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Indian River Lagoon Seagrass Nursery Network 

Project Description  
While separate water quality 
improvement projects are 
underway in the Indian River 
Lagoon (IRL), the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) supports the 
cultivation of seagrass to build 
capacity for donor material and 
kickstart habitat restoration 
efforts once IRL water quality 

conditions supporting seagrass growth have improved. Due 
to the extensive loss of seagrass habitat across the entire 
IRL, there are insufficient seagrass resources from this area 
to use as donor material to complete successful large-scale 
planting and recovery efforts.
This project will expand the existing seagrass nurseries 
located at Florida Atlantic University’s Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institute and Florida Oceanographic Society 
in the southern end of the IRL. Multiple nursery locations will 
build capacity for restoration and help ensure that seagrass 
from different parts of the IRL can be cultivated and out-
planted locally, preserving genetic diversity.  This project 
partially supports the IRL National Estuary Program’s vision 
to create a lagoon-wide network for restoration, research 
and education that supports communities, tourism and the 
regional economy.

Project Benefits
· Cultivate donor material for future seagrass restoration
   projects 

· Protect regional genetic diversity of seagrasses

· Grow forage for out-planting

· Prepare for large-scale restoration in areas known to
   historically contain seagrass

· Reduce pressure on remaining seagrass beds

Project Size:  

Expansion of HBOI nursery tank capacity, providing two 
seagrass harvests per year

Turtle Grass - Thalassia testudinum. FWC photo by Alicia Wellman.

One acre of seagrass can support 40,000 fish and 50,000,000 
invertebrates. FWC photo by Alicia Wellman.

Done in partnership with:

· Florida Atlantic University/Harbor Branch 
   Oceanographic Institute 

· Florida Oceanographic Society

· Florida Power & Light
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