
MEMORANDUM 

To:   Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From:  Andrew Walker, CEO, Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida 

Date:  October 8, 2020 

Subject:  Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida Update 

 
Purpose:   
Update the Commissioners on recent efforts of the Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida. 
 
Why:   
As the primary citizen-support organization of the FWC, the Foundation strives to keep Commissioners 
informed of its work in support of the agency.  
 
Top Points:   
1) The Foundation remains financially strong despite the pandemic and was able to meet the requested 

needs of FWC in FY20.  
2) Thirty-six percent of rescued corals now reside in the Orlando Coral Rescue Center, funded by the 

Foundation and Disney and operated by SeaWorld.  
3) Captive breeding of Florida grasshopper sparrows, of which the Foundation is a principal funder, has 

proven successful so far, with the first captive-reared birds producing around half of the fledged chicks 
at Three Lakes WMA.  

4) The Foundation continues to earn Guidestar’s highest rating for accountability and transparency, with a 
programmatic efficiency of 88 to 90 percent.   

 
Affected Parties:   
FWC staff, partners, stakeholders and donors.  
 
Summary:   
This report will include an overview of Foundation support for FWC and its partners in fiscal year 2020 
(which ended June 30), including: total number and amount of grants broken into broad categories; notable 
grants and projects (including the Orlando coral rescue facility and other stony coral tissue loss disease-
related support, Apalachicola River Wildlife Environmental Area, python control, Florida grasshopper 
sparrows, and Florida Bay sponge restoration); an overview of fundraising results; improvements to our 
grant-making capacity; an overview of how the Foundation has adapted to covid and the current economy; 
and the principal goals for the current year, including the launch of a redesigned “Conserve Wildlife” 
license plate, which provides supplemental funding to FWC for non-game species conservation. 
 
Staff Recommendation:    
No action is requested at this time.  
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter:   
Andrew Walker, CEO, Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida 
 
 


