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Boating Fatalities photo detail

Cover Photos: (Courtesy of FWC)

On Friday, March 8, 2019, at approximately 7:00 pm, a 21-foot-vessel was operating on a plane in Hendry
Creek. While proceeding upstream, the 52-year-old operator failed to successfully navigate a turn causing the
vessel to run aground and collide with several mangrove trees. The operator was ejected without wearing a
personal flotation device (PFD) and later recovered floating face down in the water. He was administered CPR
by Lee County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) and transported to Health Park Hospital by EMS, where he subsequently
died from the extent of his injuries. According to the Medical Examiner’s Office, the preliminary cause of death
was drowning. Conditions that contributed to his death were blunt trauma of the head and neck. Alcohol was
a contributing factor in this accident, the operator had an unlawful blood alcohol level. Toxicology confirmed
elevated ethanol concentrations (0.170 g/100 ml).
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2018 FATALITIES - TOP TEN STATES

Florida 54 |
Texas | | | | 35 |
California | | | :_;,3 |
North Carolina | | | 27 |
Tennessee | | 2|2 |

Michigan 20

Washington 19 |

New York 17 |

Louisiana 17 |
. |
Alaska 17 |
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*2019 statistics for top 10 states were not available at time of printing
Source: U.S. Coast Guard Boating Safety Division (recreational fatalities)

FLORIDA TOTAL FATALITIES RECORDED INVESTIGATING AGENCY
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*Fatality Rate — Number of fatalities per 100,000 registered vessels
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ACCIDENTS By MONTH
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*58 fatal accidents involving 65 fatalities
Fatality data includes four missing persons where their disappearance is associated with a boating

accident
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*58 fatal accidents involving 65 fatalities (Based on first harmful event)
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*63 vessels involved in 58 fatal accidents with 65 victims
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*18 of 58 fatal accidents occurred in restricted areas. “Other” may
include areas where the regulation or local ordinance was not specified.
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VESSEL OWNERSHIP VESSEL FUEL & HULL TYPE
Rented Gasoline 44 |
Borrowed 3/5% N '4‘—‘
(notin one i L
household) Diesel E‘
9/ 14% Electric :| 2
Fiberglass 47 |
Aluminum 8
Rubber/vinyl 5
Owned 7
51/81% Other _:| 2
Steel :|1
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*58 total fatal accidents involving 63 vessels

VESSEL PROPULSION, LENGTH & TYPE
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PRIMARY CAUSE OF DEATH

Other
10/ 15%

Trauma
12 /19%

Drowning
43 / 66%

*65 fatalities, “Other” category includes 6
missing where cause of death is unknown

OPERATOR AGE
(IN YEARS)
17-21
Less than 17

4/6%

1/2%

22-35
16/ 25%

OPERATOR (GENDER

Female
1/2%

Male
64 / 98%

*65 operators

OPERATOR EXPERIENCE
(IN HOURS)

Under 10
Unknown 9/14%

12 /14.5%

Over 100
33 /64.5%
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On July 28™ at approximately 9:00 pm, two vessels were on the Indian River in a head on
situation. V1, an 18-foot open motorboat, and V2, a 20-foot open motorboat, both turned to the
east side of the river. V1 struck the port bow of V2 and ramped on to V2 striking both occupants.
The 51-year-old male operator of V2 was ejected and died because of injuries at the hospital. The
53-year-old female occupant received lacerations and contusions from being struck by V1. A
female occupant on V1 jumped overboard with a child before impact, she received contusions and
sprains from impact with the water, the child and operator of V1 were uninjured.

OPERATOR EDUCATION OPERATORS BY AGE WITHOUT FORMAL
BOATER EDUCATION

Boater Less than 17 :I 1
education i
13 / 20% 17 - 21 4
22-35 8
No boater 1 |
education 36-50 9
52 / 80% . I I
51+ 30
! ! ! ! ! ! !
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*52 operators did not have any formal boater education

VICTIM STATISTICS VICTIM STATISTICS VICTIM STATISTICS
(EJECTED) (WEARING PFD) (SWIMMING ABILITY)
Wearing
PFD

8/12%

Can swim

Cannot 37 /57%
swim

Not
ejected

Ejected

32/ 49% 33/51%

Not
wearing
PFD
57 / 88%

28 /43%

*58 fatal accidents involving 65 victims
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VicTiM RESIDENCY

Non

resident

8/12%

VictiMm GENDER

Female
6/9%

Male
59/91%

ALCOHOL/DRUG RELATED
ACCIDENTS

Alcohol/drug use
13/22%

Other
causes
45 [/ 78%

*58 accidents involving 65 fatalities

Florida
resident
57 / 88%
J VICTIM AGE  ¢.16
Less than 6 2/3%
2/3%
17 -21
3/5%
51+
28 /43%
36 - 50
16 / 25%
ALCOHOL/DRUG RELATED
VICTIMS
Alcohol/drug
use
21/32%

Other
causes
44 / 68%

(Alcohol/drug related refers to any accidents in which alcohol or drug use may have been a contributing factor, whether legally impaired or not)
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PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT BY REVIEWING AUTHORITY

Other 27 |
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*58 fatal accidents

STATE WATERS VS. OFFSHORE WATERS

Offshore
3/5%

*Offshore defined as the edge of the Gulf Stream or three miles from shore, whichever is greater, in the Atlantic
and more than nine miles out in the Gulf
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