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Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

2010 VESSEL REGISTRATION AND ACCIDENTS BY COUNTY 
         

County Recreational Total Reportable Fatalities Injuries Property Rank Accident 
Vessels Vessels Accidents Damage Rate* 

Alachua 10,760 11,069 2 0 3 $2,000 42 1:5,534 
Baker 2,339 2,350 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Bay 18,560 19,541 22 4 12 $306,450 8 1:888 
Bradford 2,375 2,395 2 1 1 $750 43 1:1,197 
Brevard 35,130 34,691 23 1 13 $375,150 7 1:1,509 
Broward 41,572 42,976 29 3 11 $423,000 6 1:1,482 
Calhoun 1,607 1,630 3 1 3 $2,000 39 1:543 
Charlotte 20,355 20,968 11 0 3 $43,250 15 1:1,906 
Citrus 16,232 16,901 11 1 10 $48,000 16 1:1,536 
Clay 12,730 12,881 6 1 4 $10,100 27 1:2,147 
Collier 21,652 22,619 20 1 14 $120,800 9 1:1,131 
Columbia 4,569 4,616 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Desoto 2,275 2,345 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Dixie 2,499 2,776 3 0 3 $6,200 40 1:925 
Duval 30,247 31,025 14 0 9 $97,600 13 1:2,216 
Escambia 16,463 16,909 5 0 2 $95,000 30 1:3,381 
Flagler 5,265 5,363 7 1 1 $26,850 24 1:776 
Franklin 2,453 3,663 11 1 3 $103,604 17 1:333 
Gadsden 2,525 2,565 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Gilchrist 1,707 1,740 2 1 1 $2,500 44 1:870 
Glades 1,169 1,231 2 0 1 $8,000 45 1:616 
Gulf 2,778 3,098 4 0 3 $11,300 34 1:775 
Hamilton 998 1,008 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Hardee 1,610 1,628 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Hendry 2,791 2,927 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Hernando 9,407 9,621 1 0 0 $7,000 52 1:9,621 
Highlands 8,686 8,816 4 0 3 $2,000 35 1:2,204 
Hillsborough 43,294 44,159 11 3 4 $19,500 18 1:4,014 
Holmes 2,169 2,182 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Indian River 10,467 5,928 5 3 3 $12,970 31 1:1,186 
Jackson 4,813 4,839 2 1 0 $3,600 46 1:2,420 
Jefferson 1,313 1,338 1 1 0 $0 53 1:1,338 
Lafayette 981 991 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Lake 21,770 22,043 5 3 3 $5,280 32 1:4,409 
Lee 43,166 44,524 33 4 17 $550,650 5 1:1,349 
Leon 12,979 13,248 3 0 4 $8,500 41 1:4,416 
Levy 4,167 4,504 2 0 2 $6,000 47 1:2,252 

2010 REPOR TABLE BOATING ACCIDENTS 
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2010 REPORTABLE BOATING ACCIDENTS 

2010 VESSEL REGISTRATION AND ACCIDENTS BY COUNTY 
 

County 
 

Recreational 
Vessels 

 

Total 
Vessels 

 

Reportable 
Accidents 

 

Fatalities 
 

Injuries 
 

Property 
Damage 

 

