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This report represents some events the FWC handled over the last week; 

however, it does not include all actions taken by the Division of Law Enforcement. 
 
 
NORTHWEST REGION 
 
CASES 
 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
 
Officers Glover and Hartzog were on patrol in the St. George Island State Park when 
they observed a subject fishing. They conducted a resource inspection and found the 
subject in possession of over the bag limit, undersized, and not in whole condition red 
drum. The subject was also fishing live bait in conjunction with a treble hook. The fish 
were seized, and the subject was issued three misdemeanor citations. 
 
Officers Hartzog and Mcleod were on water patrol in the Apalachicola Bay when they 
observed five subjects fishing from a vessel. They approached the boat and conducted 
a resource inspection. Officer Hartzog asked the captain if they had any fish and how 
big they were. The captain stated they had a tripletail, but he was uncertain of the size 
because they didn’t bring a measuring device. Officer Hartzog measured the fish and 
determined it was undersized. The captain was cited, and the fish were seized as 
evidence. 
 
WAKULLA COUNTY 
 
Officer Gray was conducting resource, boating, and safety inspections at the St. Marks 
Boat Ramp when he observed a vessel violating the posted wake zone. Officer Gray 
was able to stop the vessel at the Newport Boat Ramp. The operator showed signs of 
impairment. Officer Gray administered Standardized Field Sobriety Tasks (SFST) and 
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the operator was arrested for BUI. The operator was booked into the Wakulla County 
Jail. 
 
Officer Gray and Bradshaw were conducting vessel inspections in federal waters. The 
officers initiated a resource inspection on a vessel displaying a dive flag. The 
investigation revealed all three occupants were actively diving and were in possession 
of nine undersized hogfish. All three divers were cited accordingly for the violation. 
 
 
NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
 
CASES 
 
DUVAL COUNTY 
 
Officers Lange, Schirbock and Shearer were on water patrol when they observed a 
shrimp trawler pulling nets in the St. Johns River. Once the nets were up the officers 
boarded the vessel and measured them. Both nets exceeded 500 square foot at 814 
and 803 square feet. A records check revealed that the shrimper had been cited a year 
ago for the same violation. The nets were seized, and the shrimper was cited for using 
nets larger than 500 square feet in state water. The man was also warned for having 
mouth openings too large on his nets. 
 
CITRUS COUNTY 
 
Officer VanNess and Lieutenant Jones were conducting JEA patrols offshore when they 
conducted a fisheries inspection on persons actively spear fishing. The officers located 
four undersized hog fish, one undersized gag grouper and one undersized red grouper 
in the vessel fish holds. One of occupants admitted he was responsible for the 
undersized fish. A citation to appear in court was issued. 
 
Officers Ulrich, Reid and Pietroburgo were conducting patrols when they inspected a 
vessel with 11 undersized spotted seatrout. Three of the fishermen were issued 
citations for the undersized fish. 
 
 
NORTHEAST REGION 
 
CASES 
 
SUMTER COUNTY 
 
Lieutenant Chase and Officer Chase observed a vehicle operating carelessly in 
Richloam Wildlife Management Area. The subject voluntarily consented to a search of 
the vehicle and four alcoholic beverages were found behind the driver’s seat. Alcohol is 
unlawful to possess in the Richloam Wildlife Management Area. The passenger 
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admitted they were his and when asked about any illegal substances in the vehicle, the 
driver admitted to being in possession of “meth” and handed his methamphetamine and 
glass pipe to Lieutenant Chase. Officer Phillips assisted with the stop, arrested the 
subject and transported him to the Sumter County Jail. 
 
BREVARD COUNTY 
 
Officers Eller and Delano were on patrol in the St. Johns River working the statewide 
alligator season. They concealed themselves and their vessel in a part of the river that 
is closed to alligator hunting. The officer’s observed two separate vessels actively 
targeting alligators in the closed area. The individuals in both vessels had harvesting 
equipment in their hands and were actively hunting in the closed area. Both groups on 
the vessels were cited accordingly. 
 
