh at LFWEA occurs within a matrix of swamp. This community is often too deep to
support trees and shrubs but floating aquatic bed species are common. Depression marsh differs
from basin marsh by its adjacency to a pyrogenic community or communities. Depression
marshes commonly occur within a matrix of a pyrogenic community and often receive fire
events when the surrounding landscape burns. Basin marshes documented at the LFWEA occur
within the deeper water areas of the dome swamp community. These areas often contain widely
scattered shrubs and trees. Wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), common buttonbush (Cephalanthus
occidenialis), and coastalplain willow (Salix careliniana) are infrequently observed in this
habitat. Floating aquatic bed plants are the primary vegetation type found in these permanent
water features and include yellow pondlily (Nuphar advena), white waterlily (Nymphaea
odorata), pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata), and combleaf mermaidweed (Proserpinaca
pectinata). Emergent species are much less frequent and are represented by falsefennel
(fsupatorium leptophyllum) and maidencane (Panicum hemitomon).

Bottomland Forest

Bottomland forest is a hydric forest community that does not receive fire and is dominated by
hardwood species. This community is similar to a swamp habitat but is less frequently inundated
and lacks a dominance of cypress or tupelo in the canopy. The bottomland forest primarily
occurs along the blackwater stream that bisects LFWEA. This stream flows trom west to east
and drains the eastern section of Mallory Swamp. This community changes to floodplain swamp
upstream and to upland hardwood forest downstream. This is due to the width of the floodplain
and the depth of the flowing water as it cuts deeper into the landscape. Scattered inclusions of
both floodplain swamp and upland hardwood forest occur infrequently throughout the
bottomland forest. This community also occurs in a few locations outside of the stream corridor.
These areas often are positioned between swamp communities where historic fires would have
occurred infrequently and where inundation was not significant enough to support a tupelo or
cypress canopy.

The canopy of this community often contains a diverse assemblage of tree species, due largely to

the wide range of water depth and hydroperiods that occur within, Dominant canopy species
include red maple (Acer rubrum), Carolina ash (Fraxinus caroliniana), sweetgum (Liguidambar
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styraciflua), sweetbay (Magnolia virginiana), blackgum (Nyssa sylvatica), loblolly pine (Pinus
laeda), swamp laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia), water oak (Qwercus nigra), live oak (Quercus
virginiana), and pond cypress (faxodium ascendens). Bottomland forest contains a sparse
subcanopy composed of younger individuals that are also found in the canopy layer. Shrubs are
often sparse as well and are represented by American hornbeam (Carpinus carolinianc), swamp
dogwood (Cornus foemina), American holly ({/ex opaca), sweetgum, wax myrtle (Myrica
cerifera), Virginia willow (lfea virginica), and fetterbush (Lyvonia lucida). Herbs are
documented infrequently due to natural canopy shading. Common species include switchcane
(Arundinaria gigantea), bristlystalked sedge (Carex lepialea), dogfennel (Lupatorium
capillifolium), partridgeberry (Mitchella repens), cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinnamomea),
sawtooth blackberry (Rubus argufus), and lizard’s tail (Saururus cernuus). Vines are cbserved
occasionally and include yellow jessamine ((refseminum sempervirens) and muscadine (Fitis
rotundifolia).

Depression Marsh

Depression marshes are typically small and circular wetlands, dominated by herbaceous species,
and maintained by frequent fires that may occur from cone to 10 years. Depression marsh is
similar to basin marsh, but occupies depressions within a pyrogenic community matrix.
Depression marshes at LFWEA commonly occur in and around the former sandhill communities.
These depressional situations are generally dominated by trees and are categorized as dome
swamp in most areas in the eastern half of the property. These areas are generally found in a
matrix of flatwoods. The depression marsh community present at this site appears quite
ephemeral. Water levels vary greatly throughout the year and standing water may be absent or
restricted to the deeper centers of these marshes. Trees are uncommon in this community and
are represented by red maple (Acer rubrim), swamp tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora), slash
pine (Pinus elliottir), swamp laurel oak (Qwercus laurifolia), and pond cypress ({axodium
ascendens). Past clearcutting of dome swamps often makes the determination of a swamp or a
marsh community difficult. Historic aerial photography aids in this determination but is not
always definitive. Shrubs are found in varying densities and are typically sparser in larger
depression marshes in the eastern half of the site. Common shrubs include groundsel tree
(Baccharis halimifolia), peelbark St. John’s wort (Hypericum fasciculatum), bedstraw St. John’s
wort (Hypericum galioides), myrtleleaf St John’s wort (Hypericum myrtifolium), gallberry (llex
glabra), Piedmont staggerbush (Lyowria mariana), sparkleberry (Vaccinium arborennt), common
buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), titi (Cyrilla racemiflora), tetterbush (Zyonia lucida),
wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), coastalplain willow (Salix caroliniana), and occasionally pond
cypress (Taxodium ascendens). Herbaceous cover is often moderate to dense and is dominated
by bushy bluestem (Andropogon glomeratus), bluestem (Andropogon sp.), broomsedge bluestem
{(Andropogon virginicus), chalky bluestem (Andropogon virginicus var. glaticus), big carpetgrass
(Axonopus furcatus), spadeleaf (Centella asiatica), witchgrass (Dichanthelium sp ), dogfennel
(Eupatorium capillifolium), falsetennel (Fupatorium leptophyllum), clustered bushmint (Hypfis
alata), soft rush (Juncus effusus ssp. solutus), Small’s bogbutton (Lachnocaulon minus), yellow
pondlily (Nuphar advena), white waterlily (Nymphaea odorata), beaked panicum (Panicum
anceps), maidencane (Panicum hemitomon), fascicled beaksedge (Rhyichospora fascicularis),
sugarcane plumegrass (Saccharum giganteunr), sand cordgrass (Spartina bakeri), and Virginia
chain fern (Woodwardia virginica).
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Dome Swamp

Dome swamps are typically small forested wetlands found within a pyrogenic community
matrix. Shrubs may be sparse or dense and often occur on hummocks with mucky soil or open
water between them. The majority of dome swamps at LFWEA have been severely disturbed by
logging. Most communities only contain stumps or a few scattered trees.

Common trees include red maple (Acer rubrum), Carolina ash ({raxinus caroliniana), swamp
tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora), and primarily pond cypress (7axodium ascendens). A few
examples of this community are not logged and contain closed canopies formed by younger
mature to mature pond cypress. The shrub layer of the dome swamp community is often
irregularly dense and includes disturbance species resulting from past logging operations.
Common species include groundsel tree (Baccharis halimifolia), titi (Cyrilla racemiflora),
dahoon (Ilex cassine), swamp doghobble (Leucothoe racemosa), swamp doghobble (Leucothoe
racemosa), sweetgum (Liquidambar styracifiua), fetterbush (Lyonia lucida), wax myrtle (Myrica
cerifera), coastalplain willow (Salix caroliniana), common buttonbush (Cephalanthus
occidenialis), peelbark St. John’s wort (Hypericum fasciculatum), myrtleleaf St. John’s wort
(Hypericum myrtifolium), Virginia willow ({fea virginica), and swamp bay (Persea palistris).
The herb layer of this community is often densely vegetated due to the amount of sun exposure
this community receives while typically lacking a canopy. Common herbaceous species include
broomsedge bluestem (Andropogoin virginiciis), chalky bluestem (Andropogon virginicus var.
glancus), clustered sedge (Carex glaucescens), Walter’s sedge (Carex striata), spadeleaf
(Centella asiatica), sawgrass (Cladium jamaicense), dogfennel (Enpatorium capillifolium),
falsefennel (Eupatorium leptophyllfunt), clustered bushmint (Hyptis alaia), cinnamon fern
(Osmunda cinnamomea), royal fern (Osmunda regalis var. spectabilis), beaked panicum
(Panictm anceps), maidencane (Panicum hemitomon), swamp smartweed (Polygornum
hydropiperoides), pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata), fascicled beaksedge (Rhyrchospora
Jascicularis), slender beaksedge (Rhynchospora gracilenta), sugarcane plumegrass (Saccharim
gigantenm), lizard’s tail (Saururus cernuns), and Virginia chain fern (Woodwardia virginica).
When trees are present in this community epiphytes are fairly common and include Spanish moss
(Tillandsia nsneoides) and Bartram’s air-plant (7illandsia bartramii).

Floodplain Swamp

Floodplain swamp is a natural community that is inundated long enough during the growing
season to support a canopy of cypress and/or tupelo. This community occurs within the
floodplain of stream and river courses. Floodplain swamp at LFWEA occurs along the
blackwater stream that bisects the property. As this stream flows to the east, a deeper and more
distinct stream channel forms, and floodplain swamp grades into bottomland forest.

The closed canopy of this community commonly contains red maple (Acer rubrum), swamp
tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora), slash pine (Pinus elliottit), and pond cypress (Taxodinm
ascendens). A poorly formed and often sparse subcanopy containing species present in the
canopy as well as Carolina ash (Fraxinus caroliniana) and swamp laurel oak (Quercus
laurifolia). Shrubs are also sparse due to dense overstory shading. Common shrubs include
dahoon (/fex cassine), sweetgum (Liguidambar styraciflua), wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), and
American elm (Ulmus americana). Herbs species are uncommon and consist of a sedge (Carex
sp.) and lizard’s tail (Screrwrus cermius). Vines are observed occasionally and include climbing
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hydrangea (Decumaria barbara) and eastern poison vy (1oxicodendron radicans). This
community, spared from past logging and other significant disturbances, contains some of the
best examples of floodplain swamp on the property. As the blackwater stream leaves this
Wildlife and Environmental Area, most of the associated floodplain exists in a high quality,
natural state.

