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RULE NO:  68A-13.003  RULE TITLE:  Hunting Regulations for Ducks, Geese, and 

Coots. 
   
PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the proposed rule amendments is to establish regulations for 
taking ducks, geese, and coots to conform with federal regulations. The effect of the proposed rule 
amendments would be to add two Veterans / Military Waterfowl Hunt Days, reduce the bag limit for 
scaup, and to adjust the length of the falconry duck season.   
 
 
SUMMARY: The proposed rule amendments update the hunting regulations pertaining to the Veterans / 
Military Waterfowl Hunt Days, the daily bag limit of lesser scaup and season adjustments to the falconry 
duck season. 
 
 
THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

68A-13.003 Hunting Regulations for Ducks, Geese, and Coots. 
The Commission has approved the following regulations and bag limits for taking ducks, geese, and 
coots: 

(1) Duck, light goose, and coot season: 
(a) Open season: 
1. through 2. No change.  
3. Youth Waterfowl Hunt -  The Saturday prior to the opening of the first phase as specified in 

subparagraph (1)(a)1. and the second Saturday following the close of the second phase as specified in 
subparagraph (1)(a)2. Hunters must be under 16 years of age and must be accompanied by a non-
hunting adult at least 18 years of age. Daily bag limits and species restrictions for ducks, geese, and 
coots will be as described in paragraphs (1)(e) and (4)(c). Common gallinules may also be taken and 
bag and possession limits for this species will be as specified in rule 68A-13.008, F.A.C. 

4. Veterans and Active Military Hunt - The first Saturday and Sunday following the close of the 
second phase as specified in subparagraph (1)(a)2. Hunters must be veterans or members of the Armed 
Forces on active duty, including members of the National Guard and Reserves on active duty. Daily 
bag limits and species restrictions for ducks, geese, and coots will be as described in paragraphs (1)(e) 
and (4)(c). Common gallinules may also be taken and bag and possession limits for this species will be 
as specified in rule 68A-13.008, F.A.C.    

 (b) In Leon County (except below or within the ordinary high water line for Lake Talquin and the 
Ochlockonee River) and below the ordinary high water line for Lake Miccosukee in Jefferson County, 
waterfowl hunting is permitted only on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays during the open season. 
In addition to Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, waterfowl hunting is permitted on Thanksgiving 
and the day after; December 24, 25, 26 and 31; January 1 and 2; Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (if 
occurring during the open season described in paragraph (1)(a), above); and the first, last, and next-to-
the-last days of the open season in paragraph (1)(a)1. and 2., above. 

(c) No change. 
(d) In addition to the open season specified in paragraph (1)(a), above, a “Youth Waterfowl Hunt” 

will be held the Saturday prior to the opening of the first phase as specified in subparagraph (1)(a)1. 
above, and the second Saturday following the close of the second phase as specified in subparagraph 
(1)(a)2. above. Youth hunters must be under 16 years of age and must be accompanied by a non-hunting 
adult at least 18 years of age. Daily bag limits and species restrictions for ducks, geese, and coots will 
be as described in paragraphs (1)(f) and (4)(c). Common moorhens may also be taken on the “Youth 



Waterfowl Hunt;” bag and possession limits for this species will be as specified in rule 68A-13.008, 
F.A.C. 

(d)(e) Shooting hours: One-half hour before sunrise until sunset. 
(e)(f) Limits: The possession limit for ducks and coots shall be three days’ bag limit. There shall 

be no possession limit for light geese. Light geese include only snow (including blue) and Ross’ geese. 
1. Ducks: The daily bag limit for ducks is six, including no more than: two mallards, of which only 

one can be female;, one scaup during the open season specified in subparagraph (1)(a)1. and the first 
31 days of the open season specified in subparagraph (1)(a)2.; two scaup during the last 20 days of the 
open season specified in subparagraph (1)(a)2. and the open seasons specified in subparagraphs 1(a)3. 
and 1(a)4.;, four scoters;, four eiders;, four long-tailed ducks;, three wood ducks;, two redheads;, one 
pintail;, two canvasbacks;, two black ducks;, one Florida duck (mottled duck);, and one fulvous 
whistling-duck. In addition to the daily bag limit for ducks, the daily bag limit for mergansers is five, 
only two of which may be hooded mergansers. 

2. through 3. No change. 
(3) through (4) No change. 
(5) Falconry: 
(a) No change. 
(b) Open season for ducks (including mergansers), light geese, and coots: November 3 through 

November 12. Opening 8 days after the last Sunday in January and closing 2425 days thereafter. The 
open season specified in paragraphs (1)(a), (1)(d), and (3)(a) of this rule. 

(c) Open season for Canada geese: The open season as specified in paragraph (1)(a)3., 
(1)(a)4.(1)(d), and subsection (4) of this rule. 
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