Officers Eller and Delano were in a concealed location when they heard a group of 
alligator harvesters discharge a round from a bang stick. They conducted an inspection 
and found the harvested alligator to be untagged. The subjects were cited accordingly. 
 
While conducting Joint Enforcement Agreement (JEA) patrol 20 miles offshore, Officers 
Cybula and Delano conducted a federal fisheries inspection on a vessel. The inspection 
found that the occupants were in possession of three undersize cobia. The individuals 
were cited appropriately. 
 
INDIAN RIVER COUNTY 
 
Officer Beck was on patrol, he observed a vehicle sideswipe a concrete construction 
barrier. Officer Beck conducted a traffic stop and the operator exhibited signs of 
impairment. After conducting field sobriety tasks, the operator was found to be impaired 
by alcohol and was arrested for DUI. The subject was transported to the Indian River 
County Jail and charged accordingly. 
 
Lieutenant Lightsey was on night patrol when he observed a vehicle leaving an alligator 
harvest unit. Lieutenant Lightsey conducted a stop to address a faulty tag light and to 
conduct a resource inspection. As Lieutenant Lightsey approached the vehicle, he 
observed an alligator in the back of the men’s boat. Once a resource inspection was 
performed, the Lieutenant found that the men were in possession of one alligator that 
was not properly tagged, an unsigned harvest permit, and frogs taken from a closed 
area. A notice to appear and warnings were issued for the violations. 
 
ORANGE COUNTY 
 
Officer Specialist Mendelson and Officer Navarino patrolled the St. John’s River for the 
second phase of the recreational alligator hunting season. They observed an airboat 
actively hunting on the Econlockhatchee River near a local wildlife management area 
(WMA). The inspection concluded that the individuals were hunting out of their assigned 
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Alligator Management Unit (AMU). Officer Specialist Mendelson issued the individual 
with the harvest tags a notice to appear for the violation. 
 
OSCEOLA COUNTY 
 
Officers Hocker and Navarino worked alligator hunting on West Lake Tohopekaliga. 
While in a concealed location Officers Hocker and Navarino noticed a light hit the tree 
line near the entrance to Shingle Creek and watched as the light disappeared into the 
creek. Officers Hocker and Navarino entered the creek and observed the vessel actively 
alligator hunting with snatch hooks. Upon investigation, it was found that the vessel was 
hunting out of the area for the West Lake Toho. One of the individuals was issued a 
notice to appear for attempting to take alligators out of the assigned area. 
 
 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
 
CASES  
 
HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
 
Officer Smith was on patrol when he observed a white truck traveling down the road 
without a license plate. He also observed that the operator of the vehicle was 
transporting saw palmetto berries and stalks in a trash can in the bed of the truck. A 
traffic stop revealed the driver did not have a valid permit to possess or transport saw 
palmetto berries and he could not produce a driver’s license. The driver was issued a 
notice to appear for possession of saw palmetto berries without a permit and a warning 
for failure to display driver’s license upon request. Approximately ninety-five pounds of 
saw palmetto berries were seized and returned to the resource. 
 
Officers Smith and Karr were on patrol when they noticed a white truck at a gas station 
with saw palmetto berries in the bed of the truck. The officers conducted a resource 
inspection and contacted three male subjects. After completing the inspection, the 
officers determined that the three subjects did not have a valid permit or landowner 
permission to possess or transport saw palmetto berries. All three subjects were issued 
a notice to appear for possession of saw palmetto berries without a permit. 
Approximately 750 pounds of saw palmetto berries were seized and returned to the 
resource. 
 