Pine Plantation

Pine plantation at LFWEA is defined as densely planted pines occurring in rows and lacking a
significant or diverse assemblage of groundcover/ herbaceous species. Prior to acquisition by the
state of Florida, pines were planted in areas that were histerically sandhill, mesic flatwoods, and
wet flatwoods communities. Naturally pyrogenic communities at LEFWEA have nearly all been
converted to pine plantation. Only small areas that lack planted pines can still be classified as a
natural community,

The canopy is commonly slash pine (Pinus elliottii) but extreme southeastern sections of the
forest contain sand pine (Pinus clausa) plantations. The canopy within these sand pine
plantations is often quite dense and the understory is generally species depauperate . The
canopies of the slash pine plantations can also contain scattered sand live cak (Quercus
geminaia), laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia), water oak (Quercus nigra), and live oak (Quercus
virginiana). Oaks often occur in rows that remained uncut after the site was prepared for
planting pines. Logging and replanting efforts within the pine plantations have occurred at this
site for multiple harvests. Small blocks of pines have been replanted opportunistically
throughout the WEA. The areas of former pine plantation that have not been replanted typically
contain disturbance stands of oaks and these are classified as successional hardwood forest. Pine
plantations occurring on former sandhill habitat often support thin canopies, presumably due to
the poor growing conditions. This factor has allowed enough light to reach the forest floor to
encourage minimal herbaceous species growth. Enough ground cover resources persist to
support a fair-sized population of gopher tortoises ((Gopherus polyphemus). Future gopher
tortoise surveys should be conducted in these habitats to accurately assess this population.

The pine plantation community commonly contains trees of various heights, but lacks a true
subcanopy layer. Shrubs are often dense and openings within the understory are common.
Typical shrub species include gallberry (Hlex glabra), Amencan holly ({lex opaca), sweetgum
(Liquidambar styraciflua), rusty staggerbush (Lyoria ferruginea), coastalplain staggerbush
(Lyonia fruticosa), fetterbush (Lyonia lucida), wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), sand live cak,
turkey oak (Quercus laevis), swamp laurel oak, water oak, live, saw palmetto (Serenoa repens),
horse sugar (Symplocos tinctoria), sparkleberry (Faccininm arboreum), Elliott’s blueberry
(Vaccinium elliottir), flatwoods St. John’s wort (Hypericum microsepalum), dwarf live oak
(Quercus minima), myrtle oak (Quercus myrtifolia), cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto), shiny
blueberry (Faccinium myrsinites), and deerberry (Vaccinium staminenm). The herb layer is often
sparse and populated with weedy species. Higher quality groundcover species are occasionally
present in small, localized areas. Common herbaceous species include broomsedge bluestem
(Andropogon virginicus), chalky bluestem (Andropogon virginicus var. glaucis), bottlebrush
threeawn (Aristida spiciformis), wiregrass (Aristida stricta var. beyrichiana), coastalplain
chatthead (Carphephorus corymbosus), yankeeweed (Eupaiorinm compositifolium), slender
tlattop goldenrod (Futhamia caroliniana), narrowleaf silkgrass (Pitvopsis graminifolia), bracken
tern (Preridium aquilirumy), blackroot (Plerocaulon pycnostachyum), whip nutrush (Scleria
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triglomerata), sweet goldenrod (Solidago odora), and Virginia chain fern (Woodwardia
virginica). Vines are often abundant and are good indicators of disturbance. Common vines
species include vellow jessamine ((Gelsemium sempervirens), earleaf greenbrier (Smilax
auriculata), saw greenbrier (Smilax bona-nox), and muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia). The invasive
exotic Japanese climbing fern (Lvgodium japornicum) was documented in pine plantation on
Lafayette Forest Mitigation Park. Despite heavy amounts of disturbance, invasive exotic species
are generally not present within this community.

Ruderal

Ruderal communities are areas where the natural community has been overwhelmingly altered as
a result of human activity. Three ruderal types were mapped on LEFWEA: clearing, ditch/canal,
and clearcut/early regeneration. The ditch that occurs along the western boundary has
drastically affected the hydrology of this and other properties. Historic communities here have
been converted to drier habitats with shorter hydroperiods. Clearcut areas that contain pre-
reproductive pines are classified as ruderal — clearcut early regeneration. Nearly all of the
groundcover in these areas has been removed by site preparation, bedding, and logging. These
areas are heavily disturbed and are considered ruderal despite the presence of immature planted
pines. LFWEA also contains numerous small areas cleared of native vegetation and commonly
replanted with pasture grasses that are now classitied as ruderal — clearing. The structure of
these habitats 1s often disturbed and irregular.

Common trees occurring in these areas include swamp laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia) and live
oak (Quercus virginiana). Shrubs are common in the clearcut habitats and include sweetgum
(Liquidambar styraciflua), wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), slash pine (Pinus elliottii), turkey oak
(Quercus laevis), swamp laurel oak, water oak (Quercus nigra), gallberry (flex glabra), sand
blackberry (Rubus cuneifolius), saw palmetto (Serenoa repens), Elliott’s blueberry (Vaccininin
elliottii), and shiny blueberry (Vaccinium myrsinites). Herbs are often quite weedy and include
broomsedge bluestem (4ndropogon virginiciis), witchgrass (Dichanthelium sp.), lovegrass
(Lragrostis sp.), centipede grass (Eremochloa ophiuroides), yankeeweed (Eupatorium
compositifolium), bahiagrass (Paspalim notatum), crowngrass (Paspalum sp.), sweet everlasting
(Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium), whip nutrush (Scleria triglomerata), and knotroot foxtail
(Setaria parviflora). Vines, including vellow jessamine (Gelsemium sempervirens), earleaf
greenbrier (Smilax aunriculata), and muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia), are common and abundant.
Despite heavy amounts of disturbance, invasive exotic species are generally not present in this
community. One roadside occurrence of mimosa (A/hizia julibrissin) was recorded for ruderal
habitats at LFWEA.

Scrubby Flatwoods

Scrubby flatwoods typically support an open canopy of pines over a shrubby understory that
includes scrub caks and occasional herbaceous species within open patches of white sand. These
communities are found on excessively drained sands. Scrubby flatwoods at LEFWEA occurs at a
single location. This area is small and lacks planted pines.

The thin canopy is composed of young slash pine (#’irnus elliottii) and there is no subcanopy.

Tall shrubs account for most of the vegetation cover in this community at 66-75 percent cover.
The tall shrub layer includes coastalplain staggerbush (Lyoria fruticosa) and sand live oak
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(Quercus geminata). Short shrubs are also dense and are represented by fetterbush (/yonia
tucida), sand live oak, saw palmetto (Sereroa repens), and shiny blueberry (Vaccinium
myrsinifes). Herbs are very sparse but include broomsedge bluestem (Andropogon virginicus),
coastalplain chafthead (Carphephorus coryvmbosus), and bracken fern (Preridium aquilinun).
Vines are documented occasionally and include one species, earleaf greenbrier (Smifax
auriculata). There is one other area on the LFWEA that was formerly scrubby flatwoods. This
area 1s planted with pines and is better classified currently as pine plantation.

Successional Hardwood Forest

Uplands that are dominated by oaks (Quercus spp.) due to lack of fire and other anthropologic
disturbances are classified as successional hardwood forest. At LEFWEA. this community is
common around wetlands where pine plantation is not established. The hammock communities
found around some of the larger depression marshes are believed to be anthropogenic in nature.
Fire reduction and silvicultural activities in this area of the state has allowed for unnatural
successional hardwood hammocks to form. Fire would have presumably swept across the
sandhill and depression marsh habitats. Only in some of the most sheltered areas would a thin
natural hammock-like situation have formed. Except where recent forestry operations have
created gaps, the canopies in these areas are typically closed.

Common species composition in the canopy includes sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), slash
pine (Pinus elliottii), swamp laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia), water oak (Quercus nigra), and live
oak (Quercus virginiana). These areas generally lack a true subcanopy. Shrubs are often dense
and include coastalplain staggerbush (Lyonica fruticosa), wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), wild olive
(Osmanthus americanus), swamp laurel oak, water oak, live oak, sparkleberry (Faccirium
arboreum), saw palmetto (Serernoa repens), deerberry (Faccinium stamineum), and Adam’s
needle (Yucca filamentosa). Herbaceous cover is sparse due to overstory shading. Common
herbs include broomsedge bluestem (Andropogon virginicus), switchgrass (Dichanthelium sp.),
bracken fem (Pteridinm aquilinum), and forked bluecurls (Trichostema dichotomum). Vines are
often abundant and include vellow jessamine ((Ge/semitim sempervirens), earleaf greenbrier
(Smilax auriculata), cat greenbrier (Smilax glauca), and muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia).

