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This report represents some events the FWC handled over the last week; 

however, it does not include all actions taken by the Division of Law Enforcement. 
 
 
NORTHWEST REGION 
 
CASES 
 
OKALOOSA COUNTY 
 
Officers Brown, McVaney and Hahr were on water patrol conducting resource and 
boating safety inspections. While checking a fisherman they observed a white rope tied 
to the dock leading into the water. When the fisherman removed the rope from the 
water, an oversized red drum was attached. The officers released the red drum back 
into the water and issued a notice to appear citation to the individual. 
 
Officers Brown and Hahr were on water patrol in the Destin Harbor when they observed 
a kayak with fishing gear onboard. The officers conducted a resource inspection and 
located an undersized red drum. The officers issued the individual a notice to appear 
citation. 
 
Officer McVaney and Lieutenant Bartlett were on water patrol in the Destin Harbor when 
they observed a vessel underway with an infant onboard that was not wearing a 
personal flotation device (PFD). The officers approached the vessel to conduct a 
boating safety inspection. During the vessel stop several signs of impairment were 
displayed by the operator. Standardized field sobriety tasks (SFST) were conducted and 
the operator was arrested for boating under the influence and booked into the Okaloosa 
County Jail. 
 
Officer Maltais presented a fisheries brief to the Bluewater Bay Marina kid’s fishing 
academy. The fishing academy was started by a local charter captain to teach young 
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anglers the importance of protecting the environment and preserving the local fishery 
through stewardship. Twelve students, ranging in ages seven to twelve, and six adults 
were in attendance. 
 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY 
 
Officer Ramos discovered evidence that the illegal harvest of Saw Palmetto Berries was 
occurring on several Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) in Santa Rosa county. With the 
assistance of Pilot Tolbert, Lieutenant Berryman, and Officers Jackson, Lewis and Lugg 
the team apprehended 11 suspects whom had illegally harvested nearly 1,300 pounds 
of berries. The suspects were trespassed from the WMAs and issued over 50 citations 
and warnings for the illegal activity. The berries were returned to the lead managing 
agency of the WMA. 
 
Officer Mullins located a junked jet ski which had been illegally dumped at Quintette 
boat ramp on the Escambia River. Through the course of an investigation, potential 
suspects were identified, and it was discovered that the jet ski had been sitting in two of 
the suspects front yard for well over a year. The officer spoke with numerous witnesses 
and obtained a confession from the subjects for dumping the jet ski. Officer Mullins filed 
several misdemeanor charges for illegal dumping. 
 
WALTON COUNTY 
 
While patrolling Choctawhatchee Bay, Officer Letcher observed a subject carrying a 
cooler while returning to his vehicle from fishing. The subject stated the cooler 
contained fish. The officer proceeded to conduct a fishery inspection, which revealed 
two undersized redfish. The subject was cited accordingly.  
 
Officer Graves was patrolling Point Washington Wildlife Management Area (WMA) 
when he observed a vehicle on a posted closed road. When the driver observed Officer 
Graves presence, he fled the area. Officer Graves shared the description of the vehicle 
with Lieutenant Hollinhead, but the officers were unable to locate the vehicle in the area. 
A few days later, Lieutenant Hollinhead was patrolling the WMA on another posted 
closed road when he observed a vehicle matching the description Officer Graves had 
provided. The driver had once again drove around a closed road sign. When the driver 
observed Lieutenant Hollinhead’s marked vehicle he fled the area. Lieutenant 
Hollinhead observed the vehicle traveling on the main highway and a traffic stop was 
conducted. Officer Graves responded to the location and determined the driver was the 
same subject who had fled the area two days prior. The driver was charged with 
multiple driving infractions and multiple WMA violations. He was also trespassed from 
the WMA property at the request of the Division of Forestry. 
 
 
NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
 
CASES 
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DUVAL COUNTY 
 
Officer Lemaster was contacted by the staff of Cary State Forest in reference to an 
illegal dump site. The officer was able to locate a suspect and obtained a confession. A 
citation was issued, and the suspect cleaned up the entire dump site. 
 
