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Living Shoreline and Oyster Reef Restoration

in Mosquito Lagoon

Project Description

The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC)
will support restoration of 30
oyster reefs and stabilization
of 5,000 linear feet of eroding
shoreline within Canaveral
National Seashore. The project
will include planting seagrass
along 2,500 feet of shoreline
where conditions are favorable
for seagrass recovery. The combination of enhanced
shoreline, seagrass and oyster reefs will ensure a healthy
mosaic of estuarine habitats and increased forage for
manatees and other fish and wildlife.

Mosquito Lagoon, the northern section of the Indian River
Lagoon (IRL), is experiencing significant loss of shoreline,
seagrass and oyster reefs. Excessive nutrients in the estuary
are causing algal blooms and other water quality issues,
which have resulted in dramatic habitat loss in Mosquito
Lagoon. Boat wakes and impacts of climate change such as
sea level rise, changes in rainfall patterns, and increased
storm activity are also contributing to the loss of estuarine
habitats in the region. Oyster reef and shoreline restoration
efforts in Mosquito Lagoon have proven successful over
the past 10 years and increase the resilience of natural
systems. This project will build upon successful techniques
to stabilize shorelines, plant seagrass and restore degraded
oyster reefs.

Project Benefits

= Increase resilience of oyster and mangrove ecosystems in
Mosquito Lagoon

= I[ncrease cover of seagrass along stabilized shorelines
= Increase cover of native shoreline plants

= Reduce erosion along ecologically and culturally significant
areas

= Improve water quality
= I[mprove conditions for seagrass recovery
= Provide forage for manatees and other wildlife

Project Size:

1.25 acres of shoreline; 0.13 acre of oyster reef; 0.17 acre
seagrass
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Volunteers have planted native marsh plants at the Mosquito Lagoon.

FWC photo by Greg Workman.

Done in partnership with:

)

= Canaveral National Seashore, National Park
Service

= Florida Department of Environmental Protection
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Aquatic Habitat Conservation and Restoration manages, enhances, and preserves aquatic habitat in Florida for the benefit of wildlife,

aquatic life and the people of Florida. For more information, please email AskMyFWC@myfwc.com.
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