
MEMORANDUM 

To:   Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From:  Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management 

Date:  October 7, 2020 

Subject:  Staff Report – Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council Updates  

 
Purpose:  
Report on actions from the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s (GMFMC) Sept. 28-30 meeting.  
 
Why: Update Commissioners on council items relevant to Florida’s recreational and commercial fisheries.  
 
Top Points: 

1) Updated landings provided by NOAA Fisheries indicate that Gulf red snapper harvest may have 
exceeded the overfishing limit in 2019.  GMFMC is expected to discuss potential actions to ensure 
quotas are not exceeded and overfishing is avoided in the future. 

2) Recreational data calibrations between MRIP and state data programs remains an issue. 
3) A recent stock assessment update indicates Gulf cobia is undergoing overfishing. 
4) The Council may consider requesting emergency action to help fishing industries in response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Affected Parties:   
Those who fish for federally-managed species, seafood dealers and retailers, fishing tackle manufacturers and 
retailers, and others with interests in fish stocks in Gulf federal waters. 
 
Summary:  
GMFMC’s August meeting was canceled due to Hurricanes Marco and Laura.  The Council is now meeting 
Sept. 28-30 to discuss several important items.   
 
For red snapper, GMFMC is expected to discuss paths forward for avoiding recreational quota overages and 
overfishing in the future, including recreational data calibrations between MRIP and state data programs. 
GMFMC may consider adjusting state quotas or setting a recreational quota buffer, which may require states to 
set shorter seasons. 
 
Stakeholders have expressed concerns about cobia in recent years, and a recent stock assessment update indicates 
cobia is undergoing overfishing.  GMFMC will discuss this assessment and potential next steps for management. 
Because cobia throughout Florida are managed as part of the Gulf of Mexico cobia stock, management changes 
may be needed Gulf-wide and on Florida’s Atlantic coast to end overfishing.    
 
Lastly, GMFMC will review fisheries economic information from the last several months and consider 
requesting NOAA Fisheries take emergency action to help offset losses incurred by the fishing industry as a 
result of COVID-19.  After considering recreational landings data for gray triggerfish, which was open from 
March 1 – May 1, NOAA Fisheries determined the quota was not met and reopened recreational harvest from 
Sept. 1 – Oct. 25.  FWC reopened Gulf state waters to be consistent with this federal opening.       
 
Staff Recommendation:   
No direction requested at this time.  Input on Council items is welcomed. 
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter:   
Martha Guyas, Section Leader, Division of Marine Fisheries Management 


