
 

 

  

 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Restricted Species (RS) Endorsement for Individuals 
PO Box 6150, Tallahassee, FL 32314-6150 

Apply online at MyFWC.com/CLS • (850) 487-3122 

Reprint Fees are Non-Refundable 

STEP 1: PRINT OR TYPE YOUR CONTACT AND LICENSE INFORMATION: 

Name: _______________________________________________________ Social Security #: ______- _ __-____ ____ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________ Date of Birth: _______/_______/_________ 

City: __________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________ Contact Number: (______) ________________ 

Driver’s License Number: __________________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

SPL #’s ___________________________________________ □ Existing RS Endorsement

STEP 2: SELECT ONLY ONE QUALIFYING METHOD OR EXEMPTION AND ATTACH ACCEPTABLE 

DOCUMENTATION (SEE PAGES 2-4 OF THIS APPLICATION). 

Qualifying Methods: 

□ $5,000 in sales of saltwater products to licensed wholesale dealer(s)

□ 25% annual Income attributable to sales of saltwater products

□ 50% of annual income attributable to charter boat operation and $2,500 in sales of saltwater products

Exemptions for qualified commercial harvesters (must have held SPL in prior years):

□ Age 62 or older with no RS (must show $2,500 in sales) – EXEMPTION E

□ Age 62 or older with RS – EXEMPTION A

□ Over age 70 – EXEMPTION F

□ Disabled commercial harvester (must have held SPL prior to disability) – EXEMPTION G

Exemption for purchase of a qualified commercial fishing vessel:

□ Sale of a used commercial fishing vessel by owner qualified for RS – EXEMPTION C

Exemption for immediate family members of qualified commercial harvesters:

□ Death or permanent disablement of a family member with RS – EXEMPTION D

Exemptions for qualified military veterans:

□ Resident disabled military veteran (Must be at least 10% service connected) – EXEMPTION H

□ New RS □ Renewing existing RS endorsement (must show $2,500 in sales)

□ Honorably discharged resident military veteran applying within 48 months (allowed one time per enlistment) – EXEMPTION I

STEP 3: SIGN AND DATE (ATTACH LICENSE REPLACEMENT APPLICATION AND $10 FEE TO REPRINT CARD). 

Under Penalty of Perjury, I declare that I have read and understand the contents of this application and that the facts are true. In addition to any civil or criminal 
penalties imposed by the court, violations may result in administrative penalties imposed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, including, but not 
limited to, fines, license suspension, or license revocation. I pledge myself to the faithful observance of all the laws and lawful regulations of this state regulating the 
conservation, dealing in, taking, selling, transporting and/or possession of fish, seafood and other saltwater products, and cooperation in the enforcement of all such 
laws to every reasonable extent. Chapter 837.06, Florida Statutes (F.S.), provides that whoever knowingly makes a false statement in writing with the intent to mislead 
a public servant in the performance of his official shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in SS. 775.082, 083, and 084, F.S. 
When this application is received by a state agency, the information contained therein becomes public record subject to inspection under provisions of Chapter 119, 
F.S. FWC collects social security numbers for the issuance of recreational and professional fishing or hunting licenses or permits to an individual in accordance with 
S.379.352 F.S. and 42 USC 666 for the purpose of administration of the Title IV-D program for child support enforcement, use by the commission, and as otherwise 
provided by law. 

TOTAL REPRINT FEES DUE TO FWC:   $__________ 

Signature Date 
This application will not be processed without a signature. 

Updated 1/2020

https://MyFWC.com/CLS
https://MyFWC.com/CLS


 

 

 

  

 

Restricted Species (RS) Endorsement for Individuals 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

STEP 1: Print or type your contact and license information. 
STEP 2: Select only one qualifying method or exemption and attach acceptable documentation listed below each. 
STEP 3: Sign and date the application and submit a License Replacement Application form and $10 non-refundable 
Reprint Fee if you are adding the RS and other endorsements to a current, active SPL. Applications will not be 
processed without a signature. 

