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Summary of revised language: Incorporates the Gopher Tortoise Management Plan into the rule, by reference. Incorporates 
the Gopher Tortoise Permitting Guidelines into the rule, by reference. 
Proposed changes to other sections of this rule are addressed in Agenda Item 8B, and Consent Agenda Item C3. 

 
CHAPTER 68A-27 

RULES RELATING TO ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES 

68A-27.003 Florida Endangered and Threatened Species List; Prohibitions. 
(1) For proposed changes to this section, please see Consent Agenda Item C3. 
(2) State-designated Threatened species: 
(a) No change.  
(b) For proposed changes to this section, please see Agenda Item 8B. 
(c) through (e). No change. 
(f) Reptiles: 
1. through 4. No change. 
5. Gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus). The gGopher tortoise shall be afforded the protective provisions specified in 

this subparagraph. No person shall take, attempt to take, pursue, hunt, harass, capture, possess, sell or transport any gopher 
tortoise or parts thereof or their eggs, or molest, damage, or destroy gopher tortoise burrows, except as authorized by 
Commission permit or when complying with the Gopher Tortoise Management Plan effective September 2012 herein 
incorporated by reference (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-xxxx1)Commission approved guidelines 
for specific actions which may impact gopher tortoises and their burrows. A gopher tortoise burrow is a tunnel with a cross-
section that closely approximates the shape of a gopher tortoise. Permits will be issued based upon whether issuance would 
further management plan goals and objectives of the Management Plan and the Gopher Tortoise Permitting Guidelines effective 
July 2020, herein incorporated by reference (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-xxxx2). 

6. through 9. No change. 
(g) through (i) No change. 

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-22-80, 7-1-
83, 7-1-84, 7-1-85, Formerly 39-27.03, Amended 6-1-86, 5-10-87, 4-27-89, 9-14-93, 6-23-99, Formerly 39-27.003. Amended 12-16-03, 7-
20-09, 11-8-10, 11-14-11, 8-23-12, 9-19-12, 6-10-15, 1-11-17, 6-2-17, 7-20-18, 12-23-18, 6-25-19, 2-17-20,   . 

NOTE: Staff is requesting Commission approval to advertise the proposed amendment and file for adoption as soon as 
possible.  If the rule amendment is approved for both advertisement and final adoption, Commission staff will file the 
rule for adoption as allowed by s. 120.54(3) Florida Statutes, without further public hearing. 

1The PDF of the management plan can be found at https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/gopher-tortoise/management-
plan/. The hyperlink to the management plan will be inserted into the final rule.  
 
2 The PDF of these draft guidelines can be found at: https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/gopher-
tortoise/?redirect=gophertortoise. The hyperlink to the Commission approved guidelines will be inserted into the final rule.  
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