Officer Smith was on patrol when he observed a van parked on the side of the road with 
no occupants. This vehicle was in an area known for past violations for the illegal 
harvest of saw palmetto berries. Officer Smith then observed two subjects on Lake 
Wales Wildlife Refuge carrying feed bags with saw palmetto berries over their backs. 
Officer Smith conducted a resource inspection and determined the subjects did not 
have a valid permit or landowner permission to harvest saw palmetto berries. Both 
subjects were issued a notice to appear for possessing and removing saw palmetto 
berries from a Wildlife Environment Area (WEA) and a written warning for not entering 
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and exiting a WEA at designated areas. Approximately 200 pounds of saw palmetto 
berries were seized and returned to the resource. 
 
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 
Lieutenant Wells was on patrol when he noticed a vehicle pulled over near the Upper 
Tampa Bay Trail. He observed a vessel heading back to the vehicle and performed a 
fisheries inspection when it arrived. The subject said he caught three striped bass, but 
the fish were snook. Two of the three snook were released alive. The subject was in 
possession of over the bag limit of snook, possession of undersized snook, and 
possession of snook during a closure. There were also boating safety violations which 
were addressed. Appropriate citations and warnings were issued. 
 
Officer McCormack observed two PWCs operating at a high rate of speed in an idle 
speed zone. He initiated a multi-vessel stop from land and discovered the operators had 
rented the PWCs. When Offficer McCormack contacted the PWCs’ owner, he claimed 
the operators were family friends and not a rental. Upon further investigation, Officer 
McCormack discovered (through interviews with both operators, their parent and the 
PWCs’ owner) that it was indeed a rental and was also able to determine how much 
was agreed upon for the rental of the PWCs. The owner was issued appropriate 
citations for an illegal PWC livery operation along with multiple written warnings. 
 
LEE COUNTY 
 
Officers Self and Bell were conducting fisheries inspections on inbound vessels at 
Punta Rassa Boat Ramp after dark. Officer Self observed a vessel pull into the launch 
area and dock. The vessel was not displaying Florida registration numbers and did not 
appear to have an all-around white navigation light. A fisheries inspection revealed ten 
mangrove snapper. The operator was issued a notice to appear for over the bag limit of 
mangrove snapper and two warnings for boating safety and registration violations. The 
operator was permitted to keep five mangrove snapper and the rest were seized and 
photographed for evidence. 
 
Officers Self and Furbay, along with Lieutenant Spoede, were on patrol in the 
Caloosahatchee River when they observed a vessel with several fishing rods on board. 
They stopped the vessel to perform a boating safety inspection and a fisheries 
inspection. Upon contacting the operator, they observed signs of impairment. The 
operator refused to perform field sobriety tasks and was arrested and transported to Lee 
County Jail.   
 
Officer Furbay was on patrol in Babcock Ranch. He checked the camp sign-in sheet to 
see if anyone was signed in and found everyone had already signed out. On the sign-in 
sheet, he noticed a permittee had logged a harvested deer but did not notate if he 
pulled the jawbone of the deer. It is required to pull jawbones of harvested deer on 
Babcock Ranch and to place them in a basket provided by FWC. Officer Furbay met 
with the permitee at his house and interviewed him about the hunt. During the interview, 
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the permitee admitted to harvesting a second deer and not reporting either deer within 
24 hours as required by law. He was issued a citation for not reporting the harvested 
deer within 24 hours and a warning for not removing the jawbone. 
 
MANATEE COUNTY 
 
Officer Gonzales observed several men diving in state waters of Tampa Bay and not 
displaying a diver down flag. A resource inspection revealed one of the fishermen had 
speared a redfish and hid it in a pile of rocks along the shoreline. The officer asked the 
fisherman to retrieve the fish; however, the fisherman attempted to destroy the fish after 
repeatedly being ordered to stop by the officer. The fisherman was issued a notice to 
appear for obstruction of an FWC officer and for spearing a redfish. 
 
PINELLAS COUNTY 
 
Lieutenant Bibeau observed two individuals actively fishing from underneath a bridge. 
One of the individuals, who was carrying a dark colored cooler, begin cleaning fish. 
Lieutenant Bibeau drove to their location and conducted a fisheries inspection which 
revealed one of the individuals in possession of nine undersized mangrove snapper. 
Lieutenant Bibeau cited the individual accordingly. 
 