Upland Hardwood Forest

Upland hardwood forest contains a diverse assemblage of upland species that prefer rich soils
and fire exclusion. This community is common in and around steep valleys created by stream
channels. Upland hardwood forest occurs adjacent to the blackwater stream channel that bisects
LFWEA. The extreme eastern section of the stream cuts deep into the surrounding landscape
and supports a rich, stable habitat that is naturally excluded from fire. The narrowing of the
stream channel reduces the floodplain and apparently has reduced fire events historically.

The result is an upland hardwood forest community with a closed, mixed age class canopy of
pignut hickory (Carva glabra), southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), swamp laurel oak
(Quercus laurifolia), and American elm (Ulmus americana). The fairly well formed subcanopy
contains the same canopy species in addition to American hornbeam (Carpirnus caroliniana),
eastern hophornbeam (Ostrya virginiara), swamp chestnut oak (Quercus michauixii), water oak
(Quercus nigra), and live oak (Quercus virginiana). Shrubs are sparse and the understory of this
community is most open. Shrubs include American hornbeam, red bay (Persea borbownic),
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swamp laurel oak, sparkleberry (Vaccinium arboreum), needle palm (Rhapidophylium hystrix),
bluestem palmetto (Sabal minor), saw palmetto (Serenoa repens), and Elliott’s blueberry
(Vaccinium elfiottii). Only two herbs — slender woodoats (Chasmanthium laxunt) and
sarsaparilla vine (Smifax pumila) — form the sparse groundcover layer. Vines are present but are
uncommon and include rattan vine (Berchemia scandens), yellow jessamine ((relsemium
sempervirens), and muscadine (}itis rotundifolia). Although this community is small, it contains
few disturbances and has not been logged recently. This forest provides an attractive natural
bufter for the blackwater streamed contained within.

Wet Flatwoods

Wet flatwoods are forests with an open pine canopy and an understory of hydrophytic herbs and
shrubs. Wet flatwoods that burn frequently typically have a sparse understory of shrubs and a
dense complement of herbs. One area of wet flatwoods was mapped at LFWEA. It is unclear if
this area was selectively logged or was thinned in the wildfires that impacted Mallory Swamp in
2001. The structure and general character of this area provided enough credence to classify it as
a natural community rather than a pine plantation.

The thin canopy contains younger mature slash pine (Pirus effioftiiy and lacks a subcanopy.
Shrubs are often dense and shade much of the groundcover. Common shrubs include titi (Cyrifla
racemiflora), sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), fetterbush (Lyonia hicida), sweetbay
(Magnolia virginiana), swamp bay (Persea palustris), water oak (Quercus nigra), flatwoods St.
John’s wort (Hypericum microsepalim), gallberry (Ilex glabra), saw palmetto (Sereroa repens),
and shiny blueberry (Faccinium myrsinites). Herbs are infrequent and include broomsedge
bluestem (Andropogon virginicus), pink sundew (Drosera capillaris), bracken fern (Preridium
aquilinum), and a yellow-eyed grass (Xyris sp.). Vines are common and are represented by two
species: earleaf greenbrier (Smilax auriculata) and laurel greenbrier (Smilax laurifolia).

Rare and Imperiled Species and Flement OQccurrences

Known locations of FWC wildlife occurrences and Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI)
element occurrences from the most recent GIS databases of the respective agencies are displayed
in Figure 3. As defined by FNAI, an “clement” is any exemplary or rare component of the
natural environment, such as a species, natural community, bird rookery, spring, sinkhole, cave,
or other ecological feature. An element occurrence is a single extant habitat which sustains or
otherwise contributes to the survival of a population or a distinct, self-sustaining example of a
particular element. A gopher tortoise survey was conducted by FWC and other gopher tortoise
surveys work was done by private consultants prior to purchase of the property. The gopher
tortoise survey and other analysis done by FWC verified the suitability of the site for
establishment as a gopher tortoise mitigation park.

LFWEA has a diverse assortment of plant and animal species. FNAI has identified 2,144.8 acres
of potential habitat for several plant and animal species including two that are listed as imperiled
or threatened and endangered. During natural communities mapping, FNAI documented thirty-
one incidental gopher tortoise observations. LFWEA contains a substantial population of gopher
tortoise, most of which occur in areas that were formerly sandhill. Currently, this is the only
imperiled species that has been documented on-site.
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Management Intent

Currently, LFWEA is managed for the conservation and protection of fish and wildlife habitat
and fish and wildlife based public outdoor recreation. A wide range of operational and resource
management actions are conducted on LFWEA each year including activities such as: prescribed
burning; wildlife habitat restoration and improvement; exotic-invasive species maintenance and
control; road repairs and maintenance, imperiled species management, monitoring and
protection; facilities and infrastructure maintenance and repair; conservation acquisition and
stewardship activities; archeological and historic resources monitoring and protection; and
research related activities. Ongoing recreaticnal opportunities provided on LFWEA currently
include hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, hiking, bicycling, and horseback riding.

Land management goals for LFWEA will seck to optimize the potential for the conservation of
gopher tortoise ecology. Such goals will take into consideration relative values of various
resources, buffering of areas requiring special protection, and other special management needs.
Conservation and protection of environmentally unique native habitats, and imperiled and rare
species, should be important management goals for the area. Management programs would
conserve, protect, and restore important ecosystems, forests, landscapes, wildlife populations,
and water resources. Programs would provide for public education, regulation of uses of
resources, and fish and wildlife-based recreation.

Priority will be given to the use of an objective-based vegetation management process for the
area. Objective-based vegetation management includes the delineation of management units,
quantification of the desired future condition for each unit, selection of an indicator-based
management objective for each unit and monitoring of the indicator to determine attainment or
progress towards accomplishing the objective. In this way, management can be adapted to best
accomplish the management objective for each vegetation management unit. Management
objectives, which apply to several vegetation management units, or the entire management area,
may also be developed through a similar process.

Conditions Affecting Intensity of Management

Resources described in this management prospectus indicate conditions aftecting intensity of
management. These include natural community types, topography and soils, surface and ground
water conditions, extent of historic disturbance, and already existing improvements.
Environmentally sensitive areas, such as erosion-prone sites, important habitats, and outstanding
natural areas and wetlands shall be identified, appropriately managed, and protected.

FWC conducts analysis of historic natural community types to determine appropriate desired
future conditions. LFWEA includes natural areas requiring application of resource management
methods such as prescribed fire where appropriate. Areas sometimes require ecological
restoration of ground cover, control of invasive species, and reforestation. Such resource
management projects may be necessary to accomplish restoration objectives to attain the desired
future condition. This is especially important for conservation of habitats and populations of
imperiled or rare species. Landscape ecology is also important. Land use changes in the vicinity
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of a managed area may aftfect attainment of resource conservation goals for the area and
effectiveness of necessary resource management projects.

Biotic surveys shall be impertant to accomplish during the early part of plan development and
implementation because imperiled or rare species are expected to occur. Development of
facilities, as on all FWC Wildlife and Environmental Areas, will be kept to the minimum level
necessary to assure protection of the resources and compatible recreational experiences. Any
such development would be confined to areas of previous disturbance.

Timetable for Implementing Management Provisions

During the first year after acquisition, emphasis will be placed on site security, posting
boundaries, public access, fire management, resource inventory, exotic species control, and
removal of refuse. A management plan will be developed by FWC describing the management
goals and objectives necessary to implement future resource management. The management
plan will also establish future roles of cooperating entities including governmental agencies and
other stakeholders.

Long-range plans will stress ecosystem management, and the protection and management of
threatened and endangered species. Historic analysis of natural communities and vegetation
types will be conducted. Quantified vegetation management objectives shall then be developed.
FWC shall assess the condition of wildlife resources and provide planning support to enhance the
management of focal species and recovery of imperiled species on LFWEA. Use of prescribed
fire and other resource management activities shall maintain and restore natural communities and
vegetation types to benefit native wildlife resources.

Programs providing multiple recreational uses will also be implemented. These public outdoor
fish and wildlife based recreational uses will enhance the public’s understanding of LFWEA
while providing public enjoyment of outdoor recreational opportunities. A master recreation
plan will be developed for LFWEA that is consistent and compatible with the purposes of
acquisition. Essential roads will be stabilized to provide all weather public access and
management operations. Unnecessary roads, fire lanes, and hydrological disturbances will be
abandoned or restored as practical. Infrastructure development shall be as necessary to allow
public access and to provide facilities, security, and management of the property. Any
archaeological and historic sites will be managed in coordination with the Florida Department of
State, Division of Historical Resources.

Estimate of Revenue-Generating Potential

The revenue generating potential of LFWEA is not known and will depend upon future uses to
be approved in the management plan. However, revenue from such environmental lands might
include sales of various permits and recreational user fees and ecotourism activities, it such
projects could be economically developed. Long-term value of ecosystem services to local and
regional land and water resources, and to human health, are expected to be significant. The
Legislature appropriates funds for land management.
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Recommendations as to Other Governmental Agency Involvement

FWC will cooperate with other state and local governmental agencies including the SRWMD,
DEP, the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida Forestry Service,
and Lafayette County in management of the property.

