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Project Description  
The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) 
is joining the City of Satellite 
Beach in their efforts to expand 
the restoration of Samsons 
Island Nature Park, located 
along the Indian River Lagoon 
(IRL) in Brevard County, to 
include the adjacent submerged 
lands. This project will provide 

conditions for natural recruitment of additional seagrass 
and improve foraging habitat for manatees and other wildlife 
using the IRL.  
The initial phase of submerged lands restoration included 
a one-acre mosaic of seagrass, oyster and clam habitat, 
using a variety of materials and techniques. This first phase 
was funded by the IRL National Estuary Program in 2019 
and completed by the City and its multiple partners in spring 
2021. The City also recently received funding from the 
Brevard County Tourist Development Council for a second 
phase of this project, which provides for an additional acre 
of submerged lands restoration at the northern end of the 
island and supports public outreach and education efforts.  
Monitoring of the initial two phases will help determine 
the most appropriate techniques for this third phase, a 
larger-scale project intended to restore up to ten acres of 
manatee habitat and support future restoration efforts 
adjacent to Samsons Island. The FWC will work with partners 
to implement the planning, engineering and design, and 
permitting for this larger project after which construction may 
be conducted.

Project Benefits
· Enhance natural filtration of estuary waters in the central IRL 

· Increase cover of seagrass along stabilized shorelines

· Improve water quality

· Improve conditions for seagrass recovery

· Provide forage for manatees

Project Size:  

Up to 10 acres of submerged aquatic vegetation and 
shellfish habitat

Photo: City of Satellite Beach

Volunteers lay down seagrass mats at Samsons Island. 
Photo: City of Satellite Beach

Done in partnership with:

· City of Satellite Beach

· Brevard County
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