SENTINEL 
 
While on a federal fisheries patrol aboard the Offshore Patrol Vessel Sentinel, Officers 
Geib, Read and Lieutenant Givens stopped a chartered fishing vessel approximately 18 
miles east of the St. Johns River. Officer Geib boarded to conduct an inspection and 
found the captain did not have the required permits available for inspection, did not 
possess sea turtle release gear, and possessed undersize black sea bass. A federal 
citation was issued. 
 
While on patrol aboard the Offshore Patrol Vessel Sentinel, Officers Geib, Read and Lt. 
Givens stopped a commercial shrimp vessel approximately four miles east of Nassau 
Sound. Officer Geib and Read boarded the vessel to conduct an inspection of the 
vessel’s federal permits, their catch, and to measure and inspect the turtle excluder 
devices which are required to be installed in each trawl. The officers discovered that 
one of the nets, which had a double-cover flap installed on the TED, was sewn together 
with three separate ties which prohibits the flap from opening as designed to allow a sea 
turtle to escape the net. A federal citation was issued for the violation. 
 
CITRUS COUNTY 
 
Officers Reid, Pietroburgo and Ulrich were conducting Joint Enforcement Agreement 
Mid-Range patrols off Citrus and Hernando Counties when they stopped a vessel just 
inside state waters for a marine fisheries inspection. They boarded the vessel to 
conduct an inspection and discovered eight legal spotted sea trout and eleven 
undersized spotted sea trout and one undersized black sea bass. The appropriate 
citations and warnings were issued. 
 
Officer Browning was on water patrol in Crystal River and observed the operator of a 
vessel violate the slow speed zone at the confluence of the Salt River. He stopped the 
vessel to address the violation and began a boating safety inspection. During the 
inspection, Officer Browning noted several signs of impairment and requested the 
operator perform standardized field sobriety tests. The operator was arrested for BUI 
and booked into the Citrus County Jail. 
 
TAYLOR COUNTY 
 
Officer Albritton received information of a subject that was trespassing on Four Rivers 
property. Officer Albritton arrived on scene and located the subject. The subject had a 
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backpack with several pieces of flint. He admitted to being on the property trying to find 
arrowheads. The subject was charged with trespassing. 
 
COLUMBIA COUNTY 
 
Senior Officer Johnston and Officer Specialist Bryan followed up on a previous case 
involving a subject illegally attempting to take an American alligator. The subject, who 
recorded his illegal actions on social media, declined to participate in a pre-trial 
intervention program offered to him by the court system. Therefore, a warrant was 
issued for his arrest. While following up on the case, the officers learned of the warrant 
and went to the subject’s residence. Contact was made and the subject was arrested 
without incident. 
 
Senior Officer Johnston and Officer Specialists McDonald and Yates worked together at 
the Osceola WMA in response to several complaints at the public shooting range. The 
complaints originated due to two subjects being observed on range property after legal 
hours, destroying property, loitering, prowling, and committing attempted burglaries. The 
officers began conducting surveillance at night from a concealed location and observed 
one of the subjects enter the range property after legal hours. The officers made contact 
and issued a citation for being on range property after legal hours, driving on a 
suspended driver license, and a trespass warning. 
 
Senior Officer Johnston and Lieutenant Farmer, with assistance from the FWC Intel 
section, identified the primary suspect in multiple criminal acts conducted at the Osceola 
public shooting range. Several surveillance cameras positioned around the shooting 
range captured the suspect on multiple occasions on range property after legal hours. 
The most recent video showed the subject on range property after legal hours loitering, 
prowling and attempting to burglarize a structure. Due to surveillance videos officers 
were able to obtain an arrest warrant. The suspect is still at large. 
 
ALACHUA COUNTY 
 
Officer Specialists Troiano and Reith were on water patrol on Lochloosa Lake when 
they observed an individual hunting for alligators. When they checked the hunter, they 
discovered the individual was hunting outside of their assigned hunting phase. 
Appropriate citations were issued. 
 