Estimate of Costs

Following is an estimate of costs to operate and manage LEFWEA under the proposed LEFWEA
Management Plan. Costs listed below are projected estimates necessary to fully implement the
LFWEA Management Plan and reflect the actual annual operating budget of LFWEA. All 1and
management funding is dependent upen annual legislative appropriations.
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12.3 Soil Series Descriptions
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Map Unit Description

The map units delineated on the detailed soil maps in a soil survey represent the soils or miscellaneous areas in the survey area. The map unit
descriptions in this report, along with the maps, can be used to determine the composition and properties of a unit.

A map unit delineation on a soil map represents an area dominated by one or more major kinds of soil or miscellaneous areas. A map unit is identified
and named according to the taxonomic classification of the dominant soils. Within a taxonomic class there are precisely defined limits for the properties
of the soils. On the landscape, however, the soils are natural phenomena, and they have the characteristic variability of all natural phenomena. Thus,
the range of some observed properties may extend beyond the limits defined for a taxonomic class. Areas of soils of a single taxonomic class rarely, if
ever, can be mapped without including areas of other taxonomic classes. Consequently, every map unit is made up of the soils or miscellaneous areas
for which it is named and some minor components that belong to taxonomic classes other than those of the major soils.

The Map Unit Description (Brief, Generated) report displays a generated description of the major soils that occur in a map unit. Descriptions of non-soil
(miscellaneous areas) and minor map unit components are not included. This description is generated from the underlying soil attribute data.

Additional information about the map units described in this report is available in other Soil Data Mart reports, which give properties of the soils and the
limitations, capabilities, and potentials for many uses. Also, the narratives that accompany the Soil Data Mart reports define some of the properties
included in the map unit descriptions.

'l_-J____SDA Natural I{}‘Sﬂlﬂ't(‘.‘s‘ Survey Area Version: 5
sl Conservation Service Survey Area Version Date: 07/28/2008 Page 6 of 6
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12.4 FNAI Data Usage Permission Letter
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FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY

1018 Thomasville Road, Suite 200-C - Tallahassee, Florida 32303 - (904) 224-8207

PECEIY

Y

MaR 14 1997
March 3, 1997
_ _ BUREAU OF
Hugh Boyter - WILDEIFE:MANAGEMENT

Bureau of Wildlife Management
Division of Wildlife, GFC

620 South Meridian
Tallahassee, FI 32399-1600

Dear Hugh:

By virtue of this letter we are agreeing that it is unneccesary for your office to request FNAI element data
for each management plan you prepare if the following condition is met.

An update of the Florida Natural Areas Inventory’s Biological Conservation Database will be
performed on a quarterly basis.

Our database manager, Lance Peterson, will provide the appropriate FGFWFC staff with the updated
Biclogical Conservation Database and vour staff will assure that it is incorporated into all management
plans. Hopefully, this new procedure will eliminate wasted time and effort at both organizations. Mr.
Peterson told me he has provided FGFWFC personnel a database update within the last few weeks so this
procedure can begin immediately.

Gary Knight, Director
IFlorida Natural Arcas Inventory

Sincgrely,

ce: Lance Peterson, FNAT
MAF/FGFWFC/general/agreemnt.gfc

The Nature Conservancy and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
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12.5 Gopher Tortoise Burrow Surveys

12.5.1 FWC Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey (2007)
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MITIGATION PARK PROGRAM

ACTIVITY REPORT
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Mitigation Park Activity Report

Date: February 22, 2007

Prepared by: Shane Belson

Site: ltera Tract, Lafayette County
Subject: Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey

Project Summary

A gopher tortoise burrow survey was conducted by FWC on January 25,
2007, at the ltera Tract, a 2,122-acre privately owned property in southeast
Lafayette County. Survey work by FWC was conducted primarily in the central
portion of the site and served to supplement efforts and confirm results of a 2006
survey that was performed by Pope Environmental, Inc. (‘Pope”), the landowner’s
private consultant (Figure 1). A total of 63 transects covering 75.6 acres were
surveyed by FWC, resulting in approximately 8% coverage of an estimated 955
acres of uplands. The 8% FWC coverage supplements the roughly 70% complete
coverage survey conducted by Pope. FWC survey results indicate an estimated
average tortoise density of 1.0 tortoise per acre.

Methods

1. Transect locations were plotted on an infrared aerial photograph (DOQ) in
ArcView GIS computer software. Typically, a sufficient number of transects is
located to provide approximately 15% coverage of suitable gopher tortoise
habitat. In this case, however, 60% of the uplands at the site were previously
surveyed by Pope. The FWC survey was intended to cover the remainder of
the tract and to confirm or disprove results from the Pope survey.

2. Each observer within a transect group is placed along a line approximately
100 feet apart. One observer monitors the length of the transect with the aid
of a hip chain and signals to the other cbservers when to terminate the
transect at the end of the 250 meters.

3 Each transect belt is 250 meters long and 20 meters wide. Burrows found
within 10 meters of either side of the transect are recorded and examined for
status and age class. The area covered by an individual transect is
0.5 hectares (1.2 acres). Active, inactive, and abandoned burrows are
recorded to allow for density calculation using two different formulas.
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4. Tortoise density was determined using two calculations (for comparative
analysis) as follows:

Formula 1: (Active + Inactive) X (0.614) = tortoises/acre
(1.2 acres) (No. of observers)

Formula 2. (Active + Inactive + Abandoned) X (0.5) = tortoises/acre
(1.2 acres) (No. of observers)

The density values from the two calculations were then averaged to
determine the estimated density within the survey area.

Results

The survey was conducted by two teams, one consisting of four surveyors
(Team 1) and the other of three surveyors (Team 2). The combined total coverage
of the survey was 75.6 acres, which is 8% of the estimated 955 acres of uplands.

Team 1 completed 43.2 acres in the central portion of the tract in bedded pine
plantation where upland scils consist primarily of Leon find sand (depth to water
rating: 0-25 cm). The estimated tortoise density in the area surveyed by Team 1 is
roughly 0.43 tortoise per acre. Team 2 completed 32.4 acres to the east of Team 1,
also in pine plantation, but where upland soils consist primarily of the Ridgewood-
Hurricane complex (depth to water table rating: 50-100 cm). The estimated tertoise
density in the area surveyed by Team 2 is roughly 1.85 tortoises per acre.

The estimated overall (Team 1 + Team 2) average tortoise density at the site
is 1.04 tortoises per acre. Tortoise densities within transects ranged from O to 4.6
individuals per acre. The location of each transect group is roughly depicted in
Figure 2. Survey data are presented in Table 1. Sail survey and depth to water
table maps for the site is found in Appendix |.

Discussion

Survey data indicate that the uplands of the ltera Tract support a gopher
tortoise population that exceeds the 0.8 tortoise per acre minimum density criterion
that is generally used to evaluate potential FWC Mitigation Parks. The tortoise-
supporting habitats on the site consist primarily of upland hardwood forest, sandhills,
and pine plantation. According to the NRCS web soil survey, roughly 764 acres
(=36%) of the tract contain scils with depth to high water table (DHWT) values of >31
cm (12 in), which typically support upland natural communities. Of these soils, 731
acres (96% of uplands; 34% of tract) have a DHWT of >61 cm (24 in).
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Data provided by Pope suggest that upland habitats comprise 1,146 acres
(54%) of the tract. The difference between NRCS and Pope data may be due to
varying classifications of marginal soils and/or habitats. For the purpose of data
analyses contained in this report, the average of the two values
[(1,146+764)/2)=955] was used.

The tract consists of both relatively intact native habitats and areas of
intensive timber production. Inspection of aerial photographs reveals the signature
of tree rows on the majority of the upland acreage. The area surveyed by FWC was
bedded for pine production and contained a high percentage of weedy species.
However, as observed during the initial site inspection, ground cover distribution and
composition are fair to good on most of the site. No significant exotic species
infestations were observed. The site is apparently not under a prescribed burning
program and the only sign of recent fire was is an apparent wildfire near the western
boundary of the tract.

The Itera Tract is located approximately 11 miles (straight line) from the Fort
White Mitigation Park WEA office, which is the headquarters for FWC mitigation park
operations in the North Central Region. The current condition of the property would
allow for a relatively seamless transition to mitigation park management operations,
which are specifically tailored to benefit listed upland species. While some degree of
timer harvest may be employed to reduce canopy cover, the use of prescribed fire
would be possible following the improvement and/or construction of fire lines. The
closest smoke sensitive feature is US 129, which is 8 miles to the east and
sufficiently far so as to not impact prescribed burning. In addition, the tract shares a
common boundary to the west with existing public lands, the 30,501-acre Mallory
Swamp Restoration Area (MSRA) which is managed by the Suwannee River Water
Management District. This juxtaposition of public lands greatly enhances
management operations by eliminating the potential for future adjacent
development, providing a buffer from private lands and/or smoke sensitive areas,
and by promoting potential partnerships with other land managing agencies.

