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*2015 statistics for top 10 states were not available at time of printing  
  Source: U.S. Coast Guard Division of Auxiliary and Boating Safety (recreational fatalities) 
 

*Fatality Rate – Number of fatalities per 100,000 registered vessels 

*52 fatal accidents 

2015 FATALITY DATA 
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*52 fatal accidents involving 55 fatalities 
Fatality data includes six missing persons where their disappearance is associated with a boating 
accident.   

*52 fatal accidents involving 55 fatalities (Based on first harmful event.) 

2015 FATALITY DATA 

 



 

 
 

17 

Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

 

  

25

8

7

6

5

2

1

1

1

0 10 20 30

Cruising

Rowing/paddling

Drifting

At anchor

Changing speed

Other

Being towed

Changing direction

Docking/undocking

OPERATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT

12

11

11

10

5

2

1

0 4 8 12 16

Ocean/gulf

Lake/pond

River/creek

Bay/sound

Canal/cut

Inlet/pass

Port/harbor

ACCIDENT SITE LOCATION

3

2

2

1

1

0 1 2 3

Other

MPH limit

Slow speed

Idle speed

Manatee slow speed

RESTRICTED AREA FATAL ACCIDENTS

*56 vessels involved in 52 fatal accidents with 55 victims 

*9 of 52 fatal accidents occurred in restricted areas 

2015 FATALITY DATA 
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*55 total fatalities involving 56 vessels 

2015 FATALITY DATA 
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*55 fatalities, Other  category includes 6 
missing where cause of death is unknown 

*57 operators 
 

2015 FATALITY DATA 
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*52 fatal accidents involving 55 victims 

2015 FATALITY DATA 

 
Glades County 2/19/15:   A man and woman were in a 20 foot open motor boat on Lake 

Okeechobee.  Approximately two miles from Indian Prairie, the male operator slowed the vessel 

and turned around due to the rough conditions.  Waves began pouring over the stern and the vessel 

quickly submerged.  The two did not have PFDs on and were heavily clothed.  The male became 

exhausted and slipped below the surface.  The female was able to hold onto some floating debris 

and was rescued a few hours later.  The body of the operator was located three days later. 

*41 operators did not have any formal boater education 
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 *52 accidents involving 55 fatalities 
   (Alcohol/drug related refers to any accidents in which alcohol or drug use may have been a contributing factor, whether or not legally impaired.) 

2015 FATALITY DATA 
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*Offshore defined as the edge of the Gulf Stream or three miles from shore, whichever is greater, in the Atlantic 
and more than nine miles out in the Gulf. 
 

*52 fatal accidents 

2015 FATALITY DATA 
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