LEVY COUNTY 
 
While on patrol in Goethe State Forest, Officer Starling observed an individual operating 
an ATV illegally inside the area. Officer Starling attempted to contact the operator of the 
ATV, but the individual fled. Shortly thereafter, Officer Starling was informed by Levy 
County Sheriff’s Office personnel that the ATV had been reported stolen from Marion 
County. It was also revealed that the operator of the ATV had multiple arrest warrants 
regarding numerous vehicle thefts in Marion and Levy Counties. Levy County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies observed the stolen ATV being driven near Inglis and pursued the ATV 
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operator. The pursuit concluded near Gulf Hammock Wildlife Management Area where 
Officer Starling and personnel from the Levy County/Marion County Sheriff’s Office 
apprehended the suspect. The suspect was taken into custody and booked into the 
Levy County Jail on multiple felony/misdemeanor charges. 
 
While on patrol in Goethe State Forest, Officer Fox observed a vehicle parked on a 
closed road. Officer Fox observed two individuals near the vehicle with multiple bags 
attached to their waistbands. Officer Fox contacted the individuals and observed three 
large bags of saw palmetto berries located in the rear of the vehicle. Officer Fox seized 
the saw palmetto berries and issued the appropriate citations for the illegal harvest of 
saw palmetto berries from Goethe State Forest. 
 
 
NORTHEAST REGION 
 
CASES 
 
BREVARD COUNTY 
 
Lieutenants Davis and Lee along with Officers Balgo and Bohne boarded a charter 
vessel approximately 21 miles southeast of Port Canaveral. The charter was in 
possession of one greater amberjack and one king mackerel. The captain did not 
possess the required Federal Migratory and Snapper-Grouper Headboat Charter 
permits. Federal citations were issued to the captain. 
 
Officer Balgo was on foot patrol when he observed a vessel returning from offshore. A 
resource inspection located one undersized cobia and one undersized red snapper. 
Citations were issued accordingly. 
 
Officer Balgo observed an individual paddling a canoe to the shore. Officer Balgo 
identified several violations including: over the bag limit of sheepshead, possession of 
four undersized sheepshead, possession of snook out of season, possession of 
undersized snook, not possessing a valid fishing license or snook permit, and not 
possessing a sound producing device. Citations were issued accordingly. 
 
Officer Balgo observed a vessel with four occupants fishing. Officer Balgo observed one 
of the individuals harvesting a black drum that was over 24-inches. After interviews back 
at the boat ramp, the one individual admitted to harvesting over his bag limit of black 
drum. The individual was cited accordingly. 
 
Officer Balgo conducted a resource and safety inspection on a vessel and documented 
several violations including: possession of undersized sheepshead, operating an 
unregistered vessel, violating slow speed manatee zone, navigational lights not present, 
and not possessing a valid fishing license. Officer Balgo also located one goliath 
grouper located in the individual’s vehicle. The individual was cited accordingly. 
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Officers Balgo, Hallsten, and Kearney conducted a resource inspection on a vessel 
returning to Port Canaveral. The inspection located one undersized cobia and one 
undersized dolphin. Citations were issued accordingly. 
 
MARION COUNTY 
 
Officer Specialist Rice completed an in-depth investigation after receiving information 
related to a subject illegally harvesting wildlife within the Ocala Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) during the closed season. After conducting weeks of surveillance, Officer 
Rice was able to apprehend the subject while in possession of an illegally harvested 
deer. After completing interviews and examining digital evidence, Officer Rice charged 
the subject with three counts of taking deer during the closed season, two counts of 
illegal take of an alligator, illegal take of wildlife from the water management district 
lands, and possession of drug paraphernalia. 
 
Officer Hayes was patrolling the Ocala Wildlife Management Area (WMA) when a 
vehicle passed his location traveling at a high rate of speed. Officer Hayes conducted a 
traffic stop to speak with the operator concerning unsafe speed and the overall public 
safety hazard speed plays when navigating narrow roads. Upon speaking with the 
operator, a driver’s license check revealed the subject’s license was revoked and the 
subject had been cited multiple times prior for the same violation. The subject was 
arrested and transported to the county jail and charged with knowingly driving while 
license is revoked, third offense. 
 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY 
 
While watching fishermen at the Guana Dam, Officer Lawshe observed a subject catch 
a red drum and give it to another subject down the shoreline. The subject then caught 
another red drum which he put into his cooler. Officer Lawshe conducted a resource 
inspection and found that he had two red drum in his cooler, not including the one he 
gave to the other subject. In total the subject caught three red drumand was cited 
accordingly. 
 
