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Snook in Florida

= Snook is one of Florida’s premiere and iconic fisheries
= Once concentrated in south Florida
s Now regular catches in Big Bend and northeast Florida
= Popular fishery
= Third most targeted species on Gulf and Atlantic coasts
o Primarily catch-and-release
= High interest in snook management and research
= Managed since the mid-1950s
= Long-term research ongoing since 1970s




Florida’s Snook Management

= 2 stocks managed separately
= Recreational-only fishery
= Snook stamp (permit) required for most harvest
= High management target: 40% SPR

s Double what is sustainable

= Managing for abundance

= Provides a buffer for catastrophic events

= Harvest suspension in response to discrete
environmental events
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Snook Stamp

» 1989: Legislature created the snook stamp

» |f required to have a fishing license, must have
a stamp to retain a snook

= Even with no-cost shoreline license
= Other exemptions apply

* Funds generated by stamp solely for programs
that benefit snook

= Funded some of the work presented today
$10 fee
= Was $2 prior to July 2010




Recreational Licenses and Snook Stamp Sales

Saltwater Licenses =——=Snook Stamps
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Spawning Potential Ratio (SPR)

Spawning Biomass Fished
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Current Snook Regulations

Statewide
= Allowable gear: Hook and line

= Bag limit: 1 fish per harvester per day;
zero captain and crew on for-hire

= Snook permit required, with exception
= No commercial harvest

Gulf
= Slot limit: 28-33 inches TL
= Open seasons: March 1 — April 30 and Sept. 1 — Nov. 30

Atlantic
= Slot limit: 28-32 inches TL
PSSy = Open seasons: Feb. 1 — May 31 and Sept. 1 — Dec. 14




Regulations Rationale

= Managed for abundance
s Provides a buffer against catastrophic events
= Allowable gear
= Minimizes unwanted impacts
Size and bag limits
= Allow fish to reach spawning size
= Season closures conserve snook when vulnerable
= Winter cold fronts
= Spawning months
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Angler Experience Varies

= Above management targets for each coast, however:
= Desires for fishery are not uniform
= Quiality of individual fishing experiences can vary

= Localized water quality and habitat health
may impact local abundance and quality
of snook fishing




What Makes Management Successtul

= Stamp sales
Y
s Funds research that informs management decisions

= Regulations promote resiliency
= Population has overcome catastrophic events

= Passionate anglers
= Positive attitude and cooperation

= Best handling practices
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Thank you for your partnership!






The following slides are considered backup
material and are not anticipated to be part of
the actual presentation




Snook Management Regions
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Snook Management Regions

| Atlantic Region

| Gulf Region

Everglades National Park
---- Florida Waters Boundary




Southwest Florida
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