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A Rich History

The story of Aucilla Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) is one of karst geology,
two very different rivers and

- bountiful resources. You will

see breathtaking springs and
beautiful rivers, and marvel as
water does its vanishing act
into subsurface caverns and
pops up again in a string
of pools. Interlacing
it all are vast
stands of pine
flatwoods
sprinkled with
wildflowers and
hardwood swamps
teeming with wildlife.

Museum of Florida History

For thousands of years Native Americans
hunted, fished and lived here without
adversely affecting water quality or the
natural productivity of the rivers and
surrounding lands. Just south of the WMA
on the Aucilla River, archaeologists recovered
a 12,200-year-old, 7.5-foot mastodon tusk
with cut marks at the base of the skull. These
marks indicate that the tusk was removed

by humans, establishing Aucilla as one of the
earliest sites of human habitation in North
America.

When Europeans first settled the area there
were no reliable roads or railroads, so they
searched for a waterway to the Gulf of Mexico
to transport their cotton and other products
to markets in Europe and the eastern U.S.
The Aucilla and Wacissa rivers seemed likely
candidates, but the Wacissa didn’t flow to the

What You Can Do

Indulge your passion for adventure at
Aucilla Wildlife Management Area. Crystal-
clear springs, meandering rivers and trails,
sinkholes and limestone outcrops, flatwoods
and hardwood forests, all create a scenic
backdrop for a range of outdoor pursuits.
Everyone from hunters and anglers to
paddlers, hikers and birdwatchers value
Aucilla’s habitats and wildlife. Come explore!

Planning Your Visit

There is something to do year-round at
Aucilla, but your favorite time of year may be
the spring turkey hunting season or the fall
display of colorful leaves along a hiking trail.
Find all the information you need to plan your
trip by visiting MyFWC.com/Recreation.
Note that hunts occur on scheduled days, in
specific areas. Wear bright orange clothing

if you use trails during a hunt. Planning a
picnic? Share your snacks with friends, not
wildlife. Animals accustomed to human food
can become dangerous.

Wildlife Viewing

The sounds of civilization fade quickly

as you enter the natural world of Aucilla
Wildlife Management Area (WMA). Bring
your camera and binoculars to this premier
Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail site
(Floridabirdingtrail.com). Along the rivers
you may see hawks and swallow-tailed kites
hunting from above and an amazing array

of wading birds fishing the shallows. Watch
for kingfishers perched on slender branches
and otters at play. Listen for limpkins or
prothonotary warblers and look for alligators,
mud turtles and Florida cottonmouth snakes
sunning on logs and muddy banks.

Gulf. It flowed into the Aucilla, which then
plunged underground several times before
entering the Gulf.

Local plantations provided slaves to deepen

a shallow natural channel connecting the

two rivers, but it was never finished. Today,
the Slave Canal bypasses over 30 beautiful
sinkholes along the underground portion of
the river and enters the Aucilla below Nuttall
Rise. Rock piles along the banks remind us of
the slaves’ grueling work.

Aucilla’s dense swamps also played a
prominent role in the Seminole wars. Under
U.S. attack at Lake Miccosukee, Indians
retreated here and engaged in guerrilla
warfare. Finding refuge first in the Aucilla
swamps, the Seminoles escaped farther south
undefeated, and eventually made their way to
the Everglades. Over 1,500 warriors inflicted
heavy casualties on the American Army and
cost the nation more than 40 million dollars.

Bradshaw

Paddling
This beautiful landscape lies between two of

Florida’s most scenic and undeveloped rivers,
the Wacissa and the Aucilla. Both are state

designated paddling trails and Outstanding
Florida Waters.

The Wacissa’s clear, spring-fed water is perfect
for swimming, snorkeling and good views of
mullet, bass, bream, gar and mudfish. Egrets
and herons commonly glide across your path.
Paddlers may encounter fallen trees and thick
mats of vegetation in the river. One popular but
challenging route goes from Goose Pasture on the
Wacissa, through the Slave Canal, to a takeout
at Nuttall Rise on the Aucilla. Downed trees can
make this five-mile trip a true adventure.

Shortly after the Civil War, forest land sold

at public auction for as little as $1.25 an

acre. Longleaf pines were first tapped for
turpentine, then sawmill towns sprang up to
cut giant bald cypress, ancient hardwoods and
virgin stands of longleaf. The Live Oak Perry
& Gulf Railroad linked mill towns to bring in
supplies and take out timber. Most roads in
the WMA were once trams for rail spur lines.
By the early 20th century all the giants were
gone and the land sold to paper companies who
replanted with fast-growing pine plantations,
which today are undergoing restoration.

Old growth cypress stump

The Aucilla offers paddlers a challenge with its
many shallows and rock-filled shoals. Because it
occasionally vanishes into subsurface caverns,
the river is not navigable through the WMA.