Officer Greenier observed a subject using a cast net in a freshwater pond. Upon 
conducting a resource inspection, Officer Greenier found the subject in possession of 
five blue gill caught by a net. The fish were returned to the waters of the state and the 
subject was cited accordingly. 
 
PUTNAM COUNTY 
 
Officer Guirate received a call of possible out of season dog hunting. Officer Guirate 
arrived on the scene and located two subjects that were training deer dogs out of 
season. Both subjects were issued a notice to appear for the violation. 
 
Officer Bernard was on patrol and observed a suspicious vehicle in the area. There was 
no one around the vehicle so Officer Bernard began looking in the surrounding woods. 
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A short time later, he located two subjects harvesting palmetto berries without 
permission or a permit. Both subjects were issued a notice to appear for the violation. 
 
Officer Wester was conducting fisheries inspections when he located a subject without a 
fishing license. A check through the Florida Crime Information Center revealed the 
subject had an active felony warrant out of Marion County. The subject was arrested 
and transported to the county jail. 
 
FLAGLER COUNTY 
 
Officer Young organized a multi-agency Targeted Enforcement Action (TEA) with local 
officers and marine deputies from the Flagler County Sheriff’s Office for the last 
weekend of the 2020 seasonal manatee regulatory zones in the Intracoastal Waterway 
(ICW). Despite inclement weather over the course of the three-day detail, officers 
inspected 32 vessels operating in the county’s manatee zones and issued 23 written 
warnings and three Uniform Boating Citations for zone-related violations. 
 
 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
 
CASES  
 
HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
 
Officer Smith was on state land patrol in Placid Lakes when he observed a truck parked 
on the shoulder of the road. As Officer Smith approached the truck, he observed a 
subject walking from the tree-line carrying a red bucket containing saw palmetto berries. 
The subject did not have a valid permit to possess/harvest saw palmetto berries. The 
subject was issued a notice to appear for possession of saw palmetto berries without a 
valid permit and landowner permission. Approximately thirty pounds of berries were 
seized and returned to the resource. 
 
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 
While on land patrol, Officer Pettifer received a call about a charter captain allegedly 
landing a lemon shark, removing the head and dumping the carcass at a boat ramp. 
Officer Pettifer responded to the boat ramp and recovered a large lemon shark carcass 
with its head removed. Officer Pettifer identified the charter captain through the vessel’s 
registration which was given by the complainant. Officer Pettifer met with the charter 
captain and found him in possession of a lemon shark head. Officer Pettifer issued the 
individual a misdemeanor citation for possession of a prohibited species. 
 
LEE COUNTY 
 
Officer Garcia responded to the report of a vessel fire near Ft. Myers Beach. When she 
arrived on scene, she found a vessel fully engulfed in flames and the local fire 
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department actively trying to put the fire out. There were no injuries, but the vessel was 
completely burned and another vessel next to it was damaged as well. Fire investigators 
will be completing an investigation to determine the cause of the fire and an accident 
report will be completed. 
 
PASCO COUNTY 
 
A large contingent of FWC officers participated in the MADD Saturation Saturday to 
raise awareness about Boating Under the Influence (BUI). The officers conducted 
boating safety inspections on numerous vessels around the county to ensure 
compliance. Several boating safety decals were issued, as well as several warnings for 
various safety violations. During the inspections, Senior Officer Pulaski and Officer 
Petru arrested two vessel operators for BUI. 
 
PINELLAS COUNTY 
 
While on land patrol, Officer Conrad received a call from dispatch about two individuals 
catching and keeping out of season redfish. Officer Conrad and Lieutenant Bibeau 
responded to the call and located the individuals. Lieutenant Bibeau watched the 
individuals from a concealed location and observed the anglers repeatedly walking over 
to a stringer of fish hidden in the mangroves. Lieutenant Bibeau advised Officer Conrad 
that the individuals were preparing to leave the area and Officer Conrad moved in to 
conduct a fisheries inspection. The individuals were in possession of three oversized 
redfish. One of the individuals admitted to catching all three fish and was cited 
accordingly. 
 