For fastest processing apply online at MyFWC.com/CLS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

A Saltwater Products License (SPL) (separate application required) with a RS endorsement authorizes commercial 
harvest of marine species designated as "restricted species" in Chapter 68B, F.A.C., and sale of these species to a 
licensed wholesale dealer.  

The RS is not transferrable and is only available to applicants at least 16 years old who submit acceptable 
documentation defined below to support one of the qualification methods or exemption listed on pages 2-4 of this 
application. Restricted species, regulations and requirements are listed on the MyFWC.com Commercial Saltwater 
Licenses page. For federal requirements, contact the Federal Permitting Office (727) 570-5326. 

NOTE: All licenses and endorsements expire on June 30 each year. Qualification for the RS expires (3) three full license 
years from the date of the last qualifying income documentation unless otherwise specified in one of the exemptions 
in STEP 2 on pages 3-4of this application. To retain the endorsement, RS holders must re-qualify by using one of the 
qualifying methods or exemptions listed in STEP 2 of this application. 

ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTATION: 

Definitions: 
Commission Approved Trip Tickets - Copies of Commission approved trip ticket records generated under a valid SPL 
held by the applicant, to prove income from qualifying sales of saltwater products to a licensed wholesale dealer. Do 

not send originals. Note: New applicants may use only those tickets showing sales of non-restricted species. 
Tickets should be legible and show a dollar value to avoid delay in processing. Review and print your reported tickets 
online at MyFWC.com/CLS. 

Out-of-State Sales - Copies of the applicant’s commercial fishing license that was valid at the time of harvest and trip 
tickets or equivalent sales records from locations other than Florida used to prove income from the sale of saltwater 
products.  The license number and dollar value must appear on the sales records. 

Crew Share Statement - A notarized FWC form used to verify the income earned by the applicant from the sale of 
saltwater products that were: 1) lawfully harvested on a commercial vessel while working under a valid license held by 
the employer; and 2) sold to a licensed wholesale dealer who reported trip tickets for the employer’s license.  The form 
must be signed by the individual or owner of the business who held the license to which the sales were reported. 

CPA Statement - A notarized FWC form signed by a Certified Public Accountant attesting to the applicant’s total 
qualifying income during 1 of the last 3 years. The CPA Statement may be used only to determine total income. The 
income must be from the same year as the sales used to determine the percentage of total income. 

Complete Tax Return - A copy of the applicant’s complete Federal Income Tax Return from at least 1 of the last 3 years, 
including IRS Forms, 1099 or W2, and any other schedules and attachments. If using a joint return, provide all 
attachments necessary to separate your spouse’s/dependent’s income. Tax returns may be used only to determine the 
applicant’s total income.  Verified sales must be for the same tax year. 

For more info go to MyFWC.com/license/commercial/saltwater 
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Restricted Species (RS) Endorsement for Individuals 

COMPLETEING STEP 2: QUALIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS. 

Income requirements for qualifying methods: 
$5,000 in Sales: Must show $5,000 in sales of saltwater products to a licensed Wholesale Dealer, under a 
valid SPL, in any 12 consecutive months of the previous 36 months. Acceptable documentation: 

• Commission approved trip tickets 
• Crew share statement 
• Out-of-state sales (copy of commercial fishing license and trip tickets) 

Exclude active military duty when determining the 12 consecutive months used to qualify. 
Acceptable documentation: Proof of active duty service 

25 % Annual Income: If sales are less than $5,000, must show that 25% of total income came from the sale of 
saltwater products to a licensed Wholesale Dealer. Sales must be from the same tax year. Acceptable 
documentation: 

• Copy of a complete tax return is required 
• Commission approved trip tickets 
• Crew share statement 
• CPA statement 

Charter Boat Operation: Must show 50% of the applicant’s total annual income came from Charter Boat 
operations and $2,500 in sales to a licensed Wholesale Dealer during the same tax year. Acceptable 
documentation: 

• Copy of a complete tax return is required 
• Commission approved trip tickets 
• Crew share statement 

