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BACKGROUND 
      Mosaic Fish Management Area (MFMA) is located about 2 

miles south of Fort Meade, Florida.  It consists of high-quality 

reclaimed lakes and several mine-pit lakes.  They were created on 

phosphate-rich lands, mined from 1979 to 1992. 

      Though the lakes are still privately owned, Mosaic Fertilizer, 

LLC has entered into a cooperative venture with the Florida Fish 

and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) to make these recre-

ational resources available to local residents and area visitors.  

With proper management, mining-produced lakes can support 

desirable sportfisheries, which will provide challenging new fishing 

opportunities for Polk and Hardee Counties. 

       In conjunction with Mosaic, FWC is developing a fish manage-

ment plan designed to bring high-quality fishing success to MFMA 

anglers.  With the benefit of enjoying this unique fishing experi-

ence comes the expectation that all visitors will conduct them-

selves in accordance with the rules and regulations of the MFMA.  

The continuance of the agreement with Mosaic rests on courteous 

and responsible use of these lakes. 

     Due caution should be exercised by all participants in this pro-

gram while traversing and fishing on mined property.  Accessibility 

to several sites is dependent upon weather conditions, and care 

should be taken to stay on marked roadways at all times.  Fishing 

rules and quotas have been established for each lake and will be 

enforced to enhance the enjoyment of all.  The popular “catch-

and-release” practice will apply to most bass fishing.  This will 

ensure continued support and success for those visitors wishing to 

try their hand at trophy fishing. 

ANGLER SUPPORT 

    Success of the MFMA fishing program depends highly on the 

support of our sportsmen.  Compliance with fishing regulations is 

essential to properly manage game fish populations.  Every MFMA 

angler has a personal obligation to help perpetuate good fishing 

opportunities.  

    Project biologists also need cooperation from anglers in accu-

rately recording catch information on any provided Creel Sheets.  

Creel data reflect how fish populations respond to regulations, 

other management strategies and fishing pressure.  Data also help 

indicate problems or undesirable trends that need to be corrected.  

Please help by providing complete and honest information when 

filling out Creel Sheets. 

FUTURE DIRECTION AT MOSAIC’S FMA 

     Mosaic’s intention is to continue to manage its private property 

and invest in its local community.  By offering this   

opportunity to the public, Mosaic hopes that its neighbors will be 

able to benefit from some of the excellent reclamation efforts of 

Mosaic’s staff.  Eventually, more lakes may be added to those al-

ready open to provide more and better fishing opportunities. 

DAYS AND TIMES 

     The Mosaic Fish Management Area is open to the public Friday 

through Monday, except for major holidays.  All anglers must check 

IN AND OUT at the MFMA Check Station.  Anglers may check-in 

from 6AM until noon, and must check-out promptly by 2PM.  

LAKES 

     Fishing is permitted in designated lakes only (see map on reverse 

side).  Any of these designated lakes may be temporarily closed to 

the public for management purposes or in the event that access is 

either impaired or hazardous.  Lake closures are identified in a peri-

odically-updated, MFMA Regulations hand-out provided at the Check 

Station.  All other lakes on Mosaic property that are not designated 

as part of the MFMA are closed to public fishing. 

FACILITIES 

1. Portable toilets are available.  Locations are identified in the 

MFMA Regulations hand-out. 

2. No picnic facilities or shelters are available.  

3. Access roads are unpaved and may become rutted or muddy 

during the rainy season.  Use due care as no towing service is 

provided.  Emergency phone numbers are provided at the 

Check Station.  Four-wheel drive vehicles are recommended, 

especially during the rainy season. 

4. Ramps are primitive and may not accommodate large boats.  

Small, light-weight boats are recommended. 

GENERAL RULES 

1. Guns are prohibited. 

2. Motor vehicles may be operated only on designated access 

roads, parking areas and boat ramps. 

3. No person shall park any vehicle in a manner that obstructs a 

road, boat ramp, gate or fire lane. 

4. Swimming and wading are prohibited. 

5. All boats must have valid registration according to Florida law. 

6. No person shall operate any boat propelled by an inter-

nal combustion engine of more than 10 horsepower. 