POLK COUNTY 
 
Officer Earls and Captain Brooks were patrolling the Indian Lakes Estates area of Polk 
County when they encountered two subjects illegally harvesting saw palmetto berries. 
These berries are commercially exploited and require a permit and landowner 
permission to harvest. The subjects had neither and were issued a notice to appear for 
the violation. 
 
Officer Earls was patrolling the Indian Lake Estates area when he observed a subject 
with a bucket run from a wooded area and jump into a waiting vehicle. This area is 
known for the illegal harvest of saw palmetto berries. Officer Earls conducted a stop on 
the vehicle and found seven individuals in the truck bed that had been picking berries in 
the area. The crew leader could not produce a permit to harvest in the area and did not 
have landowner permission. He was issued a notice to appear for the violations. 
 
SARASOTA COUNTY 
 
Officer Hardgrove observed a subject fishing from the shoreline and conducted a 
resource inspection which revealed the angler was in possession of two undersized 
lane snapper. The fish were seized, and the fisherman was issued a notice to appear 
for possession of lane snapper less than eight inches in length. 
 
Officer Hardgrove stopped a vessel to conduct a resource inspection. A check of their 
cooler revealed mangrove snapper less than ten inches in length. The fish were seized, 
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and the fisherman was issued a notice to appear for possession of undersized 
mangrove snapper. 
 
Officer Hardgrove stopped a personal watercraft (PWC) after observing it being 
operated at a high speed in a manatee zone. The operater of the PWC explained that 
he was not from this area and provided the officer with several false names and birth 
dates. The operator was arrested and booked into the Sarasota County jail for giving a 
false name to a law enforcement officer. 
 
RESCUES 
 
LEE COUNTY 
 
Officer Bell received information of an overturned sinking vessel with three people 
onboard in the Caloosahatchee river. Officer Bell relayed the information to dispatch 
and went to the location. Once on scene, he located three individuals neck deep in the 
water standing on a submerged vessel. Officer Bell managed to get all the individuals 
aboard his patrol vessel and assess them for injuries in stormy weather. With no injuries 
to report or treat, the individuals were placed into the secure cabin of a commercial 
assistance vessel to weather the storm. The overturned vessel was later recovered, and 
all the rescued people were returned safely to shore. 
 
 
SOUTH REGION A 
 
CASES 
 
BROWARD COUNTY 
 
Officer Heitt observed a subject fishing from a kayak. He conducted a fisheries 
inspection and found the subject in possession of 13 schoolmaster snapper and two 
mangrove snapper. The daily aggregate bag limit for snapper is 10 per person. One of 
the schoolmaster snapper was also under the required size limit of 10 inches. The 
subject had been previously warned for snapper violations. The subject was issued 
misdemeanor citations for over the aggregate bag limit of snapper and possession of 
undersize snapper. The five illegal snapper were seized and entered into evidence. 
 
PALM BEACH COUNTY 
 
Officer Brodbeck was dispatched to a call regarding a fisherman using undersize 
mangrove snapper for bait. The officer arrived by vessel and coordinated surveillance 
with the assistance of the Manalapan Police Department. A fisherman was observed 
fishing with snapper for bait from the Boynton Inlet north jetty. Upon conducting a 
resource inspection, undersize mangrove snapper was in a baitwell belonging to the 
subject. The subject received a resource citation for possession of undersize mangrove 
snapper and a warning for no fishing license. The fish were returned to the water alive. 
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Officer Brodbeck responded to a complaint of an individual feeding sandhill cranes in 
Wellington. The officer conducted surveillance of the area and observed a flock of 
sandhill cranes arrive together. Shortly afterward, an individual was observed with a 
camera throwing birdseed to the cranes and taking pictures. Officer Brodbeck issued 
the individual a resource citation for feeding sandhill cranes. 
 
