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This report represents some events the FWC handled over the past week; 

however, it does not include all actions taken by the Division of Law Enforcement. 
 
 
NORTHWEST REGION 
 
CASES 
 
ESCAMBIA COUNTY  
 
Officer McHenry was conducting fishery inspections at the Fort Pickens Fishing Pier 
when he noticed an individual in a boat pull in a gag grouper from a stringer. The 
operator of the boat started to leave the area, but then turned toward shore. The 
operator beached the boat and Officer McHenry walked down to check the fisherman. 
When Officer McHenry arrived, the subject was cleaning the fish. Officer McHenry 
advised the subject that gag grouper season was currently closed and issued the 
appropriate citation for the violation.  
 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY  
 
Officer Roberson was on patrol when he observed four individuals fishing next to a 
bridge. Officer Roberson contacted the fishermen and found they had multiple bass, 
bream, and an undersized redfish in a bucket. Upon further inspection two of the 
individuals caught all the fish using a cast net. One of the individuals was cited for 
undersized redfish, and the other was cited for using an illegal method to catch 
freshwater gamefish. 
 
 
NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
 
CASES 
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DUVAL COUNTY  
 
Officer Barry responded to assist Officer Specialist Geib with a commercial crabbing 
vessel that failed to stop for inspection. Multiple criminal violations and infractions were 
issued.  
 
MADISON COUNTY  
 
Officer Fowler was on foot patrol during the youth turkey season when he heard 
someone calling turkeys nearby. After locating the subject, the officer observed him 
actively hunting for turkeys. Further investigation revealed the hunter was hunting alone 
and did not meet the youth age requirement. The subject was cited appropriately.  
 
NASSAU COUNTY  
 
Officers Sankey and Shearer were able to make a major violation case on a commercial 
blue crabber just north of the Nassau Sound in Alligator Creek. Working in an unmarked 
vessel, the officers watched a crabber working Alligator Creek and waited until he was 
exiting a shallow creek to conduct a stop. The crabber was in possession of 133 egg 
bearing blue crabs and 13 whole stone crabs. He was cited for major commercial 
violations and the egg crabs were returned safely to the water.  
 
CITRUS COUNTY  
 
Officer Reid was on foot patrol at the Trails End Boat Ramp, near the Leslie Heffner 
Canal in Floral City. Officer Reid observed two small aluminum boats being operated 
toward the ramp. As the officer watched, one of the occupants threw a three-foot 
alligator into the water. When speaking with the operator, the subject admitted to 
catching and possessing the alligator. The appropriate citation was issued.  
 
COLUMBIA COUNTY  
 
Officer Johnston received an anonymous tip, including a video and Facebook message 
exchange, regarding a male subject harassing an American alligator. The video showed 
a subject repeatedly hitting an alligator over the head with a wire-like. Officer Johnston 
located the subject and conducted an interview. The subject admitted to the actions on 
the video. An appropriate charge will be filed with the State Attorney’s Office for the 
harassing/molesting of an American alligator.  
 
LAFAYETTE COUNTY  
 
Lieutenant Humphries and Officers Boone and Fowler responded to a report of a 
hunting accident from the Lafayette County Sheriff Office. The report stated that the 
wounded subject had been flown to a nearby hospital for treatment of a gunshot wound 
to the head. Upon responding to the location, the scene was secured, witness 
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statements collected, and the firearm was seized as evidence. All items collected were 
turned over to Investigator Ayers and McMillian for further investigation.  
 
SEARCH AND RESCUE  
 
SUWANNEE COUNTY  
 
Officer Cline and Yates responded to a 911 call that originated from the Suwanee 
County Sheriff’s Office in reference to a vessel in distress. The vessel was reported 
floating down the Suwannee River with unknown persons onboard. Officer Yates and 
Cline responded and secured the reported vessel assuring that no occupants were 
onboard or missing.  
 
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING – EXPANDING PARTICIPATION IN 
CONSERVATION 
 
COLUMBIA COUNTY 
 
Senior Officer Johnston was invited to speak at the Lake City First United Methodist 
Church’s Pre-K program. There were 10 students in attendance, who were learning 
about community helpers. Officer Johnston passed out coloring books, cupcakes and 
spoke about the various roles and responsibilities of an FWC Officer. 
 
 
NORTHEAST REGION 
 
CASES 
 
MARION COUNTY  
 
Officer Specialist Rice and Officer Chriest followed up on information related to the 
illegal take of wildlife. While conducting interviews, the officers identified a subject 
responsible for illegally killing multiple deer at night with a gun and light. The subject 
also harvested over the season limit of antlerless deer. The subject was charged 
appropriately for the violations.  
 
