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Hard Clam Populations in the Indian River Lagoon

Restoration Project

Project Description
% Hard clams have historically
' \ been significant contributors
“* to water quality that supports
seagrass in the Indian River
S Lagoon (IRL). As filter feeders,
\%7‘ clams can reduce turbidity
vy from algae and remove organic
: nutrients from the water column.
Overfishing and environmental
degradation have led to the
collapse of native clam populations in the IRL. Recent
environmental stressors such as algal blooms and low
oxygen conditions have left only the hardiest, most stress-
resistant, filter-feeding bivalves in the IRL. By breeding
surviving IRL clams, raising the offspring in nurseries, then
out-planting the young shellfish, project partners will help
restore native clam populations to the Lagoon. The resulting
increased biofiltration will improve water quality and clarity Clams are dispersed on a protected lease area for restoration. FWC photo.
for large scale recovery of seagrasses throughout the IRL.
While several million clams have already been returned to
the Northern IRL, this project will expand those efforts both
in magnitude and spatial extent by increasing locations in
the IRL.

This project aims to out-plant 8 million clams from native i a
brood stock, coupled with 1,000 seagrass mats to multiple .
locations within the IRL.

Project Benefits

= I[mprove habitat conditions for system-scale seagrass
recovery

= Increase biofiltration capacity in the IRL

= Reduce turbidity

= Improve water quality

= Restore native clam populations in areas where seagrass

-

has declined
- - § " s L i
Project SIze: \}olun;ers assist with clam outplanting in Breva}d County. UF Whitney
6 acres of clam bed habitat Laboratory photo.

Done in partnership with:

= University of Florida Whitney Laboratory for
Marine Biosciences

® Florida Oceanographic Society

® Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program
= St. Johns River Water Management District

® Florida Department of Environmental Protection
= Ducks Unlimited

= Coastal Conservation Association

Hard clams are native filter feeders in the IRL. UF Whitney Laboratory photo. MyFwc.com | ™ Addictive Fishing Television
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Aquatic Habitat Conservation and Restoration manages, enhances, and preserves aquatic habitat in Florida for the benefit of wildlife,

aquatic life and the people of Florida. For more information, please email AskMyFWC@myfwc.com.
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