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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

PERSONAL WATERCRAFT DATA 

2012 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT REGISTRATION AND ACCIDENTS BY COUNTY 

County Pleasure Rental Total 
PWC 

Accidents 
PWC 

Fatalities 
PWC 

Injuries 
Property 
Damage 

Rank 
Accident 

Rate* 

Alachua 770 0 770 0 0 0 $0 31 0 

Baker 220 0 220 0 0 0 $0 32 0 

Bay 2,046 331 2,377 4 0 7 $6,600 10 1:594 

Bradford 249 0 249 0 0 0 $0 33 0 

Brevard 3,446 21 3,467 3 0 3 $375 14 1:1,156 

Broward 7,681 90 7,771 2 0 3 $13,500 15 1:3,886 

Calhoun 49 0 49 0 0 0 $0 34 0 

Charlotte 1433 53 1,486 1 0 3 $1,500 26 1:1,486 

Citrus 978 1 979 1 0 0 $2,000 25 1:979 

Clay 1680 8 1,688 3 0 1 $9,700 12 1:563 

Collier 2,769 231 3,000 5 1 4 $11,000 7 1:600 

Columbia 295 0 295 0 0 0 $0 35 0 

Desoto 167 1 168 1 0 1 $0 28 1:168 

Dixie 86 0 86 2 0 2 $1,700 20 1:43 

Duval 3,854 14 3,868 0 0 0 $0 36 0 

Escambia 1,732 50 1,782 6 2 3 $14,000 6 1:297 

Flagler 611 3 614 0 0 0 $0 37 0 

Franklin 183 39 222 0 0 0 $0 38 0 

Gadsden 85 0 85 0 0 0 $0 39 0 

Gilchrist 96 1 97 0 0 0 $0 40 0 

Glades 37 1 38 0 0 0 $0 41 0 

Gulf 146 4 150 0 0 0 $0 42 0 

Hamilton 35 0 35 0 0 0 $0 43 0 

Hardee 127 1 128 0 0 0 $0 44 0 

Hendry 187 0 187 0 0 0 $0 45 0 

Hernando 939 1 940 0 0 0 $0 46 0 

Highlands 1,137 2 1,139 0 0 0 $0 47 0 

Hillsborough 6,166 40 6,206 4 1 3 $6,750 9 1:1,552 

Holmes 83 2 85 0 0 0 $0 48 0 

Indian River 775 0 775 5 0 3 $11,000 8 1:155 

Jackson 262 6 268 0 0 0 $0 49 0 

Jefferson 70 0 70 0 0 0 $0 50 0 

Lafayette 68 0 68 0 0 0 $0 51 0 

Lake 2,326 13 2,339 2 0 3 $3,000 19 1:1,170 

Lee 4,316 173 4,489 2 0 2 $4,000 18 1:2,245 

Leon 1,384 3 1,387 1 0 1 $5,600 21 1:1,387 

Levy 169 1 170 0 0 0 $0 52 0 
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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

PERSONAL WATERCRAFT DATA
 

2012 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT REGISTRATION AND ACCIDENTS BY COUNTY 

County Pleasure Rental Total 
PWC 

Accidents 
PWC 

Fatalities 
PWC 

Injuries 
Property 
Damage 

Rank 
Accident 

Rate* 

Liberty 35 0 35 0 0 0 $0 53 0 

Madison 36 0 36 0 0 0 $0 54 0 

Manatee 2,037 45 2,082 0 0 0 $0 55 0 

Marion 1,690 6 1,696 1 0 1 $4,000 22 1:1,696 

Martin 1,439 17 1,456 0 0 0 $0 56 0 

Miami-Dade 10,572 441 11,013 17 2 14 $51,300 2 1:648 

Monroe 1,535 357 1,892 22 0 20 $218,250 1 1:86 

Nassau 605 10 615 0 0 0 $0 57 0 

Okaloosa 2,719 257 2,976 11 0 7 $56,449 4 1:271 

Okeechobee 235 0 235 1 0 1 $1,500 27 1:235 

Orange 6,302 48 6,350 1 0 1 $0 29 1:6,350 

Osceola 1,597 21 1,618 2 0 0 $5,700 16 1:809 

Palm Beach 6,232 86 6,318 9 0 6 $10,200 5 1:702 

Pasco 3,138 20 3,158 1 0 1 $2,000 24 1:3,158 

Pinellas 7,137 195 7,332 14 1 13 $27,300 3 1:524 

Polk 2,753 16 2,769 1 0 1 $0 30 1:2,769 

Putnam 586 3 589 0 0 0 $0 58 0 

Santa Rosa 1,808 77 1885 2 0 2 $4,525 17 1:943 

Sarasota 2,343 83 2,426 4 0 6 $16,500 11 1:607 

Seminole 3,066 5 3,071 1 0 2 $3,000 23 1:3,071 

St. Johns 1,803 10 1,813 0 0 0 $0 59 0 

St. Lucie 1,336 4 1,340 0 0 0 $0 60 0 

Sumter 203 1 204 0 0 0 $0 61 0 

Suwannee 190 0 190 0 0 0 $0 62 0 

Taylor 109 0 109 0 0 0 $0 63 0 

Union 57 0 57 0 0 0 $0 64 0 

Volusia 2,565 50 2,615 3 0 3 $1,500 13 1:872 

Wakulla 164 1 165 0 0 0 $0 65 0 

Walton 528 16 544 0 0 0 $0 66 0 

Washington 122 2 124 0 0 0 $0 67 0 

DHSMV 421 5 426 

TOTAL 110,020 2,866 112,886 132 7 117 $492,949 

Accident Rate = # of Registered Vessels 

# of Accidents 

Those counties in bold print represent the top ten counties for PWC boating accidents in 2012 (Eleven due to ties). 