Tract qualities such as size, habitat condition, estimated gopher tortoise
density, and proximity to other FWC land management operations all make this site
an appealing candidate for inclusion in the FWC Mitigation Park Program. However,
boundary configuration as it relates to access from public roadways, along with a 40-
acre in-holding, must be reconciled to ensure unimpeded FWC management of the
site. In addition, acquisition efforts should proceed only if the overall upland to
wetland acreage ratio is considered acceptable. If appropriate, the project may be
further enhanced if acquired in a cooperative manner with the Suwannee River
Water Management District.
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APPENDIX |
Soil Survey Map

and
Depth to Water Table Map
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12.5.2 WRS Infrastructure and Environment, Inc. Gopher Tortoise Burrow
Survey (2012)
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Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey and Baseline Vegetation Sampling
Latayette Wildlife and Envirommental Area

APPENDIX A
Gopher Tortoise Burrow Location Map

WRS Infrastructure & fanvironment, inc.
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Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey and Baseline Vegetation Sampling
Latayette Wildlife and Envirommental Area

APPENDIX B
Depth to Water Table and Soils Map

WRS Infrastructure & fanvironment, inc.
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Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey and Baseline Vegetation Sampling
Latayette Wildlife and Envirommental Area

APPENDIX C
FLUCCS/Natural Community Map

WRS Infrastructure & fanvironment, inc.
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Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey and Baseline Vegetation Sampling
Latayette Wildlife and Envirommental Area

APPENDIX D
Gopher Tortoise Habitat Map

WRS Infrastructure & fanvironment, inc.
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Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey and Baseline Vegetation Sampling
Latayette Wildlife and Envirommental Area

APPENDIX E
Vegetative Transects Map/Photographs

WRS Infrastructure & fanvironment, inc.
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Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey and Baseline Vegetation Sampling
Latayette Wildlife and Envirommental Area

APPENDIX F
Bascline Vegetation Data Table

WRS Infrastructure & fanvironment, inc.
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Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey and Baseline Vegetation Sampling
Latayette Wildlife and Envirommental Area

APPENDIX G
Geospatial Datasets

WRS Infrastructure & fanvironment, inc.
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12.6 Management Procedures Guidelines - Management of
Archaeological and Historical Resources
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Management Procedures for Archaeological and Historical Sites and Properties on State-
Owned or Controlled Properties
(Revised March 2013)

These procedures apply to state agencies, local governments, and non-profits that manage state-
owned properties.

A. General Discussion

Historic resources are both archaeological sites and historic structures. Per Chapter 267, Florida
Statutes, ‘Historic property’ or ‘historic resource’ means any prehistoric district, site, building,
object, or other real or personal property of historical, architectural, or archaeological value,
and folklife resources. These properties or resources may include, but are not limited to,
monuments, memorials, Indian habitations, ceremonial sites, abandoned settlements, sunken or
abandoned ships, engineering works, treasure trove, artifacts, or other objects with intrinsic
historical or archaeological value, or any part thereof, relating to the history, government, and
culture of the state.”

B. Agency Responsibilities

Per State Policy relative to historic properties, state agencies of the executive branch must allow
the Division of Historical Resources (Division) the opportunity to comment on any undertakings,
whether these undertakings directly involve the state agency, i.e., land management
responsibilities, or the state agency has indirect jurisdiction, i.e. permitting authority, grants, etc.
No state funds should be expended on the undertaking until the Division has the opportunity to
review and comment on the project, permit, grant, etc.

State agencies shall preserve the historic resources which are owned or controlled by the agency.

Regarding proposed demolition or substantial alterations of historic properties, consultation with
the Division must occur, and alternatives to demolition must be considered.

State agencies must consult with Division to establish a program to location, inventory and
evaluate all historic properties under ownership or controlled by the agency.

C. Statutory Authority

Statutory Authority and more in depth information can be found at:
http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/compliance/quidelines.cfm
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D. Management Implementation

Even though the Division sits on the Acquisition and Restoration Council and approves land
management plans, these plans are conceptual. Specific information regarding individual
projects must be submitted to the Division for review and recommendations.

Managers of state lands must coordinate any land clearing or ground disturbing activities with
the Division to allow for review and comment on the proposed project. Recommendations may
include, but are not limited to: approval of the project as submitted, cultural resource assessment
survey by a qualified professional archaeologist, modifications to the proposed project to avoid
or mitigate potential adverse effects.

Projects such as additions, exterior alteration, or related new construction regarding historic
structures must also be submitted to the Division of Historical Resources for review and
comment by the Division’s architects. Projects involving structures fifty years of age or older,
must be submitted to this agency for a significance determination. In rare cases, structures under
fifty years of age may be deemed historically significant. These must be evaluated on a case by
case basis.

Adverse impacts to significant sites, either archaeological sites or historic buildings, must be
avoided. Furthermore, managers of state property should make preparations for locating and
evaluating historic resources, both archaeological sites and historic structures.

E. Minimum Review Documentation Requirements

In order to have a proposed project reviewed by the Division, certain information must be
submitted for comments and recommendations. The minimum review documentation
requirements can be found at:
http://www.flheritage.com/preservation/compliance/docs/minimum_review documentation_requ

irements.pdf .

* * *

Questions relating to the treatment of archaeological and historic resources on state lands should
be directed to:

Deena S. Woodward

Division of Historical Resources
Bureau of Historic Preservation
Compliance and Review Section
R. A. Gray Building

500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250

Phone: (850) 245-6425

Toll Free: (800) 847-7278
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12.7 FWC Agency Strategic Plan
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12.8 Prescribed Burning Plan
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Lafayette Forest WEA Prescribed Burning Plan

INTRODUCTION

Fires, naturally occurring or man-induced, are an integral part of the ecology of
the southern pine (£’inus spp.) region (Miller 1963) and have maintained a fire-dependent
plant community in the southeast for countless years. Exclusion of fire results in the
growth of dense brush and eventual succession toward a climax hardwood community.
Areas covered by dense brush lose much of their value to wildlife. For example, food
and browse plants are less palatable, access is restricted and predator's ability to capture
prey is hampered. Additionally, heavy fuel accumulation results in increased wildfire
hazard.

Prescribed burning is used extensively in forestry and wildlife management for
tuel reduction, brush control, disease and insect control, site preparation and wildlife
habitat improvement. It is a recommended tocl for management of such game animals as
white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus), bobwhite quail (Colinus virginianus),
mourning dove (Zenaida macroura) and wild turkey (Meleagris gallopave) (U. S. Forest
Service 1969, Stoddard 1971). The value of prescribed fire to these and other animals,
such as raptors and some songbirds, are well documented (Givens 1962, Miller 1963,
Stoddard 1963). Prescribed fire benefits wildlife by reducing underbrush density, thus
improving access, promoting the growth of succulent vegetation and lowering browse to
feeding height of deer. Additionally, it benefits aesthetic values and enhances growth
and fruiting of important wildlife food plants, such as dewberries (Rirbus spp.) and
blueberries (Vaccinium spp.) (Halls 1977).

The Lafayette Forest WEA (LFWEA) is composed of a complex mosaic of mixed
upland and wetland habitats. The primary objectives of prescribed burning at LFWEA
are to (1) restore and improve wildlife habitat, (2) restore fire-dependent plant
communities, (3) reduce fuel accumulation and wildfire hazard, (4) enhance aesthetics,
and (5) control oak mid-story. The purpose of this plan is to ensure that all aspects of the
burn are well considered and that the burning is conducted in an orderly manner so

impacts of smoke and other environmental hazards are minimized.
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DESCRIPTION OF AREA

Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area (LFWEA) is located in south east
Lafayette County, between Branford and Cross City, Florida, near the Dixie county line.
LFWEA encompasses 2,148 acres of ecologically compromised commercial pine
plantations and various sized shallow wetlands. Wetlands make up about 1/3 of the acres
within LFWEA. LFWEA was acquired from a private land development firm in 2009,
Under private management, the area was known as the Archer or_Itera Tract. The
property was acquired as a gopher tortoise mitigation park and its current management
activities emphasize the maintenance and restoration of optimum habitat conditions for
listed wildlife. The site supports several listed species including gopher tortoise and
Sherman’s fox squirrel. The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission has lead
management authority. The lands adjacent to LEWEA include various private agricultural
lands and State owned conservation lands, most notably Mallory Swamp on the western
boundary. Most of the private lands are being used for row crop agriculture, commercial

pine plantations and improved pasture.

PRESCRIBED BURNING PROGRAM

A, Firelines

Existing features (e.g. roads) are utilized as firelines to safely contain prescribed
fires whenever feasible. These roads are evenly spaced throughout the property and
delineate 10 burn zones of modest and manageable size. Many of the roads that are
utilized as firebreaks require either disking or tilling to maintain functional mineral
firebreaks before actual burning. Firelines will be maintained as roads by FWC
personnel and maintained by mowing during nen-burning intervals. The thirteen mile
boundary was constructed forty feet wide, to give fire fighting equipment and personnel
room to safely operate as well as a wide space to contain prescribed burning operations

within the WEA boundary.
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B. Size and Arrangement of Management Units

LFWEA is divided into 10 management units that function as burn zones for
prescribed fire purposes. The burn zones are fairly irregular in shape because the existing
road & trail network followed the meandering margins of upland terrain. Management
units average 215 acres in size, with the largest management unit at 305 acres and the
smallest at 115 acres.