Exemptions from income requirements (for qualified commercial harvesters only): 
Age 62 or older with no RS – Must be commercial harvester age 62 or older and show $2500 or more in 
landings in any 12 consecutive months of the previous 36 months. Only issued on an Individual or Crew SPL. 
Acceptable documentation: 

• Commission approved trip tickets 
• Crew share statement 
• Out-of-state sales (copy of commercial fishing license and trip tickets) 

Age 62 or older with RS - A commercial harvester who has qualified for the RS for at least 3 of the last 5 years 
and is age 62 or older can qualify for a permanent RS. Issued on individual, crew or vessel SPL. Acceptable 
documentation: 

• Commission approved trip tickets 
• Crew share statement 
• Out-of-state sales (copy of commercial fishing license and trip tickets) 

Over age 70 - A commercial harvester who has held a SPL for at least 3 of the last 5 years and is age 70 or 
older can qualify for a permanent RS. Only issued on an Individual SPL or Crew SPL. 
Commercial harvesters who have become disabled - A Florida resident commercial harvester who held a SPL 
for at least 3 of the last 5 license years prior to the date of disability and was certified to be totally and 
permanently disabled is exempt from the income requirements. Only issued on an Individual or crew SPL. 
Acceptable documentation: 

• Social Security Administration letter (must show date of disability and provide statement of benefits 
letter to requalify each year) 
• Veteran’s Affair letter (must show date of disability) 
• Physician’s statement 

For more info go to MyFWC.com/license/commercial/saltwater 
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Restricted Species (RS) Endorsement for Individuals 

Exemption for purchase of a used commercial fishing vessel: 
Upon the sale of a used commercial fishing vessel at least 16 feet in length, actively registered for 
commercial use at time of sale by the seller, and owned by a person, firm or corporation possessing or 
eligible for a RS endorsement through any qualifying method other than sale of a used vessel; the purchaser 
of such vessel shall be exempted from the qualifying income requirement for a period of one (1) full license 
year from the date of purchase of vessel. The endorsement will only be added to a vessel SPL issued to the 
vessel purchased. Required documentation: 

• Copy of original title or notarized coast guard bill of sale showing purchase price
• Copy of vessel registration from seller showing commercial use (must have been valid at time of

sale)
• New title showing sale price and buyer as owner
• Copy of new vessel registration showing commercial use
• Vessel SPL card, if valid at time of application

Note: Income requirements must be met to renew the endorsement after (1) full license year. 

Exemption for immediate family members of commercial harvesters: 
Upon the death or permanent disablement of a person possessing a RS endorsement, an immediate family 
member wishing to carry on the fishing operation, who applies within three (3) years of the date of death or 
disablement, shall have the income requirement waived for a period of one (1) full license year. 
Acceptable documentation: 

• Copy of death certificate
• Proof of relationship
• Proof of disability

Note: Income requirements must be met to renew the endorsement after (1) full license year. 

Exemptions for military veterans: 
Resident disabled military veteran - A Florida resident certified to have at least 10% service-related disability 
by the US Dept. of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor, or by any branch of the US Armed Forces, shall have 
the income requirement waived for a period of one (1) full license year. Only issued on an individual or crew 
SPL. 
Acceptable documentation: 

New RS: 
• Discharge/disability documentation (required if applying)
Renewing existing RS endorsement (issued for three (3) full license years):
• Commission Approved trip tickets (showing at least $2500 in sales)
• Crew share statement

Honorably discharged resident military veteran - The income requirement for the RS endorsement shall be 
waived for a period of one (1) full license year from the end of the current license year (June 30th) for any 
Florida resident military veteran who applies to the Commission within 48 months of an honorable discharge 
from any branch of the US Armed Forces, the Reserves, the FL. National Guard or the Coast Guard. Only 
issued on an Individual or crew SPL. 
Acceptable documentation: 

• Discharge documentation
Note: This exemption is allowed one time per military enlistment. Income requirements must be met to 
renew the endorsement after (1) full license year. 

For more info go to MyFWC.com/license/commercial/saltwater 
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