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Boating Accidents Statistical Report

2009 FATALITY DATA
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2009 Statistics for top 10 States were not available at time of printing.
Source: U.S. Coast Guard Boating Safety Division.
FLORIDA TOTAL FATALITIES RECORDED INVESTIGATING AGENCY

Yr
. Number of fatalities | 68 10%
8 Fatality rate | 6.6 Sheriff
« Registered vessels 1,024,375
N Number of fatalities | 77
§ Fatality rate | 7.5

Registered vessels 1,027,043
o Number of fatalities | 54
8 Fatality rate | 5.3
« Registered vessels 1,010,359
o Number of fatalities | 65
8 Fatality rate | 6.6
« Registered vessels ] 982,470 _ | | |
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* Fatality rate - Number of fatalities per 100,000 registered vessels. 51 fatal accidents.
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FATAL ACCIDENTS By

MONTH

o hoy

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug

Sep Oct Nov Dec

* 51 fatal accidents involving 65 fatalities.
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* 51 fatal accidents involving 65 fatalities.
Based on first harmful event.
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OPERATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT
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No Info.

Being towed 1]
Towing a boat [1]
Changing Speed [1]
Docked (moored) [1]
Sailing [1]

L L] (L L L

Atanchor| 4 1]
Rowing/paddling = 5
Other -6 M
Drifting 8
9
I

Changing Direction

Cruising

0 5 10 15 20

* 58 vessels and 2 swimmer involved in 51 fatal accidents with 65 victims.

ACCIDENT SITE LOCATION

Marsh/Swamp j
Inlet/Pass I|
Canal/Cut 5

Bay/Sound 9 |

River/Creek 9 |
Lake/Pond 18 |

Ocean/Gulf 13 |
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* 51 accidents involving 65 fatalities.

RESTRICTED AREA FATAL ACCIDENTS

Idle speed 1
Slow speed 3
Manatee slow speed 2
Other 3
1 1 ] 1 1
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VESSEL, OWNERSHIP
2%

Rented

12%

Borrowed

. Owned - 50
D Borrowed (not in household) - 7

D Rented - 1

VESSEL HuLL & FUEL TYPE

Steel il 1

Other |~ 6
Aluminum [~ 8

Fiberglass 43

Diesel ﬂ 2

Not Specified 13

Gasoline 43
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VESSEL TYPE, LENGTH & PROPULSION

Air thrust
Not specified
Sail

Manual
Water jet

Propeller

<12 Feet

12 - 16 Feet
17 - 21 Feet
22 - 26 Feet
27 - 40 Feet
41 - 65 Feet
66+ Feet

Airboat

Sail (only)

Other

Sail (Aux power)
Canoe/ kayak
Rowboat (Jon)
Cabin motorboat
Personal watercraft

Open motorboat

2
3]

H
Foml
[
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* 51 Fatal accidents involving 58 vessels.
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PrRiMARY CAUSE OF DEATH

2%

Undetermined

29%

Trauma
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69%

Drowning

PRIMARY CAUSE OF DEATH

D Drowning - 45 . Trauma - 19
[7] Undetermined - 1

OPERATOR AGE
5%

17 - 21 Years

5%

Than 17 Years

25%

22 - 35 Years

OPERATOR AGE
D Less Than 17 Years - 3 D 22 -35 Years - 14
B 17-21 Years - 3 [] 36-50 Years - 14

[ 51+ Years - 22

OPERATOR (GENDER
4%

Female

OPERATOR GENDER
. Male - 54 D Female - 2
OPERATOR EXPERIENCE

10 - 100 hours

16%
NN 63%
Over 100 hours

OPERATOR EXPERIENCE

n 10- 100 hours - 8 . Unknown - 9
D Over 100 hours - 35 D Under 10 hours - 4

*51 accidents involving 56 operators, 58 vessels and 65 fatalities
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BoAT OPERATOR EDUCATION OPERATORS BY AGE WITHOUT
FORMAL BOATER EDUCATION

11%
Boater
Education

Less Than 17 Years EI

17 - 21 Years | |1

89%

No Boater Education

22-35 Years 15 Il |

36 -50 Years 11 I
51+ Years 21 mﬂmmmm‘ll

OPERATOR INSTRUCTION

D No Boater Education - 50 . Boater Education - 6 0 5 10 15 20 25
*51 fatal accidents involving 56 operators.
VICTIM STATISTICS VICTIM STATISTICS
(SWIMMING ABILITY) (EJECTED)

2%

Not Ejected

5%

Cannot Swim

CAN SWIM EJECTED
[ canswim- 48 [ Nonfo. - 14 [ No Info. - 41 [ Ejected- 23
I Convot Swim - 3 VICTIM STATISTICS B NotEfoced - 1

(WEARING PFD)

WEARING PFD
[ Nonfo. - 46 B Not Wearing PFD - 12
D Wearing PFD - 7

*51 accidents involving 65 victims.
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ViCcTIM RESIDENCY

14%

Non Resident

86%

Florida Resident

VICTIM RESIDENCY
I:] Florida Resident - 56 . Non Resident - 9

VicTIM GENDER VICTIM AGE

20%

36-50 Years

9%

Less Than 17 Years

6%

17 - 21 Years

51+ Years

VICTIM GENDER VICTIM AGE
B Mle - 48 [ Female - 17 B tess Than 17 Years - 6 [] 22-35 Years - 18
[ 17-21 Years - 3 [ 36-50 Years - 13
3 51+ Years - 25
ALCOHOL/DRUG RELATED ACCIDENTS ALCOHOL/DRUG RELATED VICTIMS

26%
Drug Use /
Alcohol Use

Other Causes

74%

Other Causes

ALCOHOL/DRUG RELATED ACCIDENTS ALCOHOL/DRUG RELATED VICTIMS
[ Other Causes - 43 B 0rug Use / Alcohol Use - 8 [ other Causes - 52 [ drug Use / Alcohol Use - 12
D Unknown - 1

*51 accidents involving 65 fatalities.
(Alcohol/drug related refers to any accidents in which alcohol/drug-use may have
been a contributing factor, whether or not legally impaired.)
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PrRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT BY REVIEWING AUTHORITY

Overloading 11
Lack of proper lights =11
Improper loading |11

Weather 21
Skier or occupant behavior [F11
Unidentifiable =11

| om

Operator inattention

No proper look-out
Careless/ inattention

Reckless operation

Excessive speed

Operator inexperience

Machinery failure

Other

Alcohol use

7 T i
=il |
Standing/ sitting on gunwale, bow or transom 11
T am
7
=il |
8

*51 fatal accidents.

STATE WATERS VS. OFFSHORE FATALITIES

6%

Offshore

94%

State Waters

- Offshore - 4 [] state Waters - 61

*61 fatalities occurred in State waters, plus 4 offshore fatalities.
Offshore defined as the edge of the Gulf Stream or 3 miles from shore, whichever is greater, in the Atlantic and more than 9 miles out in the Gulf.