DHSMV numbers represent registrations issued at the main office instead of at county level. 
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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

2012 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT DATA 

PWC REGISTRATION 

PWC 
(private) 

108 

PWC (private) 
110,020 

97% 

PWC (rental) 
2,866 

3% 

Other 
vessels 

785 
82% 

PWC (rental) 
66 
7% 

11% 

Other 
vessels 

789,083 
87% 

PWC 
112,886 

13% 

PWC ACCIDENTS 2008 - 2012 PWC ACCIDENTS- TOP ELEVEN
 

2012 

167 

143 

125 

162 

132 
Sarasota 

Bay 

2011 Hillsborough 

Collier 

Indian River 
2010 

Escambia 

Palm Beach 

2009 Okaloosa 

Pinellas 

Miami-Dade 
2008 

Monroe 

COUNTIES FOR 2012
 

22 

17 

14 

11 

9 

6 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

0 50 100 150 200 0 5 10 15 20 25 

*132 total PWC accidents. *11 Shown due to ties. 
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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

2012 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT DATA 

ACCIDENT SITE LOCATION RESTRICTED AREA ACCIDENTS 

Port/harbor 

Canal/cut 

Inlet/pass 

River/creek 

Ocean/gulf 

Lake/pond 

Bay/sound 54 

22 

22 

12 

9 

7 

6 Manatee idle speed 

Manatee slow speed 

Slow speed 

Other 

Idle speed 

MPH limit 11 

7 

6 

3 

2 

1 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 
*30 PWC accidents occurred within a restricted area. 

OPERATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 

Docking/undocking 

Being towed 

At anchor 

Other 

Drifting 

Docked (moored) 

Wake/surf jumping 

Changing speed 

Changing direction 

Cruising 73 

25 

20 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 20 40 60 80 

*132 PWC accidents. 
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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

2012 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT DATA 

PRIMARY TYPE OF ACCIDENT 

Vessel wake damage 

Skier mishap/fall 

Skier hit object 

Flooding (swamping) 

Fire/explosion (non-fuel) 

Fire/explosion (fuel) 

Fall in boat 

Capsizing 

Grounding 

Other 

Collision with floating object/person 

Falls overboard 

Fall on PWC 

Collision with fixed object 

Collision with vessel 60 

25 

16 

12 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 
*132 PWC accidents 

(Based on first harmful event as determined by the state reviewing authority.) 

PWC OWNERSHIP 

PWC OPERATOR AGE 
PWC (owner 
household) 

60 
34% 

PWC 
(borrowed) 

48 
28% 

PWC (rented) 
66 

38% 

PWC OPERATOR EXPERIENCE 

(HOURS) 51+ 
Less than 17 

8 
9 Unknown 5% 

5% 7 

36-50 
60 

35%
22-35 

64 
38% 

17-21 
28 

17% 10-100 
58 

34% 

100+ 
37 

22% 

<10 
67 

40% 

4% 

*132 PWC accidents involving 174 PWC and 169 operators. 
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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

2012 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT DATA
 

PWC OPERATOR EDUCATION PWC OPERATORS BY AGE WITHOUT 

BOATER EDUCATION 

Boater 
education 

39 
23% 

No boater 
education 

130 
77% 

*169 operators 

9 

34 

67 

34 

9 

8 

43 

41 

25 

11 

9 

38 

63 

21 

12 

5 

45 

57 

17 

6 

51+ 

36-50 

22-35 

17-21 

0-16 

51+ 

36-50 

22-35 

17-21 

0-16 

51+ 

36-50 

22-35 

17-21 

0-16 

51+ 

36-50 

22-35 

17-21 

0-16 

2
0

0
9

 
2

0
1

0
 

2
0

1
1

 
2

0
1

2
 

0 20 40 60 80
 
*132 accidents involving 130 operators with no formal education. 

PWC FATALITIES (2008 - 2012) PWC INJURIES (2008-2012) 

2012
 

2011
 

2010
 

2009
 

2008
 7 

1 

10 

7 

7 2012
 

2011
 

2010
 

2009
 

2008
 149 

152 

108 

144 

117 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12
 0 40 80 120 160
 
*132 accidents involving 7 fatalities. *117 injuries 
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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

2012 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT DATA
 

PRIMARY INJURY TYPES
 

33 

29 

21 

13 

6 

5 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Broken bone(s) 

Laceration 

Contusions 

Head injury 

Sprain/strain 

No info 

Back injury 

Shock 

Teeth and jaw 

Amputation 

Internal injuries 

Spinal injury 

0 10 20 30 40 
*132 accidents involving 117 injuries. 

COMPARISONS OF PWC FATALITIES COMPARISONS OF PWC INJURIES 

Other vessel 
fatalities 

48 
87% 

PWC 
fatalities 

7 
13% 

Other vessel 
injuries 

269 
70% 

PWC injuries 
117 
30% 
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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

2012 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT DATA
 

PRIMARY CAUSE ASSESSED BY REVIEWING AUTHORITY
 

Standing/sitting on gunwale, bow, or transom 

Skier or occupant behavior 

Other 

Ignition of fuel vapor 

Equipment failure 

Alcohol use 

Weather 

Congested waters 

Violation of nav rule 

Sharp turn 

Machinery failure 

Hazardous waters 

Off throttle steering-jet 

Operator inattention 

Excessive speed 

No proper look-out 

Operator inexperience 

Careless/inattention 33 

31 

23 

12 

6 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 

INVESTIGATING AGENCY 

Police 
Department 

FWC 
116 
88% 

Sheriff's 
Office 

12 
9% 

4 
3% 

*132 PWC accidents. 
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