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               MEETING MINUTES 

 

DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando at SeaWorld 

10100 International Drive, Orlando, 32821 

 

August 25, 2016, 8 am 

 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND AGENDA REVIEW 

 

Present: 

Non-Motorized Boats Working Group Members (NMBWG): Richard Allsopp, James Barker, Gwen 

Beatty, Rebecca Bragg, Daniel Clark, Brice Crossley, Mike Getchell, William Griswold, James Hill, 

Wilbur Hugli, Peggy Phillips, Jorge Salas, Tommy Thompson, and Mark Wilson 

 

FWC Staff: Captain Gary Klein, Captain Thomas Shipp, David Arnold, Precious Boatwright, Brandy 

Elliot, Ryan Hamm, Brian Rehwinkel, and Bill Sargent 

  

Public: Gary Sisco 

 

Absent: 

NMBWG: Phillis Rosetti-Mercer 

 

Captain Gary Klein thanked the attendees and introduced David Arnold and other FWC staff.  Mr. 

Arnold reviewed the agenda. 

 

REPORT ON SURVEY RESULTS ABOUT SAFETY 

 

Bill Sargent reviewed the survey results from the Safety/Education survey.  He provided an overview of 

the NMBWG’s responses to safety-related issues.  A handout listing the responses was provided to the 

working group.  The presentation is available on the NMBWG website at 

http://www.myfwc.com/boating/advisory-council/nmbwg/meetings/.  

 

CONFIRMATION OF MAJOR SAFETY-RELATED ISSUES and IDENTIFYING THE CAUSE 

OF THE ISSUES (These two topics were combined below.) 

 

David Arnold reviewed and confirmed the responses provided by the NMBWG.  They discussed issues 

and causes.  Conditions of waterways was a main safety issue discussed due to  

Safety Issues: 

 Changing weather  

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Market driven attitudes 

 Financial incentives 

 Lack awareness 

AGENDA Non-Motorized Boats Working Group 

http://www.myfwc.com/boating/advisory-council/nmbwg/meetings/
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o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Personal Flotation Device (PFD) 

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Limits or effects of craft 

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Personal responsibility 

 Market driven attitudes  

 Wakes 

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Personal responsibility 

 Market driven attitudes 

 Financial incentives 

 Lack of courtesy 

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Personal responsibility 

 Lack knowledge of emergencies 

o Possible Cause: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Not seeing other boats  

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Personal responsibility 

 Design issues of non-motorized craft 

 Correct display of regulation signs at access areas 

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Financial incentives 

 Current regulations 

 Novice user 

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Market driven attitudes  

 Financial incentives 

 Design issues of non-motorized craft 

 Non-motorized boat visibility 

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Personal responsibility 

 Design issues of non-motorized craft 

 Discourage the use of paddlecraft in areas of commercial vessels 
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o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Personal responsibility 

 Design issues of non-motorized craft 

 Health and physical capability of paddleboat user 

 Higher level of exposure      

o Possible Cause: 

 Personal responsibility 

 Lack knowledge of rules of road     

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Financial incentives 

 Operational limits of other boats     

o Possible Cause: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Lack of knowledge of own boat     

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Lack knowledge about location     

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Financial incentives 

 More inclusive livery law to include non-motorized vessels   

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Current regulations 

 Additional concern unique to peddle craft (mechanical)  

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Design issues of non-motorized craft 

 Placement of navigational safety markers    

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Current regulations 

 Boating under influence      

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Personal responsibility 

 

 

 

 Swift current        
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o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Market driven attitudes 

 Financial incentives 

 Blind curves        

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Market driven attitudes 

 Financial incentives 

 Inadequate safety equipment     

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Personal responsibility 

 Financial incentives 

 Design issues of non-motorized craft 

 Inconsistent education at concessionaires particularly state parks or other rentals also includes safety 

issues 

o Possible Causes: 

 Education – lack of, inadequate 

 Livery responsibility 

 Financial incentives 

 Current regulations 

 Need for proper oversight of liveries/concessionaires 

o Possible Cause: 

 Current regulations 

 

IDENTIFYING SOLUTIONS 

 

1. Approach manufacturers about design consideration to promote safety 

2. Innovative approaches to PFD usage 

3. Address naming issue of “PFD” 

4. “Warnings” 

a. Add to vessel 

b. (Add to) signs 

c. (Add to) information Point of Sale or Point of Rental 

5. Provide specific information  

6. Incentives 

a. Discount on insurance for certified guides 

b. Reduction in “fees” from local government 

 

REPORT ON SURVEY RESULTS FOR EDUCATION 

 

Bill Sargent reviewed the survey results from the Safety/Education survey.  He provided an overview of 

the NMBWG’s responses to the education-related issues.  A handout listing the responses was provided 

to the working group.  The presentation is available on the NMBWG website at 

http://www.myfwc.com/boating/advisory-council/nmbwg/meetings/. 

http://www.myfwc.com/boating/advisory-council/nmbwg/meetings/
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IDENTIFYING SOLUTIONS 

 

Existing Condition: 

 Not everyone is required to take any 

 Many sources offer boating education 

 Once is all that is needed to obtain a boater ID card 

 No one size fits all (really) option is available or desired 

 Boat Smart book is not helpful for non-motorized boat operators (not designed with them in 

mind) 

 

Future Considerations: 

 Education is needed in some way 

 Message should be about your actions can harm another (or yourself) 

 Different types of education products are needed 

 A variety of audiences need education 

 A variety of ways need to be available to deliver education 

 A variety of places should be available to receive education 

 Education should be tailored to specific audiences 

 

WRAP UP AND PLAN FOR THE FUTURE 

 

The next NMBWG meeting will be held in October.  It will be located in West Palm Beach, Florida.  

Access, education, and safety will be reviewed with possible solutions identified.  A survey will be sent 

out specifically on solutions discussed at previous meetings. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3 pm.  