POLK COUNTY 
 
Officer Adams was patrolling the Lake Wales Ridge State Forest where he observed 
fresh foot sign along a boundary fence line. The tracks led from a vehicle, which was 
parked on the opposite side of the fence. Shortly thereafter he up caught with two 
subjects who were picking palmetto berries. Both subjects were cited for harvesting 
palmetto berries and for entering the state forest at an undesignated location.  
 
 
SOUTH REGION A 
 
CASES 
 
BROWARD COUNTY 
 
Officer Harris was on land patrol when he checked a beach diver returning from a dive. 
The diver had lobster harvesting gear, and it was discovered that the diver had 
harvested twelve lobster. The diver received a criminal notice to appear for harvesting 
over the daily bag limit of lobster. The illegal lobster were seized as evidence. 
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Officers Seldomridge and Harris were on land patrol when they observed two beach 
divers returning from a dive. They both had pole spears and a resource inspection 
revealed that they had harvested spiny lobster by spearing. Spiny lobster cannot be 
harvesting using any device that punctures the shell. The divers each received a 
criminal notice to appear for harvesting lobster by illegal method. They also were issued 
citations for not having lobster permits. The illegal lobster were seized as evidence. 
 
While conducting water patrol Officer Nall observed a vessel with fishing equipment and 
conducted a marine fisheries inspection. Dispatch advised Officer Nall that subject had 
been stopped earlier that day and warned for possession of an undersized triggerfish. 
The subject also had several priors for marine fisheries violations in the past. During 
Officer Nall’s inspection the subject was in possession of one undersize African 
pompano and three pork fish which are required to be kept alive in a circulating live well. 
The subject was issued three misdemeanor citations and the fish were seized as 
evidence. 
 
MARTIN COUNTY 
 
Officer Hudson was patrolling Dupuis Wildlife Environmental Area (WEA) when he 
observed tire sign leading off trail passed a posted no vehicles beyond this sign. The 
officer followed the tire sign when he found a vehicle parked in the palmettos with 
palmetto berries on a tarp in the trunk. The subject was hiding nearby out of sight. The 
officer began to leave but once he got out of sight of the vehicle, he pulled off into the 
palmettos watching the closed road. Approximately two minutes later the subject that 
was hiding, came driving passed the officer who conducted a vehicle stop. The subject 
had removed the tarp of palmetto berries and concealed it in the woods along with his 
trashcan of palmetto berries. The subject received a notice to appear citation for 
possession and take of palmetto berries in a WEA. The subject also received two 
citations for littering and for driving off trail. 
 
Officer Hudson observed a subject fishing. He saw the officer in a marked patrol truck 
and walked towards his cooler, removed a fish, and placed it at his feet underneath 
seagrass in shallow water. Officer Hudson observed an undersized mangrove snapper 
underneath the grass and instructed the subject to pick it up, to which the subject 
pushed the fish away causing it to swim off. The subject had an undersized 
schoolmaster and an undersized mangrove snapper in his bait bucket. The subject 
received notice to appear citations for possession of undersized mangrove and 
schoolmaster snapper, and for interference of an FWC officer. 
 
PALM BEACH COUNTY 
 
Lieutenant Laubenberger and Officers Ryan and Sellers escorted an FAA inspector on 
an FWC patrol airboat into Wildlife Management Area Three South. This is the vast 
Everglades area south of Alligator Alley. The purpose was to deliver the inspector to the 
crash site of a small plane that occurred earlier in the day. The site was well within the 
Everglades area. The inspector successfully surveilled the wreckage site and was in 
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conversation with the owner of the small plane who planned on removing it the next 
day. 
 
Lieutenant Laubenberger and Officer Ryan were on patrol in the western area of 
Loxahatchee Federal Preserve. Near the dirt road called the L-6 levee, they observed 
an individual running toward them. A man and his young son had been in their disabled 
boat for approximately four hours. They had no means of communication. Their boat 
had become disabled in a very remote area of the Federal Preserve. The officers gave 
the man and his son a ride to their vehicle where they were able to organize a tow for 
their vessel. 
 
