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 Florida’s coral reefs came into existence 5,000 to  

 7,000 years ago when sea levels rose after the Ice Age.  
 Reef growth is slow—from 1 to 16 feet every 1,000 years. 

Numerous species of coral are found in Florida reefs. Each kind  

lives in a separate colony that is shaped differently from the others.  

The colonies take on the various hues of the algae that line within  
them—usually red, green, and brown. Corals can generally be divided into  

two main categories: stony and octocorals. 
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