Hiking and Bicycling

Lace up hiking boots or pedal off-road bikes for

a relaxing and peaceful adventure. The Florida
National Scenic Trail (FNST) traverses a portion
of the WMA; visit apalachee.floridatrail.org
for details. Bike or hike on rustic roads and enjoy
pine flatwoods and forested wetlands. Expect to
see wildflowers and birds as well as glimpses of
deer, turkeys or the occasional snake. Look for
black bear signs such as tracks or claw marks
about five to seven feet high on trees that face
the trail.

Camping

Camping is allowed along the Wacissa River at
the Goose Pasture campground (closed during
general gun season); obtain permits at the onsite
kiosk. Primitive camping is available along the
Aucilla River; contact Suwannee River Water
Management District (recreation@srwmd.org) for
permits. Through hikers on the FNST may camp
without a permit at designated sites along the
trail.

Reminders of the magnificent virgin forest that
stood here can be seen in the five- to six-foot
stumps throughout the swamps.

From the end of the Civil War until the turn of
the century, cattle ranching was North Florida’s
largest industry. Up until the 1950s, ranchers
branded their cattle and let them run free.
Fence laws were passed in the 1930s, but the
laws exempted property south of US Highway
27. During winter, cattle grazed along the
rivers down to Western Sloughs. By spring,
insects drove them back to the hills north of the
current management area. One thing hasn’t
changed here, insects are still bad in warm
weather. Bring a good insect repellent and wear
protective clothing.

Florida State Archives

Fishing
Anglers fish Western Sloughs and the Wacissa
and Aucilla rivers year-round for bluegill, catfish

and largemouth bass. Several roadside benches
accommodate bank fishing at Western Sloughs.

Hunting

The diverse habitats on the WMA support

good populations of deer, turkey, small game,
waterfowl and wild hogs. Seasonal hunts occur
throughout the area between September and
April. Restoration of uplands and wetlands will
improve the habitat for many game species.
Visit MyFWC.com/Hunting for a hunt map or
regulation summary.

Need a hunting or fishing license

Toll-free (888) HUNT-FLORIDA (486-8356)
or (888) FISH-FLORIDA (347-4356), or go to
MyFWC.com/License

Area lodging, camping and restaurants

Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce
(850) 997-5552; monticellojeffersonfl.com

Suwannee River Water Management District
(386) 362-1001; www.srwmd.state.fl.us

Taylor County Chamber of Commerce
(850) 584-5366; taylorcountychamber.com
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How to get to Aucilla

From Tallahassee take US 27 south to SR 59.
Turn right on SR 59 and drive about 10 miles
through Wacissa, following SR 59 as it takes

a hard right. (If you continue straight you

will reach the Wacissa River Landing.) Two
entrances are located on the left side of SR 59,
at Grade 25 and Grade 17. To reach Western
Sloughs, continue on SR 59 to US 98 and turn
left. Entrance is about 3.7 miles on the left. To
reach the Thomas City Road entrance, from SR
59 turn left onto County Rd. 259, go about 1 mile
to a steep curve, veer right onto Thomas City
Road; entrance is about 2.6 miles on the right.

What it costs to visit

No entrance fee is required. To hunt or fish you
must possess the appropriate license and permit.

Want to know more?
MyFWC.com/Recreation
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Restoring the Land and Water

Bringing Back the Pine Forests

Historically, the upland plant communities
of the Aucilla Wildlife Management Area
were primarily pine flatwoods with some
prairie habitat. These communities were
much more open and grassy than what

you see here today and supported more
abundant and diverse wildlife. When the
native forests were cut during the last
century, they were replanted with fast-
growing slash and loblolly pines. The dense
pine canopy and decades of fire suppression
created a tall, shrubby understory.

Today, Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission biologists

are restoring the natural vegetative
communities and enhancing wildlife
habitat by thinning the slash and loblolly
pines and using prescribed burns to remove
dense titi underbrush. With a more open
forest, they will begin to reintroduce
longleaf pine and native grasses such as
wiregrass, which thrive on a frequent
natural fire cycle.

Restoring Water Flow

Floodplain swamps provide natural filtering
and regulation of water flowing back into
the rivers. Extensive ditching associated
with road building and pine planting
altered the hydrology of the WMA.

Today, culverts and low-water crossings

are used along the existing road system to
reconnect natural flow patterns while still
providing good public access. With this
restoration a more natural wet and dry
cycle is returning to the land. Coupled with
active management on uplands, particularly
controlled burns, these changes will result
in better foraging, cover and breeding
opportunities for a wide variety of wildlife.


https://myfwc.com/license/
https://myfwc.com/hunting/
http://monticellojeffersonfl.com/
https://www.srwmd.state.fl.us
http://taylorcountychamber.com/
https://myfwc.com/recreation/
https://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://apalachee.floridatrail.org/
mailto:recreation@srwmd.org
https://myfwc.com/recreation/
https://MyFWC.com
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