Officer Ames and Lieutenant Hankinson responded to a sailboat beached for over a 
week. Upon arrival to the location the owner was still in the sailboat, after an inspection 
of the sailboat it was determined to be a derelict vessel and the owner was cited 
accordingly. The owner is currently trying to get the sailboat removed from the beach. 
 
Lieutenant Warne was on land patrol at the southeast boundary of the J.W. Corbett 
Wildlife Management Area, commonly known as the Schoolboard property, when he 
observed a Polaris UTV illegally exit the property at an undesignated exit point. The 
J.W. Corbett was closed to all public use in preparation for the beginning of archery 
season. This location is known for illegal trail riding from residences in the surrounding 
community and has a concrete barricade and multiple signs, posting the illegal use of 
this area. Lieutenant Warne conducted a traffic stop on the UTV and issued the 
operator two criminal citations for the violations. 
 
 
SOUTH REGION B 
 
CASES 
 
MIAMI DADE COUNTY 
 
Officer Despian was on patrol at Cape Florida State Park when he received a call from 
dispatch advising there was a man keeping under-size nurse sharks. When Officer 
Despian arrived on scene he observed a subject matching the given description fishing 
off the sea wall. A fisheries inspection found the subject in possession of one under-size 
gray snapper and one under-size nurse shark. Appropriate citations were issued, and 
the fish were returned to the water. 
 
Officer Despian was on patrol at Oleta River State Park and observed a man fishing 
with a rod and reel near the East side of the park. A resource inspection found the 
subject in possession of two under-size schoolmaster snapper, two under-size mutton 
snapper, and one whole stone crab. The subject did not have a fishing license and was 
cited accordingly for the violations. 
 
An FWC port investigator conducted an inspection of lobster at a freezer facility and 
found 12 undeclared shipments of lobster (over 150,000 pounds) imported during the 
closed season. The owner/importer had been warned before for not declaring a 
shipment of lobster during the closed season. The product was inspected, and the 



9 

importer was issued a citation for failure to submit closed season report, failure to 
declare lobster shipment, failure to allow inspection and failure to submit weight receipt. 
 
COLLIER COUNTY 
 
Officer Oldsen conducted a vessel stop on an individual cast netting in Delnor-Wiggins 
State Park. A resource inspection discovered six undersized sheepshead and three 
undersized gray snapper. The subject was cited for the fish violations as well as not 
having a valid saltwater fishing license. 
 
Officer Georgevich was on patrol when he noticed a vehicle parked in an area of 
reported trespassing and illegal harvesting of saw palmetto berries. He approached the 
vehicle on foot to further investigate and heard an individual in the nearby saw palmetto 
brush. The officer contacted an individual who was carrying a full basket of berries. The 
individual did not possess a permit to pick the berries. The berries were returned to the 
resource and the subject was cited accordingly. 
 
Officer Conroy was on patrol and observed three individuals fishing on Isles of Capri. A 
resource inspection found two undersized mangrove snapper. The subject was cited 
appropriately. 
 
Officer Specialist Swensson and Officer Rubenstein worked a bait site in the Picayune 
Strand State Forest Wildlife Management Area. Shortly after sunrise on opening 
morning of deer archery season, the officers observed a hunter who was hiking. The 
hunter stopped in the area and hung his tree stand within a short distance of the bait. 
The officers contacted the individual and had him remove his tree stand. He was cited 
for illegally hunting over bait in a wildlife management area. 
 
Officer Georgevich was checking popular fishing spots and spoke to an individual 
fishing. A resource inspection found two catfish and one juvenile goliath grouper in a 
cooler. The subject was cited accordingly. 
 
While working land patrol in the Ten Thousand Islands National Refuge Area, Officers 
Hutchins and Rubenstein observed multiple motorcycles driving recklessly. Officer 
Hutchins initiated a traffic stop on one of the motorcycles. The operator of the 
motorcycle had no driver’s license. Other violations included expired registration, no 
registration, possession of marijuana and paraphernalia. The subject was cited 
accordingly. 
 
