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Manatees and the Law
Manatees are protected by the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the 
Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act of 1978. 
It is illegal to feed, harass, harm, pursue, 
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, annoy or molest 
manatees.
Examples of illegal activities include:

• Giving food or water to manatees.

• Separating a mother and calf.

• Disturbing mating herds of manatees.

• Disturbing resting manatees.

Call the FWC’s Wildlife Alert Hotline: 
888-404-FWCC (3922) to report manatee 
deaths, injuries, harassment, accidents, or 

orphaned or distressed animals.

Listen for exhales at the water’s surface.

Look for noses, backs and tails.

Look for “footprints” on the surface left 
by a manatee’s tail.

Boater’s Guide 
to living with 

Florida 
Manatees

Tips for Spotting Manatees

https://www.facebook.com/MyFWC/
https://x.com/myfwc
https://www.youtube.com/MyFWCvideos
https://www.flickr.com/photos/myfwcmedia/
https://www.instagram.com/myfwc/?hl=en


Manatee Quick Facts
Appearance: large aquatic mammals with 
grayish-brown skin, a paddle-shaped tail 
and two front flippers
Average adult size: 10 feet long & 1000 lbs.
Diet: primarily seagrass
Behavior: slow swimmers, surface to 
breathe every 3-5 minutes when active
Florida range: throughout fresh, brackish 
and saltwater environments (coastal and 
inland Florida)

Watercraft Collision
Watercraft collisions are the leading 
human-related cause of manatee deaths 
in Florida. While some manatees survive, 
most bear scars from propeller strikes or 
blunt force trauma.

USGS, SE Ecological Science Center, Sirenia Project

How Boaters Can Help

• Wear polarized sunglasses.

• Go slow and look out below.

• Observe all manatee zones & caution 
areas.

• Use marked channels.

• Avoid boating over shallow seagrass 
beds or in sensitive habitats such as 
springs.

• Give manatees plenty of space.

• Properly dispose of trash/fishing line.

• Report collisions with manatees to 
the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline as 
soon as possible so that trained 
responders can help.

Manatee Protection Zones
Typical signs:

Boats not permitted to 
go faster than necessary 
to maintain steerage and 
make headway while 
producing no wake. 

Boats must be fully off 
plane, completely settled, 
and level in the water 
while moving with 
only minimum wake.

Entry prohibited by all 
power-driven vessels or 
those operating under 
mechanical propulsion. 

All entry prohibited 
including boating, 
swimming, wading, 
fishing and diving 
activities.

• Boaters are responsible for familiarizing 
themselves with state and federal 
MPZs.

• For MPZ maps, visit MyFWC.com/MPZ.

You will not be cited if you accidentally 
collide with a manatee while observing 

posted speed zones.
 Please call FWC Wildlife Alert at 

1-888-404-FWCC (3922) 
to report injured, ill, orphaned or 

dead manatees.

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/manatee/data-and-maps/?redirect=mpz