All burn zones are composed of a complex mosaic of wetland and upland
habitats, most with very heavy fuel loadings. The upland forest canopy is dominated by
commercially planted slash pine (Pinus elliottii) with some large live oaks (Quercus
virginiana) and turkey oaks (Quercus laevis), distributed about the property. The mid-
story is largely composed of smaller turkey oaks, and live oaks. The wetland forest
canopy is dominated by live oaks, red maple (Acer rubrum) and bald cypress (7axodium
distichum)

The upland groundcover is dominated by gallberry (//lex glabra), broom sedge
(Andropogon sp.), saw palmetto (Serenoa repens), wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), and
small oaks (Quercus sp.) with a diverse suite of native upland species that are still found
within the ecologically compromised plantation pine stands. The groundcover is largely
too dense to safely carry a manageable fire across each burn zone with even moderate
weather conditions at the time of ignition.

The burn zones will likely need to be burned singly because of complex and
irregular boundaries, and well as heavy fuel loadings. Prevailing climatic conditions
will also affect the ability of managers to burn management units within LFWEA.
Prevailing drought conditions and prescribed fire in wetlands are not compatible. A
prescribed fire program can not be safely initiated (or continued) during drought periods
because wetlands form the actual external boundary of much of LFWEA. Prescribed
fire lines should not be cut through wetlands for ecological reasons. Until the wetlands
are wet, and can safely serve as a fire break, there can not be a prescribed fire program
on management units that have wetlands as a significant part of the property boundary.
Drought conditions are still an issue on internal management units, or those units that do

not have wetlands as boundary segments, because of the residual smoke problems
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associated with fire penetrating into the thick organic duff layer associated with long
unburned wetlands. This problem is readily apparent when considering that much of
LFWEA is ecologically part of the Mallory Swamp system which burned for more than
a month in 2001 (bumed over 57,000 acres).

Mechanical mid-story treatment is being used to open up the thick and
overgrown, cak dominated, mid-story. Without mechanical treatment, the mid-story is
too thick to bum without resulting in a catostrophic fire. With a return to favorable
climatic patterns, prescribed fire still can not be conducted safely within some

management units unless the unit has been through a mid-story reduction process.

C. Type of Burn

None of the 10 management units have been burned since well before acquisition,
and possibly not since 2001 when portions of the Mallory Swamp fire burned into the
northern portion of LFWEA. A 3 -7 year burn rotation is most appropriate for the types
of upland habitats found within LFWEA. The disturbed upland habitats should be burned
with caution because of the heavy fuel loading, with low intensity firing techniques such
as backing fire or strip head fire being the preferred firing techniques. Firing techniques
may vary due to ambient weather conditions at the time of ignition, as well as fuel
loading, which will vary greatly between management units and burn rotation. The
appropriate technique will keep fire intensity down to minimize pine mortality while
providing adequate heat to control mid story species. Eventually growing season fire will
be targeted for ecological reasons such as controlling small caks, stimulating the
production of viable grass seeds and flowering of native forbs. However, dormant season

fire may be indicated for several burn rotations until fuel loadings have moderated.

D. Season and Time of Day

A burn program at LFWEA will likely begin with several rotations of dormant
season fire within each management unit. The milder dormant season conditions will be

appropriate for several rotations, where the safe reduction of woody fuels is of greater
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concern than the ecological benefits of growing season fire. Over time, growing season
fire should come to predominate the prescribed fire program at LFWEA.

Burning will be conducted primarily during daylight hours; night burning will be
avoided due to problems associated with smoke dispersal. However, if favorable
conditions exist and permits can be obtained, burning will be continued into the night, if

necessary.

E. Optimal Weather Conditions

Prescribed burns should be conducted 2-5 days after a rain and require relative
humidity of from 30-60%, air temperature of 60-95°F and winds from any direction can

be used as long and wind speeds are not excessive (4-10 mph in the stand).

SMOKE MANAGEMENT

There is considerable flexibility when burning at LFWEA due to the absence of
smoke sensitive areas in the immediate vicinity. State Road 349, is the eastern boundary
of LFWEA, and will be well posted with caution signs if there is any likelihood of smoke
crossing the road. To minimize smoke problems, burning should be conducted when the
atmosphere is slightly unstable, with mixing height a minimum of 1,500 feet and
transport wind speed of 5-15 mph (Southern Forest Fire Laboratory 1976, Crow and
Shilling 1983). Additionally, use of backfires, as needed, will produce less smoke and
consume fuel more completely than headfiring (Mobley et al. 1973, Southern Forest Fire
Laboratory 1976, Crow and Shilling 1583).

PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT NEEDED

A Personnel

Under ideal conditions, burning of any compartment can be conducted with a
minimum crew of six; however, a crew of eight to ten trained personnel is optimal. All

participating staff will be required to wear personal protective equipment (PPE) as

identified in the agency’s prescribed burn policy.
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B. Equipment

Fire fighting hand tools, drip torches, burn fuel, four-wheeled ATVs, hand held
radios, and Type VI fire engines (brush trucks) are required equipment. Road side smoke

caution signs (hazard) signs will be used if needed.

C. Fire Weather Monitoring

One person will be assigned to monitor tire weather on each burn. This person
will monitor and record wind speed, wind direction and humidity hourly, or as requested
by any burn crew member, during the burn. If conditions stray outside of the burn

prescription the burn boss will be notified and appropriate measures can be taken.

PERMITS AND NOTIFICATIONS

A permit will be obtained from the Florida Forest Service (FFS) on the morning
of the burn.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Care will be taken to protect environmentally sensitive areas and to employ the
best fire management actions that will provide the greatest long term benefit to the largest
number of species. Wildland fire is an ecologically disruptive event in the immediate
short term. But the long term benefits of properly timed and applied prescribed fire
greatly exceed any short term disruptions.

Gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) and both game and non-game birds that
breed in the sandhill ecosystem are dependent on the vegetative response of the
groundcover to fire, and research has shown no adverse effects on the populations of
these species from prescribed buming (Means and Campbell 1981). Although individual
tortoises may be destroyed by fire on rare occasions, prescribed burning provides better
habitat for tertoise populations than unburmned areas (J. Diemer, FGFWEFC, pers.

commun. ).
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12.9 Timber Assessments

12.9.1 Florida Forest Service Timber Assessment (2010)
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TIMBER ASSESSMENT
LAFAYETTE FOREST
WILDLIFE and ENVIRONMENTAL AREA
PREPARED BY
DOUG LONGSHORE
SENIOR FORESTER, OTHER PUBLIC LANDS REGION 2
FLORIDA DIVISION OF FORESTRY
SEPTEMBER 2010

PURPOSE

This document is intended to fulfill the timber assessment requirement for Lafayette
Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area (LF WEA) as required by Section 253.036,
Florida Statutes. The goal of this Timber Assessmerit 1s to evaluate the potential and
feasibility of managing timber resources for conservation and revenue generation
purposes.

BACKGROUND

This property was formerly owned and managed by one of the large industrial forest
companies that operated in the southeast. Following corporate downsizing and buyouts,
this property wound up in private ownership prior to state purchase. The tract contains
approximately 1,448 acres of uplands and 697 acres of wetlands. Typical of industrial
pine pulpwood management, the vast majority of the uplands were mechanically site
prepared and planted to slash pine. The age of the slash pine ranges from approximately
8 to 20 vears old. No thinning of pine stands has taken place up to this point. No
prescribed burning has taken place on the property; however there is evidence of fire on
the west side of property, probably from the Mallory Swamp Fire in 2001. An
approximate one chain buffer has been cleared around the majority of the property
boundary. Some road improvements have been made. Informational kiosks and signage
have been established. One stand of merchantable slash pine and hardwood has been
harvested within the past two years. This stand has not been site prepared or replanted to
date.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

This property is to be managed as a Gopher Tortoise Mitigation Park for natural resource
conservation, restoration, and resource-based public outdoor recreation within a multiple-
use management concept. The main emphasis however, is the restoration and
management of gopher tortoise habitat.

With this as the primary goal, an accurate soil map will provide managers the basis for
their management decisions in working toward this goal.

Gopher tortoises prefer habitats characterized by a relatively open tree canopy which
allows ample sunlight to reach the ground, promoting the growth of a healthy ground
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cover. It will be essential to introduce frequent prescribed fires into this area in order to
insure the success of restoration and maintenance efforts.

TIMBER MANAGEMENT

A useful measurement of tree stocking and density i1s its Basal Area per acre (BA). Basal
Area is the cross sectional area (in square feet) of a tree measured four and one-half feet
above the ground. (The diameter of individual trees measured at this height is referred to
as its diameter breast height or DBH.) Fully stocked pine stands have enough trees per
acre of a size large enough to utilize the growing space without causing over-crowding.
North Florida slash pine stands with 80 to 110 square feet of BA are considered fully
stocked. It requires more, smaller diameter trees than it does larger diameter trees to
equal one square foot of basal area. (For example: It takes 357 evenly spaced, six-inch
diameter breast height trees to equal 70 sq. ft. BA. Whereas, only 89 twelve-inch DBH
trees per acre equal the same 70 sq. ft. BA)

Basal Area can be roughly correlated to crown coverage and therefore needle-cast.
About 40 to 60 sq. ft. BA should provide sufficient needle-cast to carry prescribed fire
and still allow adequate sunlight for native grasses to be maintained.