Officer Brodbeck was on vessel patrol near the Jupiter Inlet when he observed a vessel 
violating a marked slow speed zone. A stop was initiated to address the violation. Upon 
contacting the operator, it was discovered that the vessel was a rental from a nearby 
livery. On board the 23 ft vessel were several small children under six years of age 
without life jackets on as required by law. While conducting a safety inspection, the 
vessel did not have any youth life jackets on board. Officer Brodbeck escorted the 
vessel back to the livery and identified the company employee that had sent the vessel 
out without the necessary safety equipment or educating the operator of the legal 
requirement for the children to wear life jackets. The employee received a criminal 
uniform boating citation for the violation. 
 
Officer Boyd was conducting radar speed enforcement in a state regulated manatee 
zone known as the Jupiter Narrows. Numerous stops were made on vessels violating 
the posted 25 mph zone. Violators were cited accordingly. 
 
While on patrol of J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management Area (WMA) during the opening of 
archery season, Officer Norbrothen observed a golf cart operating off a 
named/numbered trail in an area known as the school board property. A vehicle stop 
was conducted, and the resource inspection found the subjects had illegally entered the 
area and were illegally harvesting saw palmetto berries. The subjects received criminal 
citations for illegal entry of the WMA and the removal of plants from the WMA. The 
subjects also received non-criminal citations for operating a vehicle off a 
named/numbered trail and for not being in possession of a day use pass or 
management area permit. 
 
On the opening day of archery season in J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA), Officer Norbrothen received a call that a vehicle was sunk on Trail 11. The 
officer found the subjects with the sunk vehicle being assisted by Good Samaritans. The 
Good Samaritans pulled the vehicle out of the hole and volunteered to tow it out to a 
road. The operator of the vehicle received a citation for driving on a named/numbered 
trail while not being engaged in hunting and made his own arrangements to have the 
vehicle removed from the area. 
 
Lieutenant Warne and Officer Norbrothen was on patrol in the J.W. Corbett Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) during the opening weekend of archery when they observed 
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a truck parked in the Hungryland Board Walk parking lot during sunset. All hunting 
activities are prohibited in this area. Lieutenant Warne and Officer Norbrothen walked 
the boardwalk trail to determine what the individual was doing and found him after dark 
on the trail wearing full camouflage and carrying a loaded crossbow, actively hunting. 
The subject received a criminal citation for hunting in a closed area. 
 
 
SOUTH REGION B 
 
CASES 
 
MIAMI DADE COUNTY 
 
Officers Presser and Sample were on water patrol near Miami Marine Stadium and 
observed a PWC operating on plane close to anchored vessels and swimmers in the 
water. A vessel stop revealed the PWC was a rental. The officers met with the livery 
owner who rented the PWC to conduct a livery safety inspection. The officers found the 
livery was in violation of multiple livery safety laws and issued the livery owner five 
misdemeanor citations. 
 
Officers Sample and Presser were on water patrol near Miami Marine Stadium and 
observed a PWC operating in a careless manner at excessive speeds close to 
anchored vessels and swimmers in the water. A vessel stop revealed the PWC was a 
rental. The officers met with the livery owner who rented the PWC to conduct a livery 
safety inspection. The officers found the livery was in violation of multiple livery safety 
laws and issued the livery owner three misdemeanor citations. 
 
Officers Sample and Presser were conducting a vessel stop near Miami Marine Stadium 
when a PWC went by their patrol vessel at full speed within 15 feet of the patrol vessel. 
The officers stopped the PWC to address the violation of careless operation and 
learned that the PWC was a rental. The officers met with the livery owner who rented 
the PWC to conduct a livery safety inspection. The officers found the livery was in 
violation of multiple livery safety laws and issued the livery owner three misdemeanor 
citations. 
 
Officers Presser, Sample, and Lieutenant Seiler were on water patrol near Miami 
Marine Stadium when they observed a PWC operating in a careless manner at a high 
rate of speed close to anchored vessels. They stopped the PWC and observed multiple 
indicators that the operator may be impaired. The officers administered seated field 
sobriety tasks and arrested the operator for operating a vessel while normal faculties 
were impaired. The operator was transported and booked into jail. 
 