Officer Conroy was on patrol at the 951-boat ramp when she observed a vessel 
violating the slow speed manatee zone and driving recklessly. Officer Conroy contacted 
the operator who exhibited signs of impairment. Seated Field Sobriety Tests were given, 
and the operator was arrested for BUI with a minor aboard. 
 
Officer Hutchins and Rubenstein were working land patrol in an area known to have 
illegal migratory bird traps. The officers located a caged mockingbird at a residence. 
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Officer Hutchins cited the individual accordingly, and the bird was taken to the 
Conservancy of South West Florida. 
 
Officers Miller and Arbogast were working water patrol and observed two PWC’s parked 
along the water’s edge. There was a large sign placed near the vessels advertising 
PWC’s for rent. The officers confirmed that the individual was renting his jet skis to the 
public and initiated a livery inspection which revealed several violations. The individual 
did not possess the required rental insurance, nor did he meet the basic boating 
education courses required for a livery. The subject was cited for several misdemeanor 
violations and issued a notice to appear. 
 
Officer Stearns was watching two subjects at the Jolly Bridge and saw one catch a 
snook. The subject placed the snook into a cooler and then placed the cooler into his 
truck. A resource inspection revealed an undersized, out of season snook. The snook 
was returned to the water alive and the subject was issued a notice to appear. 
 
Lieutenant Bulger, Officer Conroy and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Officer Thompson were on 
patrol at the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge. One of the game cameras in the 
refuge alerted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Officer of individuals trespassing. Officers 
Conroy and Thompson positioned their vehicles at known exits of the refuge and 
Lieutenant Bulger positioned himself at a known entry point off I-75. Several males were 
observed leaving the refuge and getting into a vehicle parked on the shoulder of I-75. 
Lieutenant Bulger conducted a stop on the vehicle and an inspection of the vehicle 
revealed approximately 1,500 pounds of palmetto berries that were illegally harvested. 
Four of the subjects admitted to the illegal harvest of palmetto berries on the preserve 
and were cited accordingly. 
 
Officers Georgevich, Stearns and Arbogast were working water patrol and noticed 
individuals fishing on a private dock. As the officers approached the individuals to 
conduct a resource inspection, the subjects fled on foot. Officers Stearns and 
Georgevich exited the vessel and located the subjects. A resource inspection of the 
subjects catch revealed four undersized, out of season snook. The snook were seized 
as evidence and the four subjects were cited for harvesting undersized out of season 
snook, trespassing on private property, and resisting arrest. 
 
Officer Georgevich was working land patrol when he observed an individual fishing with 
a cast net. The officer watched the individual fish with the cast net and harvest fish. A 
resource inspection revealed multiple freshwater fish species, and one undersized out 
of season snook. The subject was cited accordingly. 
 
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING 
 
MONROE COUNTY 
 
Officer Dube was the guest host on the Friday Night Radio Show at the Sandbar 
Restaurant in Islamorada. Officer Dube gave a wrap up of the two-day Sport Lobster 
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Season and the opening of the regular Lobster Season. Officer Dube discussed some 
of the lobster resource arrests, BUI’S, and the SAR cases that officers worked. The 
show ended with a call-in question and answer segment. 
 
MAJOR WILDLIFE ASSISTANCE 
 
COLLIER COUNTY 
 
FWC received a report of an alligator that had managed to get past a fence enclosure at 
a residence. The alligator was in the yard, preventing the homeowner from safely letting 
out her dog. Officer Neal and Officer Specialist Plussa responded. Officer Neal caught 
the alligator, secured it, and released it safely back into the wild at Corkscrew Regional 
Environmental Watershed (CREW) Wildlife Environmental Area (WEA) Bird Rookery 
Swamp. 