Officer Specialist Rice interviewed a subject who was reported to have killed a buck 
during season which did not meet the Deer Management Unit (DMU) antler 
requirement. Officer Rice discovered that in addition to the illegal buck, the subject had 
also recently harvested two turkeys out of season in the Ocala Wildlife Management 
Area. The subject was found to have two freshly killed turkey fans, two turkey beards, 
and four spurs inside the residence. Officer Rice contacted Senior Officer Simpson and 
K9 Moose to assist in locating the site where the turkeys were harvested. The turkey 
parts and shotgun used were seized as evidence and the subject was issued the 
appropriate citations.   
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PUTNAM COUNTY  
 
Officers Wester, Chriest, and K9 Officer Simpson assisted the Putnam County Sheriff’s 
Office (PCSO) with a subject that fled on foot from a stolen vehicle into Etoniah State 
Forest. Officer Wester was able to find foot sign belonging to the suspect on an interior 
road shortly after his arrival on scene. The suspect was located by FWC and PCSO and 
was taken into custody.  
 
BREVARD COUNTY  
 
Officer Marroquin was on water patrol in the area of Campbell’s Pocket in when he 
observed a vessel pass next to a slow speed zone sign on plane. Officer Marroquin 
conducted a vessel stop to address the manatee zone violation and observed signs of 
impairment from the operator. The operator performed Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tasks and was arrested for boating under the influence. Several young children were on 
the vessel. The operator was transported to the Brevard County Jail and charged with 
BUI with a person under 18 on board (enhanced penalty) and refusal to submit a breath 
sample.  
 
Lieutenant Lightsey observed a vessel returning to a local boat ramp. He observed a 
crushed beer can at the helm and the operator showed several signs of impairment. 
Standardized Field Sobriety Tasks were conducted, and the man was placed under 
arrest for boating under the influence. The operator later refused to submit to a test of 
his breath which resulted in a $500 civil penalty.  
 
ORANGE COUNTY  
 
Officers Hocker and Navarino located two baited locations on private property that 
appeared to be targeting turkeys. On the opening morning of the Youth Turkey Season, 
the officers witnessed two separate hunting groups working towards the area. The 
officers watched the groups call and place decoys out. Once the sun rose, the officers 
made their presence known. The subjects were interviewed, and criminal citations were 
issued.  
 
INDIAN RIVER COUNTY  
 
Officer Marroquin was on water patrol in the Indian River Lagoon when he observed a 
jet ski violating a manatee protection zone. Officer Marroquin conducted a vessel stop 
and noticed the operator showing signs of impairment. The operator was also not 
wearing a kill switch lanyard and was missing other safety equipment. Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tasks were conducted, and the operator was arrested for boating under 
the influence.  
 
Officers completed eight derelict vessel investigations which will allow for their removal 
from state waterways. Additional derelict vessels are being investigated throughout the 
county for removal and to hold the vessel owners accountable.  
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Officer Marroquin was on water patrol in the Indian River Lagoon near Yacht Club Boat 
Ramp when he observed a vessel leave the intracoastal waterway channel and violate 
the manatee zone. A stop was conducted for a vessel safety inspection and the 
operator showed signs of impairment. Standardized Field Sobriety Tasks were 
conducted, and the operator was arrested for boating under the influence. The operator 
was transported to the Indian River County Jail where he refused to provide a breath 
sample.  
 
OSCEOLA COUNTY  
 
Officer Stelzer received information about bait being placed on Gardner Marsh in 
preparation for the Youth Turkey Season. Officer Stelzer located the bait site prior to 
season and set up surveillance. On the opening day, Officer Stelzer heard an airboat 
enter the area and shut down. Later in the morning, he observed hunters set up their 
turkey equipment and use their turkey calls within 100 yards of the bait. Officer Stelzer 
contacted the hunters and found them within 100 yards of the bait site. The appropriate 
criminal citation was issued.  
 
On the opening morning of the Youth Turkey Season, Officers Wild, Eller, and Platt set 
up surveillance near Bull Creek Wildlife Management Area were a bait site had been 
located. After sunrise, the officers observed two groups of hunters enter the property 
and go to two separate hunting sites. The one group went the location where the large 
amount of bait was located. After the officers observed the hunters using their calls and 
decoys, they made contact and issued a criminal citation. 
 
 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
 
CASES  
 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY  
 
Officers Salem, Perry and Lejarzar assisted the Charlotte County Sheriffs’ Office in a 
search and rescue effort at Shell Creek. An elderly male subject was reported missing 
the night before and witnesses had observed the subject working around his vessel and 
dock. Officers searched several miles of the creek in an airboat and a skiff. K9s were 
utilized and alerted to a spot near the dock where the subject was last seen. The 
deceased subject was located by dive team members.  
 
Officers Zenoniani and Birchfield conducted a vessel stop in Charlotte Harbor. The 
owner of the vessel was in possession of live whole stone crabs, undersized mangrove 
snapper and black sea bass. The owner of the vessel was given a notice to appear and 
appropriate warnings for undersized fish.  
 



6 

Officers Zenoniani and Birchfield conducted a vessel stop in Stump Pass. Four people 
were on board coming in from the Gulf of Mexico. A resource inspection revealed the 
occupants possessed out of season red snapper. Eight red snapper were on board with 
one being undersized. The occupants were each issued a notice to appear and two of 
the occupants were cited for no valid saltwater fishing license.  
 