Officers Sample and Presser were on water patrol near Miami Marine Stadium and 
observed an individual operating a PWC after sunset and wearing sunglasses. The 
individual was operating the PWC in a careless manner at a high rate of speed near 
anchored vessels. The officers stopped the PWC to address the violation of careless 
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operation and observed signs of impairment. The officers administered seated field 
sobriety tasks and arrested the operator for operating a vessel while normal faculties 
were impaired. The operator was transported and booked into jail. 
 
Officer Presser was on water patrol near Miami Marine Stadium and observed an 
individual operating a PWC at full speed close to multiple anchored vessels. Officer 
Presser attempted to stop the PWC to address the violation of careless operation, but 
the operator continued operating the PWC at full speed across the bay into the Miami 
River. He continued operating at a high rate of speed in a posted manatee zone and 
then stopped. The operator stated he never heard the patrol vessel’s sirens due to wind 
noise from the high rate of speed. During the stop, Officer Presser learned the PWC 
was a rental and escorted the PWC back to the Miami Marine Stadium to meet with the 
livery owner and conduct a safety inspection. The inspection revealed that the livery did 
not provide the operator with adequate pre-ride instruction, did not have proof of 
insurance, did not provide the operator of the rental PWC with required safety 
equipment, and did not have a written statement from the operator attesting that he 
received instruction in the safe handling of the PWC. The livery owner was issued four 
misdemeanor citations for the violations. 
 
Officers Presser and Sample were on water patrol near Beer Can Island and observed 
an individual operating a PWC on plane in a posted slow speed manatee zone. The 
officers stopped the PWC to address the violation and observed multiple indicators of 
impairment. Seated field sobriety tasks were conducted, and the operator was arrested 
for BUI and transported to jail.   
 
Officers Sample and Presser were on water patrol near the Cape Florida State Park sea 
wall and observed a vessel anchored next to the sea wall and multiple divers in the 
water. The officers contacted the vessel to conduct a resource and vessel safety 
inspection. The resource inspection revealed the occupants of the vessel were in 
possession of three wrung spiny lobster tails as well as an undersized spiny lobster. 
The occupants of the vessel were issued two misdemeanor citations and a warning for 
the violations. 
 
MONROE COUNTY 
 
Officer Specialist McKay observed a vehicle left by the kayak launch while assisting in 
the closing of John Pennekamp State Park. An off-duty park ranger said he saw a male 
and female launching a tandem kayak around six pm and that both looked 
inexperienced. Officer Specialist McKay launched his patrol vessel after dark from the 
park and had dispatch notify the US Coast Guard. While searching, the USCG advised 
they were contacted by the female kayaker who said they were lost. Officer Specialist 
McKay had the Sheriff’s Office ping the kayakers dying cell phone and responded to the 
area around Airport Flat in the park. The two kayakers were brought on board his vessel 
and transferred uninjured to Officers Hoppe and Thompson on land who transported 
them back to the park.  
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MAJOR WILDLIFE ASSISTANCE 
 
MONROE COUNTY 
 
Officers Rafter, Swensson, Rhoda, Larios and Coger assisted FWC biologist’s and the 
Dolphin Research Center, Dolphin’s Plus and Aquarium Encounters with an injured 
manatee rescue. The manatee teams worked together to rescue the large adult female 
from the waterway near Taylor Creek Village in Key Largo. The manatee had 
monofilament line embedded in both front flippers and needed medical treatment. The 
manatee was transported by FWC biologists to SeaWorld in Orlando for medical 
treatment. 
 
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING 
 
MONROE COUNTY 
 
PIO Officer Dube recorded Public Service Announcements (PSAs) for the Florida Keys 
Media radio stations at their studio in Tavernier which owns multiple FM radio 
outlets/stations from Miami to Key West. Officer Dube recorded two 60 second PSAs on 
the radio show, Today with My FWC, and spoke about FWC Officers, recruiting, and 
being a good steward of the Florida Keys. These two PSAs will be played periodically 
over the next few months on all the radio stations owned by FKM. 