The ultimate goal of most fire maintained, natural communities in Florida is to have
uneven-aged pine stands. Other than the very few areas that already contain mature pine
timber, this goal is in the distant future,

The first step toward achieving this goal is to begin thinning merchantable planted pine.
Specific thinning recommendations need to be made on a stand by stand basis, however
this may involve row thinning, whereby a specified row (every third for example) is
clearcut and suppressed, diseased, and poor formed trees are removed in the remaining
rows. This harvesting technique opens the stand up allowing sunlight to reach the ground
improving growing conditions for ground cover species. The completion of thinning
operations provides an excellent opportunity to introduce fire into areas that may have
been considered too rough to safely burn.

In addition to thinning, small clearcut harvests will be utilized as a management tool.
These clearcuts will be in conjunction with thinning operations and will involve the
removal of “off-site” slash pine growing on the higher and drier sites. These clearcut
areas will then be chemically site prepared and planted to longleaf pine, creating a mosaic
effect, ultimately restoring the upland sites to longleaf pine.

The need for second and later thinnings will depend on how low the BA was taken in the
first thin and the growth rate of the remaining trees. If the BA is reduced to 50 to 70 sq.
ft. in the first cut, another harvest will probably be needed in ten to fifteen years. Trees
removed from the second and succeeding operations produce more valuable products and
therefore more money. Current market conditions have some second thinning products
worth at least five times as much as the original wood that was cut. Third thinning trees
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can be worth twice as much as the second thin. All of this revenue can be generated and
still have a stand of pine trees, a healthy ecosystem, and future nesting and denning trees.

EXISTING TIMBER RESOURCES

The Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area is a large tract of land and
identifying individual stands and defining exact acres requiring a specific management
practice is beyond the scope of this assessment. A detailed Soil Type Map and Timber
Stand Description would be required to properly plan long-term timber management
activities. The following are general descriptions and management recommendations.
The primary objective on this tract is the restoration and management of gopher tortoise
habitat. A healthy ground cover of grasses and forbs must be established and maintained
in order to accomplish this goal. From a timber management standpoint, this means that
in general, pine-stocking levels need to be maintained in the 40 to 60 sq. ft. BA range.

Current Recommendations

Begin mapping work of property including detailed soils map, stand map, roads,
location of existing gopher tortoise burrows, etc. With these tools and the ability
to overlap these” layers”, detailed plans can be made for future thinnings,
clearcuts, and reforestation efforts.

Begin thinning pine stands where Basal Area exceeds 80 square feet per acre (this
will include most of the merchantable pine stands). Priority should initially be
given to those stands growing on the lower, wetter sites. These stands will be
thinned to approximately 60 square feet per acre by removing selected rows for
access and diseased, deformed, suppressed, and over-crowded trees from the
remaining rows, leaving only healthy, vigorous, and well spaced trees.

Identify the higher, drier sites for potential clearcut harvests. Typically, these
sites will exhibit the poorest growth of slash pine. Delineate these areas on the
ground, keeping in mind they may cross “stand boundaries”. Attempt to make
these areas irregular in shape of at least twenty acres in size, in order to facilitate
future management activities.

Incorporate these patch clearcuts with planned thinnings. The size and number of
these clearcuts will depend upon budget limitations, as these areas will require
chemical site preparation and longleaf reforestation one to two years following
harvest. Timber sale proceeds should offset forestry related site preparation and
tree planting expenses.

Following thinning operations, begin prescribe burning program with cool, winter
burns, initially.

Identify those vounger slash pine stands with the lighter, flashy fuels such as
grasses and pinestraw and begin prescribe burning with cool, winter burns.
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Plan for herbicide treatment of clearcut areas in the spring of 2011 then plant
longleaf tublings during the summer of 2011. Arrangements for summer tublings
need to be made in October before the planned planting.

SUMMARY

Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environmental Area presently supports dense, slash pine
plantations, a result of past, intensive forest management practices. As ownership of this
property has changed and management goals have headed in a different direction, the
state finds itself in a unique opportunity of possibly benefiting financially from the results
of past intensive pine plantation management and using those same funds restoring and
enhancing the same land those trees grew upon. These pine plantations, in their present
condition, are not conducive for the enhancement of gopher tortoise habitat, the purpose
of this land acquisition.

Primary timber management activities will include thinning existing stands most suitable
for long term management of old growth slash pine. The desired result of these thinning
operations will improve prescribed burning conditions, thus improving ground cover
conditions. In addition to thinning operations, areas determined to be “off site” slash pine
will systematically be clearcut. First priority for clearcut harvests, will be given to those
higher, drier sites, which typically exihibit the poorest growth from slash pine.

These clearcut areas will later be chemically site prepared and planted to longleaf pine.
Over time, a multi aged, upland longleaf pine habitat will be well on its way to recovery.
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12.9.2 Southern Forestry Consultants Timber Assessment (2011)
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Timber Assessment - Lafavette Forest WEA

Southern Forestry Consultants, Inc. conducted an inventory and review of the timber
resources on the Lafayette Forest WEA in Lafayette County, Florida for the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). The purpose of this inventory was to
provide FWC with a baseline map and timber inventory and to provide them with
information and guidance for future management to integrate timber revenues with their
overall goal of natural habitat restoration.

Prior to initiating the timber cruise, the acreage of each pre-determined management unit
was mapped using a commercial grade GPS unit. This data was converted to a shape file
using ArcGIS as the mapping system. The commercial pine timber stands were
determined and separated by similar characteristics (species, age, etc.). Interior wetlands,
creek drainages, and clear-cut areas were excluded. Stand ages were determined by
taking increment borings throughout each unit. A map showing the ten management
units and their associated stands is included in this report.

The merchantable commercial (planted) timber stands were sampled using 10 BAF prism
plots on a 10 chain (6607) by 4 chain (264”) grid or one plot for every four acres. The
data on these variable radius plots was collected using a Nomad handheld data recorder.
The plot grid was laid out on the data recorder using Solo Forest software that allowed
each timber cruiser to navigate to the plots via GPS coordinates. A hard copy of the plot
grid and plot locations along with a summary of the plot numbers and their corresponding
locations on the grid map is included with this report. Each plot was flagged, labeled, and
its plot center marked on the ground with blue and white striped flagging tape. This
system will allow any plot to be re-visited at a later date, if desired. The tally on any
given plot(s) can be provided upon request.

On each prism plot, the cruiser measured and recorded the diameter breast high (dbh) in
2” classes and merchantable height in 8” increments on each tree and placed it in the
highest product class using Two Dog cruising software. The timber was separated into
sawtimber, chip-n-saw, and pulpwood for the pine, and into sawtimber and pulpwood on
hardwood. These were planted pine stands and contained very little hardwood. In
addition, the cruiser made note of the understory conditions in each stand. The product
specifications used were as follows:

Pine Sawtimber 11.0” minimum dbh; 8. 0” minimum diameter top
Pine Chip-n-saw 9.0” minimum dbh; 5.0” minimum diameter top
Pine Pulpwood 4.5” minimum dbh; 3.0” minimum diameter top
Hardwood Logs 12.0” minimum dbh; 10.0” minimum diameter top
Hardwood Pulpwood 6.0” minimum dbh; 3.0” minimum diameter top
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For pre-merchantable commercial timber stands, sampling was done using 1/20 acre
circular plots on a 10 chain (660°) by 8 chain (528”) grid. On each plot, a stem count and
the total height of a dominant tree was taken and recorded.

A summary of the merchantable and pre-merchantable timber stands 1s included in this
report on a per acre and total basis and is shown in Table 1. For merchantable stands, it
shows the volume 1n tons, the basal area, and trees per acre for each stand and by product
class plus the tract total. Also included are the inventory summaries for each Unit and
stand. For pre-merchantable stands, it shows the average trees per acre and average total
height of the dominant trees.

Table 2 shows the acreages of each stand, understory condition, and management
recommendations for that particular stand. (Refer to Table 3 in this report for a
description of the understory condition coedes). It should be noted that stands that are not
numbered on the map are non-timbered areas that are primarily ponds and creek drains.
However, in referencing old infrared aerial photographs, it is apparent that some of these
acres were once planted in pine. FWC should contemplate whether they wish to convert
these acres back to pine plantations or not.

Although the history of the property is not known, in all likelihood, there was a wildfire
at some point that impacted the west and north sides of this property and destroyed some
of the planted pines which were probably not merchantable at the time. Some of the
areas that are mapped and cruised as commercial timber areas contain only scattered
timber and “stringers” of pine along wetland areas. If there was a wildfire, it is possible
that these areas simply did not burn and the timber was not destroyed. These “stringers”
of pine are displayed on the type map.