7. Pets are not allowed. 
 
8. Dispose of all trash in the containers provided.  Deliberate  

littering or vandalism of Mosaic property is subject to ticketing. 
 
9. Visitors shall not feed, harass or harm any of the MFMA’s 

abundant wildlife. 
 
10. Visitors shall not cut or remove any vegetation.  Cleared bank 

fishing sites are provided. 
 
11. Open fires are prohibited. 
 
12. Possession of alcoholic beverages is prohibited. 

GENERAL FISHING REGULATIONS 

1. All anglers, except those exempt under Florida Statute 

379.353, must have a VALID freshwater fishing license. 

2. Fishing is allowed only by a Daily Fishing Permit issued at the 

MFMA Check Station.  All anglers must check-in at the Station 

and obtain a permit in exchange for their valid fishing license 

(or, for exempt anglers, a completed identification form).  At 

check-out, anglers must return their Daily Fishing Permit to 

recover their fishing license or identification form.  The custodi-

an may also require anglers to submit a completed Creel Sheet 

upon check-out.  Failure to comply with check-out procedures 

may compromise an angler’s subsequent fishing privileges at 

the MFMA. 

3. Anglers must have and visibly display the MFMA Daily Fishing 
Permit at all times while fishing. 

 
4. Fish may not be filleted, nor their head or tail fins removed, 

until the angler has completed fishing for the day.  An angler 

has completed fishing for the day only after he or she has 

checked-out at the MFMA Check Station and left Mosaic 

property. 

5. Fishing from belly boats or float tubes is prohibited. 

6. The use of cast nets, minnow seines, fish traps, trotlines, set-
lines, bush hooks or gill-nets is prohibited at the MFMA unless 
authorized and permitted by FWC. 

 
7. Commercial fishing within the MFMA is prohibited unless au-

thorized by permit. 
 
8.    Sunshine bass bag limit: 6 per day. 

9. Speckled perch (black crappie) bag limit: 10 per day.  Size-       

limit: 10 inches minimum. 

10. Channel catfish bag limit: 6 per day. 

CHECK-IN CHECK-OUT PROCEDURES 

Each MFMA lake has a quota of Daily Fishing Permits 

that are issued strictly on a first-come, first-served basis at 

the MFMA Check Station.  The Station opens at 6 a.m.  All 

anglers are required to register prior to fishing, and each 

must leave his/her fishing license (or completed identifica-

tion form) with the custodian.  A Daily Fishing Permit for the 

angler’s lake of choice will then be issued with a MFMA 

Regulations hand-out and Creel Sheet (or lake map).  The 

permit is valid for the specified lake only.  Should an angler 

wish to change lakes, he or she must return to the Check 

Station and re-register before noon.  Such re-registration 

requests, like the initial registration, are subject to availabil-

ity according to the desired lake’s angler quota. 

While fishing, anglers must comply with all regulations 

and fill out any Creel Sheet supplied by the custodian com-

pletely and accurately.  They must also have in their posses-

sion and visibly display the Daily Fishing Permit at all times 

while fishing. 

Anglers must check-out at the MFMA Check Station by 2 

PM.  Licenses will be returned by the custodian in exchange 

for the angler’s Daily Fishing Permit and completed Creel 

Sheet.  A list of anglers who fail to properly check-out will be 

maintained by the custodian and may be used to deny fu-

ture fishing requests. 

 

Regulations not included in this Brochure or specified 

in the MFMA Regulations hand-out are listed under Flori-

da’s general fishing regulations.  The MFMA is actively 

patrolled by FWC officers and Mosaic security personnel to 

ensure compliance with all Rules and Regulations. 

 

FROM YOUR HOST 

      Mosaic Fertilizer, LLC hopes this will be a rewarding 

experience.  Research at other fish management areas will 

be directly applied here to ensure utilization of the best 

sportfish management options and to meet the high expec-

tations of the fishing community.  Many challenges remain; 

but, with continued support from our anglers, the best is yet 

 

Thanks for fishing with us, and . . . . GOOD LUCK! 
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