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2008 Personal Watercraft Data

2008 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT REGISTRATION AND ACCIDENTS BY COUNTY

County

Baker

Bradford

Broward

Charlotte

Clay

Columbia

Dixie

Pleasure

212

247

8,669

1,752

2,096

390

124

Rental

126

43

10

Total

213

247

8,795

1,795

2,106

390

125

PWC
Accidents

PWC
Fatalities

PWC
Injuries

Property
Damage

$0

$0

$10,600

$3,250

$0

$0

$0

Rank

Accident
Rate*

1:1256

1:897

1:2106

Escambia

Franklin

Gilchrist

Gulf

Hardee

Hernando

Hillsborough

Indian River

Jefferson

Lake

1,891

266

120

218

162

1,197

7,217

901

76

2,832

41

16

1,914

269

121

220

166

1,201

7,258

204

77

2,848

$19,600

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$9,500

$28,000

$0

$3,300

10

13

18

1:382

1:1814

1:904

1:949

Leon

Liberty

1,050

1,052

35

$0

$0
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2008 PERSONAL WATERCRAFT REGISTRATION AND ACCIDENTS BY COUNTY

County

Manatee

Martin

Monroe

Okaloosa

Orange

DHSMV

Pasco

Polk

Santa Rosa

Seminole

St Lucie

Suwannee

Union

Wakulla

Washington
TOTAL

Pleasure

2,323

1,475

1,671

2,906

7,979

3,964

3,525

1,949

3,884

1,457

209

59

218

131
130,181

*Those counties in bold represent the top ten counties for PWC boating accidents in 2008.

Rental

285

218

698

1
2,311

Total

2,368

1,481

1,956

3,124

8,023

3,982

3,541

2,032

3,894

1,464

209

59

220

132
132,492

PWC
Accidents

24

701

0
168

PWC
Fatalities

7

PWC
Injuries

21

0
152

* Accident Rate = # of Recreational Vessels
# of accidents

Property
Damage

$4,000

$13,000

$61,700

$2,300

$0

$4,600

$6,100

$0

$0
$399,331

Rank

21

12

30

67

20

29

19

67

67

67

29

67

Accident
Rate*

1:1184

1:368

1:446

1:8023

1:1770

1:2032

1:1947

1:220
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PWC REGISTRATION

14%

Private

PWC Accidents

74% 87%

Other Accidents Other Boats Registered

. Other Accidents - 489 u Rented PWC Accidents - 77 u PWC - 132,492 D Other Boats Registered - 877,867
D Private PWC Accidents - 91

2%

Rental

[ Rental - 2,311 [ Private - 130,181

PWC ACCIDENTS (2003-2008) PWC - TOP 10 COUNTIES FOR 2008

2003 | 241 Bl | Pinellas 27 I | |
Monroe 24 -
Miami-Dade [ AN
O |
2006 174 Il | Lee 5
2007 161 II.II. Broward gl |
Okaloosa 7
1 1 L | | .
0 50 100 150 200 250 Collier| 6 ]
Volusia 6 l
Escambia 5 ﬂ
Palm Beach 5 lﬂ
| | | |

30
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A

Ocean/Gulf
Bay/Sound
Lake/Pond

River/Creek

Inlet/Pass
Canal/Cut
Other

Port/Harbor

CCIDENT SITE LOCATION

51 |
43 |
|
|
| ol
[ T1ollil
4]
]2
! ! ! ! ! .
0 10 20 30 40 50 60

RESTRICTED AREA ACCIDENTS

Idle Speed

Slow Speed

Manatee Slow Speed

Other

MPH Limit

T

0 3 6 9 12 15

OPERATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT

Cruising

Changing Speed
Drifting

Being Towed

Other

NO INFO
Docking/Undocking
Changing Direction
Wake/Surf Jumping

Docked (moored)

102 |

89

87]

] ! | | | | | |
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
168 PWC ACCIDENTS INVOLVING 252 PWCS
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PRIMARY TYPE OF ACCIDENT

Collision with vessel 100

Collision with fixed object |24 ]
FallonPWC| 20 7]
Falls overboard [ 11]
Grounding [4]
Collision float obj./person [13

Skier hit object |1 3

Struck by boat (person) [] 1
Fire/Explosion (non-fuel) I 1

Skier mishap/fall [ 1 | |

0 20 40 60

PWC OWNERSHIP

250

200 (-

150

100

0

J
80 100

- PWC Rented D PWC Owner Household n PWC Borrowed (not in household)

PWC OPERATOR AGE PWC OPERATOR EXPERIENCE

20%

36-50 Years N

No Info.

25%

17 - 21 Years

40%

22 - 35 Years

24%

10- 100 hours

o
1% Over 100 hours

B 17-21 Years - 62 [ 36-50 Years - 51 [ 10-100hours - 60 [] Unknown - 62
[ 22- 35 Years - 100 [ 51+ Years - 15 ] over 100 hours - 51 [T Under 10 hours - 79

D Less Than 17 Years - 19 D No Info. - 5
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PWC OPERATORS BY AGE WITHOUT
BOATER EDUCATION (2004-2008)

Yr PWC

51+ 1370
36-50 | i3 )
22-35 86
17-21 [

1-16 |10

51+ o1
36-50 [ 43 |
22-35 [ 72
17-21 | T

1-16 51

51+ | 1371
36-50 55 |
22-35 95
17-21 [ ST

1-16 [ 7

51+ |12
36-50 | 4 |
22-35 84
17-21 [ 22NN

1-16 [d3

51+ [T
36-50 59
22-35 2
17-21 [N

1162 | | | | |

20 40 60 80 100

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

COMPARISONS OF COMPARISONS OF
PWC FATALITIES PWC INJURIES

13%

PWC Fatalities

39%

PWC Injuries

61%
o

87% O Vessel
Other Vessels

O PWC Fatalities - 7 [ Other Vessels - 47 B PWC Injuries - 149 [ Other Vessel - 237
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Contusions
Laceration
Back injury
Head injury
Dislocations
Teeth and Jaw
Sprain/Strain
Broken Bone(s)
Internal injuries

Other

PRIMARY INJURY

27 B

27 |

47

0 10

20 30 40 50

168 ACCIDENTS RESULTING IN 149 INJURIES - 7 FATALITIES

PWC FATALITIES (2002-2008)

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

1 |

11 :|

16
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PRIMARY CAUSE ASSESSED BY REVIEWING AUTHORITY

Weather []1
No proper look-out 26 |
Operator inattention | 23 |
Careless/inattention 43

Sharp turn [11

Machinery failure [11

Reckless operation |- 25
Operator inexperience | 17 |
Other [1]2
Excessive speed 19

Alcohol use [47]
Off throttle steering-jet | 5

Equipment failure (below) |1 | | | |

0 10 20 30 40
168 ACCIDENTS INVOLVING PWCS

INVESTIGATING AGENCY

21%
Sheriff

5%

Police

O rwe - 124 [ sheriff - 35

- Police - 9