Finally, one of the criteria of the inventory was that it must meet a specified statistical
standard. The inventory had to achieve a sampling error of +/- 10% at the 95%
confidence interval for either basal area or volume per plot for the combined timber
cruise. Basal area was selected as the criteria for this project and the overall sampling
error was 5.8% at the 95% confidence interval. A copy of the statistical summary for the
timber inventory is included in this report.
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TABLE 3

Vegetation Species and Density Classes

High Flat, Sparse

Live Oak, Laurel Oak in upper mid-story-sparse or scattered
Sparkleberry, Deerberry in lower mid-story

Sparse grasses in understory and ground cover

Upland Oak, Open
Turkey oak, Southern Red oak, Post oak, upper mid-story

Misc. Grasses in understory

High Flat, Medium
Water oak, Laurel oak, in upper mid-story-scattered
Wax myrtle, blueberry, palmetto, sparkleberry lower mid-story

Wiregrass, blueberry, misc other grasses in understory

Mulched

Low Flat, Dense

Water oak, laurel oak, sweetgum in mid-story

Wax myrtle, palmetto, stagger bush, gallberry, blueberry in lower mid-story

Light ground cover under shade

Low Flat, sparse
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	5.5.1 Maintain public access and recreational opportunities to allow for a recreational carrying capacity of 40 visitors per day.
	5.5.2 Develop additional public access and recreational opportunities to allow for a carrying capacity of 160 visitors/day.
	5.5.3 Continue to provide a two panel kiosk for interpretation and education.
	5.5.4 Develop three new interpretive/education programs and/or products including a trail guide, bird list and website.
	5.5.5 Maintain/design/develop 7.5 miles of trails.
	5.5.6 Complete development of a Recreation Master Plan.
	Long-term
	5.5.7 Develop a new kiosk for interpretation and education.
	5.5.8 Monitor trails biannually for visitor impacts.
	5.5.9 Reassess recreational opportunities every three years.
	5.5.10 Continue to provide hunting opportunities for deer, turkey, and feral hogs.
	5.5.11 Cooperate with other agencies, County, stakeholders, and regional landowners to investigate regional recreational opportunities including linking hiking, and multi-use trail systems between adjacent public areas.
	5.5.12 Continue to identify partnerships that could provide for environmental educational programs and outreach.
	5.6 Hydrological Preservation and Restoration
	/Goal:  Protect water quality and quantity, restore hydrology to the extent feasible, and maintain the restored condition.


	Short-term
	5.6.1 Conduct or obtain a site hydrological assessment to identify potential hydrology restoration needs.

	Long-term
	5.6.2 To enhance natural hydrological functions, continue to install and maintain low-water crossings and culverts as appropriate.
	5.6.3 Restore natural hydrologic condition and functions as recommended in hydrological assessment, as feasible.
	5.7 Forest Resource Management
	Goal:  Manage timber resources to improve or restore natural communities for the benefit of wildlife.


	Short-term
	5.7.1 Consult with the FFS or a professional forestry consultant regarding forest management activities as appropriate.
	Long-term
	5.7.2 Prepare and implement a Timber Harvest Plan including harvesting and prescribed burning activities based on restoration and maintenance needs of the natural communities and other goals established for management of the LFWEA.
	5.7.3 Continue to consult with the FFS or a professional forestry consultant regarding forest management activities as appropriate.
	5.8 Cultural and Historical Resources
	Goal:  Protect, preserve, and maintain the cultural resources of the WEA.


	Short-term
	5.8.1 Ensure all known sites are recorded in the Florida Division of Historical Resources (DHR) Master Site file.
	5.8.2 Continue to monitor, protect, and preserve as necessary any future identified sites.
	5.8.3 FWC will coordinate with DHR to determine when a reconnaissance-level archaeological survey may be conducted.
	Long-term
	5.8.4 Cooperate with DHR or trained FWC staff in designing site plans for development of infrastructure.
	5.8.5 Continue to monitor, protect, and preserve as necessary any future identified sites.
	5.8.6 Coordinate with DHR for Archaeological Resources Management training for area staff.
	5.9 Capital Facilities and Infrastructure
	Goal:  Develop the capital facilities and infrastructure necessary to meet the goals and objectives of this management plan.


	Short-term
	5.9.1 Continue to maintain one parking area facility.
	5.9.2 Design and construct one area entryway facility capable of accommodating vehicles with trailers (Figure 15).
	5.9.3 Maintain 21 miles of roads.
	5.9.4 Construct 7.5 miles of trails.
	Long-term
	5.9.5 Monitor trails and infrastructure biannually for visitor impacts.
	5.9.6 Continue to maintain 21 miles of roads.
	5.9.7 Continue to maintain 7.5 miles of trails.
	5.9.8 Continue to maintain two area entryway facilities.
	5.10 Land Conservation and Stewardship Partnerships
	Goal:  Enhance wildlife conservation, resource and operational management through development of an optimal boundary.


	Short-term
	5.10.1 Identify important wildlife resources, habitat, landscape-scale linkages, and wildlife corridors for operational/resource management that may be important to the continued viability of fish and wildlife populations in the region.
	5.10.2 Develop a Conservation Action Strategy.
	5.10.3 Contact and inform adjoining landowners about the FWC Landowners Assistance Program to pursue non-acquisition conservation stewardship, partnerships, and potential conservation easements.
	5.10.4 Identify and recommend parcels for addition to the FWC acquisition list.
	5.10.5 Identify potential non-governmental organization partnerships and grant program opportunities.
	5.10.6 Conduct a landowner assistance/conservation stewardship partnership workshop for adjoining landowners as feasible.
	5.10.7 Collaborate with SRWMD on mutual management opportunities and efficiencies.
	5.10.8 Coordinate and cooperate with Department of Defense military branches to allow for training opportunities for military personnel such as Gulf Regional Air Space Initiative (GRASI) and other initiatives as appropriate and compatible with the con...
	Long-term
	5.10.9 Continue to identify strategic parcels to revise the completed optimal conservation planning boundary for the LFWEA as deemed necessary.
	5.10.10 Continue to identify and recommend parcels for addition to the FWC acquisition list.
	5.10.11 Pursue acquisition of parcels added to the FWC acquisition list as acquisition work plan priorities and funding allow.
	5.10.12 Periodically (at least every three to five years) continue to contact and meet with adjacent landowners for willingness to participate in the Conservation Action Strategy.
	5.10.13 Coordinate landowner assistance/conservation stewardship partnership workshop as deemed appropriate.
	5.10.14 Continue to collaborate with SRWMD on mutual management opportunities and efficiencies.
	5.10.15 Continue to coordinate and cooperate with Department of Defense military branches to allow for training opportunities for military personnel such as Gulf Regional Air Space Initiative (GRASI) and other initiatives as appropriate and compatible...
	5.11 Climate Change
	Goal:   Develop appropriate adaptation strategies in response to projected climate change effects and their potential impacts on natural resources, including fish and wildlife, and the operational management of the LFWEA.


	Long-term
	5.11.1 Coordinate with FWC-FWRI Climate Change Adaptation Initiative to identify potential impacts of projected climate change on fish and wildlife resources and operational management of the LFWEA.
	5.11.2 Incorporate appropriate climate change monitoring protocols and management strategies into the OBVM program for the LFWEA.
	5.11.3 Incorporate appropriate climate change adaptation strategies into the WCPR for LFWEA.
	5.11.4 As appropriate, update the LFWEA Prescribed Fire Plan to incorporate new scientific information regarding projected climate change, such as increased frequency of drought, on the fire regime of LFWEA’s fire-adapted habitats.
	5.11.5 As science, technology, and climate policy evolve, educate natural resource management partners and the public about the agency’s policies, programs and efforts to study, document and address potential climate change; assess the need to incorpo...
	5.12 Research Opportunities
	Goal:  Explore and pursue cooperative research opportunities.


	Long-term
	5.12.1 Explore and pursue cooperative research opportunities through universities, Fish and Wildlife Research Institute, etc. as appropriate.
	5.12.2 Continue to cooperate with researchers, universities, and others as appropriate.
	5.12.3 Continue to assess the need for and pursue research and conservation education partnership opportunities as appropriate.

	6 Schedule:  Timelines for Completion of Resource Management Goals and Objectives
	7 Resource Management Challenges and Strategies
	Management Plan Compliance Checklist - Natural Resource Lands Requirements
	Describe management needs and problems for the property.
	7.1 Challenge: Currently, staffing is at insufficient levels for optimal management of the LFWEA.
	7.1.1 Strategy: Pursue funding for increased staffing.

	7.2 Challenge: McCall’s Chapel Grade is expensive to maintain because of impacts from Mallory Swamp and private property access.
	7.2.1 Strategy: Continue cooperative management through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with SRWMD for maintenance and management of McCall’s Chapel Grade.

	7.3 Challenge: Due to the area’s size and characteristics of its resources, LFWEA cannot accommodate potential recreational demand.
	7.3.1 Strategy: Explore cross-promotion of and linkages to other recreational opportunities in SRWMD’s Mallory Swamp.

	7.4 Challenge: The ability to accomplish hydrologic restoration is limited by potential impacts to neighboring properties.
	7.4.1 Strategy: Cooperate with SRWMD to develop a hydrological restoration strategy.
	7.4.2 Strategy: Communicate with adjacent landowners to facilitate cooperation with restoration strategy.

	7.5 Challenge: Excessive feral hog populations in the region are damaging native plants and wildlife and associated habitat.
	7.5.1 Strategy: Explore control measures to reduce feral hog population and implement as appropriate.
	7.5.2 Strategy: Coordinate with SRWMD to reduce feral hog population in the region.

	7.6 Challenge: Unauthorized vehicle access and use is evident in northeast corner of the LFWEA.
	7.6.1 Strategy: Coordinate with FWC Law Enforcement to control unauthorized access.
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