Rank 
 

Accident 
Rate* 

Liberty 1,127 1,159 2 2 0 $0 48 1:579 
Madison 1,197 1,205 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Manatee 17,676 18,422 7 0 1 $60,248 25 1:2,632 
Marion 19,312 19,621 6 1 3 $14,700 28 1:3,270 
Martin 14,883 15,652 10 1 4 $3,800 19 1:1,565 
Miami-Dade 58,859 61,357 72 3 44 $2,197,000 2 1:852 
Monroe 23,574 26,181 77 7 56 $842,992 1 1:340 
Nassau 6,136 6,319 2 1 0 $36,100 49 1:3,160 
Okaloosa 17,444 18,034 18 0 15 $467,950 10 1:1,002 
Okeechobee 4,953 5,140 2 1 1 $2,000 50 1:2,570 
Orange 30,187 30,689 9 1 9 $19,095 22 1:3,410 
Osceola 8,346 8,499 7 0 6 $10,000 26 1:1,214 
Palm Beach 39,795 41,158 60 6 23 $1,068,250 3 1:686 
Pasco 23,423 23,985 5 1 7 $216,300 33 1:4,797 
Pinellas 48,086 49,913 53 5 21 $321,600 4 1:942 
Polk 29,744 30,245 10 5 6 $19,700 20 1:4,023 
Putnam 8,269 8,589 4 0 2 $34,700 36 1:2,067 
Santa Rosa 14,143 14,430 6 1 9 $4,500 29 1:2,405 
Sarasota 21,958 22,540 10 2 9 $258,000 21 1:22,504 
Seminole 17,937 18,287 12 4 8 $76,250 14 1:1,524 
St. Johns 13,101 13,507 15 0 9 $71,400 12 1:900 
St. Lucie 12,580 13,123 8 2 2 $134,500 23 1:1,640 
Sumter 4,255 4,307 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Suwannee 2,930 2,967 2 0 3 $0 51 1:1,484 
Taylor 3,701 3,863 4 0 4 $96,330 37 1:966 
Union 928 932 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
Volusia 28,028 28,900 18 5 11 $147,200 10 1:1,606 
Wakulla 4,586 4,899 4 0 2 $7,300 38 1:1,225 
Walton 5,385 5,516 1 0 1 $1,200 54 1:5,516 
Washington 2,385 2,401 0 0 0 $0 55 0 
DHSMV 5,644 6,838 0 0 0 $0 0 0 
TOTAL 901,737 941,589 668 79 389 $8,443,369   

*Accident Rate = # of Registered Vessels 
     # of Accidents 
 

**Those counties highlighted in blue represent the top counties; there are eleven counties highlighted due to an equal number of reportable accidents 
for Okaloosa and Volusia counties in 2010. 
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*668 total accidents. 

*11 counties are shown due to a tie for tenth place. 
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Total number of accidents – 668. No information for 5 accidents. 
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*668 accidents involving 875 vessels and 8 swimmers. 
(Based on first harmful event as determined by the state reviewing authority.) 

(No secondary type of accident assigned to 409 accidents. 
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*668 accidents involving 875 vessels and 8 swimmers. 
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*668 total accidents involving 875 vessels and 8 swimmers. 
*73 fatal accidents involving 84 vessels and 0 swimmers. 
*125 personal watercraft accidents involving 178 vessels and 3 swimmers. 
 

*668 accidents involving 875 vessels and 8 swimmers. 
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*668 accidents involving 875 vessels. 

*$7,580,386 in vessel damage and $829,666 in property damage in 2010. 



 

31 
 

Boating Accidents Statistical Report 

  
2010 REPORTABLE BOATING ACCIDENTS 

149

106

56

55

43

42

41

41

19

17

17

15

11

10

8

7

6

6

5

5

3

2

2

1

1

0 50 100 150

Operator inattention
No proper look-out

Machinery failure
Excessive speed

Other
Operator inexperience

Careless/inattention
Alcohol/drug use

Reckless operation
Equipment failure

Skier or occupant behavior
Weather

Off throttle steering jet
Standing/sitting- gunwale/bow/transom

Hull failure
Improper loading

Overloading
Ignition of fuel vapor

Sharp turn
Improper anchoring

Failure to vent
Lack of proper lights

Hazardous waters
Vision obstructed
Congested waters

PRIMARY CAUSE ASSESSED BY REVIEWING AUTHORITY

Female
56
7%

Male
727
92%

No info
10
1%

VESSEL OWNERSHIP

100+
434
55%10 - 100

156
20%

<10
10%

No info
122
15%

OPERATOR EXPERIENCE
(Hours)< 17 Years

31
4% 17 - 21 Years

7%

22 - 35 Years
187
24%

36 - 50 Years
256
32%

51+ Years
258
32%

No info
5

>1%

PERATOR GE

*668 accidents involving 793 operators. 
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*1,572 total occupants and operators. 
*131 individuals with no swimme
*480 individuals with no PFD inf
 

*523 operators without boater education, 6 operators without age information. 
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*There were 1,572 individuals involved in boating accidents in 2010. 

*668 total accidents with 389 injuries. Offshore defined as the edge of the Gulfstream or 3 miles 
from shore, whichever is greater, in the Atlantic and more 
than 9 miles out in the Gulf. 
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