
MEMORANDUM 

To:   Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners 

From:  Jessica McCawley, Director, Marine Fisheries Management 

Date:  October 7, 2020 

Subject:  Federal Consistency – Atlantic Blueline Tilefish 

 
Purpose:  
Obtain approval to establish recreational regulations for blueline tilefish in Atlantic state waters that are 
consistent with adjacent federal waters.  
 
Why:  
Making regulations for recreational harvest of blueline tilefish from Atlantic state waters consistent with 
federal regulations should reduce regulatory confusion, help keep harvest within the quota for this federally-
managed species, and avoid overfishing.   
 
Top Points: 

1) This action will make Florida rules consistent with federal regulations for this species. 
2) Blueline tilefish is managed with a small federal quota that has been exceeded each year since 2014, 

and the stock has experienced overfishing. 
3) State waters harvest accounts for about half of Florida’s estimated Atlantic blueline tilefish 

recreational harvest since 2014. 
 

Affected Parties:   
Recreational anglers and non-federal for-hire vessels targeting blueline tilefish in Atlantic state waters. 
 
Summary:  
Blueline tilefish is a deepwater fish mainly found in federal waters that can also be harvested from state 
waters off southeast Florida.  There are no species-specific regulations for recreational harvest of blueline 
tilefish in Atlantic state waters; however, harvest over 100 pounds requires commercial licenses and 
permits.  In federal waters, the recreational fishery is managed with a small quota, a four-month harvest 
season, and a bag limit to prevent overfishing.  Despite these regulations, the recreational quota is regularly 
exceeded.  The absence of regulations in Florida state waters contributes to this problem.  FWC’s federal 
partners have requested the state adopt recreational blueline tilefish regulations that match Atlantic federal 
waters.  These regulations would include: 

• Establishing a three-fish recreational bag limit within the three-fish aggregate bag limit for grouper 
and tilefish. 

• Setting the recreational blueline tilefish harvest season to be May 1 through August 31. 
 
There is consensus among stakeholders on the need for a recreational bag limit for blueline tilefish in state 
waters, and most supported adopting the federal bag limit and season.  
 
Staff Recommendation:   
If approved, staff will follow the state’s federal consistency process for adoption provided by section  
120.54(6), Florida Statutes without further public hearing, effective January 21, 2021. 
 
Staff Contact and/or Presenter:   
Erika Burgess, Division of Marine Fisheries Management 
 