LEE COUNTY  
 
Officer Price was on water patrol on the Caloosahatchee River and stopped a vessel for 
violating the manatee zone. The operator exhibited signs of impairment and 
standardized field sobriety tasks were utilized. The operator was arrested for boating 
under the influence and became agitated and began resisting. The subject was secured 
and transported to jail. 
 
 
SOUTH REGION A 
 
CASES 
 
MARTIN COUNTY  
 
Officer Pecko and Investigator Carroll were on vessel patrol conducting boating safety 
inspections, when they observed a boat underway not displaying the required 
navigational lights after sunset. A vessel stop was conducted and during the safety 
inspection, the operator displayed signs of impairment. The operator refused to perform 
field sobriety tasks and was arrested for boating under the influence. He was 
transported to the Martin County Jail where he refused to provide a breath sample. The 
appropriate citations were issued for resisting arrest without violence, absence of 
navigation lights, insufficient number of life jackets, and improper display of registration 
numbers.  
 
 
SOUTH REGION B 
 
CASES 
 
MIAMI DADE COUNTY 
 
Officers Dunn and Presser were on land patrol along Moody canal when Officer Dunn 
observed a bicycle with no one around. Upon closer inspection Officer Dunn spotted an 
individual in the water hiding in the mangrove roots. Officer Dunn observed a speargun 
and dive gear next to a large number of mangrove snapper and several large fish fillets 
laying on the rocks. The individual was ordered out of the water and a saltwater 
resource inspection was conducted. While inspecting the fish at the water’s edge, 
Officer Dunn noticed several fish skins and carcasses in the water. Upon retrieving 
them, they were identified as snook carcasses. The individual was found possession of 
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three speared snook and 11 mangrove snapper. The individual was cited accordingly 
and taken to jail for the resource violations.  
 
Officer Cartaya conducted a livery inspection on an operator shuttling a large group of 
spring breakers to the Pace Picnic Island to ride and rent personal watercraft from his 
pontoon boat. Officer Cartaya told the operator his clients said they had given him a 
deposit for the boat ride to the island and to rent and ride the PWCs. The operator did 
not have a captain’s license, rental agreement or proof of insurance. The operator was 
arrested for multiple livery violations.  
 
COLLIER COUNTY 
 
Officer Oldsen received a tip that two males were spearing illegal fish near the Naples 
Pier. Officer Oldsen conducted a vessel stop on two males matching the description and 
found they possessed one goliath grouper and two out of season gag groupers, one 
which was undersize. The two subjects were cited accordingly.  
 
The Offshore Patrol Vessel CT Randall, captained by Lieutenant Shea, was on patrol 
with First Officer Knutson and Officers Arbogast and Georgevich. During the patrol, 
Officer Knutson and Arbogast launched the small boat to conduct a fisheries and 
license inspection on a commercial blue crab vessel. The officers found that the vessel 
did not have a commercial blue crab endorsement, nor did the vessel have any aerial 
markings or water markings indicating the endorsement numbers and shape and color 
of their crab trap buoy. The violations were addressed accordingly. 
 
DIRECTED CONSERVATION PATROL 
 
COLLIER COUNTY 
 
In respond to beach closures in Collier County, Officers Yurewitch and Plussa 
conducted state park water patrol near Delnor-Wiggins State Park. They encountered 
multiple boats that had landed on state park property and were congregating in an area 
that was closed. Officers provided education to individuals that the beach was a part of 
the state park and was currently closed for public health and safety reasons. Boaters 
understood the situation and departed the beach.  
 
Officer’s Reams and Thurkettle worked a Targeted Enforcement Activity after dark 
focusing on the increase of subjects riding off-road vehicles. The officers stopped 
violators riding the trail systems in the Picayune Strand State Forest during non-
designated forest hours. Several vehicles were stopped for various violations and all 
were addressed accordingly. 
 
MAJOR WILDLIFE ASSISTANCE 
 
COLLIER COUNTY 
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FWC received a report of bears in Golden Gate Estates that had been in a resident’s 
garage and swimming pool. Officers Yurewitch and Plussa responded with Collier 
County Sheriff’s Deputies. Officers were able to direct the bears back into the nearby 
woods and educate the homeowner as to common bear attractants. It was discovered 
the neighbor had improperly secured their trash. Officers relayed this information to the 
local bear biologist who planned a site visit. 
 
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING – EXPANDING PARTICIPATION IN 
CONSERVATION 
 
MONROE COUNTY 
 
Officer Specialist McKay talked with a scout troop staying at John Pennekamp State 
Park on Florida Sea Base sailboats as part of their spring break sailing program. The 
boat captain and advisors suggested Officer Mckay review the proper “Man Overboard” 
drills in a hands-on approach. An older youth was selected and became the “victim” by 
unexpectedly jumping off the docked boat while wearing a PFD. It only took the rest of 
the crew four minutes to “save” their crewmate. A park concession rescue diver, doing 
maintenance work nearby in the water, filled in as a lifeguard for the training exercise. 
The crew, which consisted of 18 Scouts on three different boats, enjoyed their time with 
Officer McKay and the lifesaving practical exercise. 
 


