
STATE OF FLORIDA 
FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 
Order No. EO 12-03    Gag Grouper Recreational 

Harvest Season in state waters of 
Taylor, Jefferson, Wakulla, and 
Franklin counties in the Gulf of 
Mexico  

 
The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission of the State of Florida, acting 
under the authority of Article IV, Section 9, of the Florida Constitution, and acting 
through its Executive Director under Delegations of Authority Paragraph 17 and 
Paragraph 22, hereby permits the recreational harvest of gag grouper in state 
waters offshore of Taylor, Jefferson, Wakulla, and Franklin counties in the Gulf of 
Mexico during April, May and June 2012. This action is taken to provide 
recreational gag grouper harvest opportunities to anglers in this region.  This action 
is authorized only as follows:  

 
1. The 2012 recreational harvest season for gag grouper in the following area 

shall begin at 12:01 A.M. on April 1, 2012 and end at 11:59 P.M. on June 30, 
2012: 
 
All state waters offshore of Taylor, Jefferson, Wakulla, and Franklin 
counties; and including all waters of the Steinhatchee River, Apalachicola 
Bay, and Indian Pass.  This area is further described: 
 
Commencing at the edge of the Gulf of Mexico at Indian Pass at 85 degrees 
13.76 minutes west longitude and 29 degrees 40.71 minutes north latitude; 
thence in a southerly direction to the limit of state jurisdictional waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico at 85 degrees 13.71 minutes west longitude and 29 degrees 
30.32 minutes north latitude; thence in an easterly direction along the 
southern limit of state jurisdictional waters to the southeast corner of the 
closed area at 83 degrees 34.52 minutes west longitude and 29 degrees 31.62 
minutes north latitude; thence in a northeasterly direction along the Taylor-
Dixie county waters boundary to the opening of the Steinhatchee River, thence 
in a northeasterly direction to the eastern shore at the mouth of the 
Steinhatchee River at 83 degrees 24.53 minutes west longitude and 29 degrees 
40.03 minutes north latitude and including all waters of the Steinhatchee 
River.       
 

2. Any gag grouper harvested pursuant to this executive order shall only be 
landed within the area described above.  During April, May and June, the  
possession while in or on the waters of the state of gag grouper outside the 



open area specified above is prohibited.  During April, May and June, the 
landing of gag grouper outside the open area specified above is prohibited. 
 

3. Recreational harvest of gag grouper in the area described above is prohibited 
July 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012.  

 
4. All other provisions governing harvest of gag grouper in Florida remain in 

effect.  
 

5. This order shall take effect upon execution, and shall expire at 12:01 a.m., 
January 1, 2013.  

 
Specific Authority:  Article IV, Section 9, Florida Constitution  
 
Law Implemented:  Article IV, Section 9, Florida Constitution and 120.81(5), Florida 

Statutes  
 
Effective Date:  Upon execution  
 
Given under my hand and seal of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission on this _26th
 

____day of March, 2012.  

___________________________________  
Nick Wiley  

Executive Director  
 
 

Attest _______________________________ 
Agency Clerk 
 


