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“The land has many species that are flourishing. We 

help a lot, and things are good. We were taught by 

FWC people and paperwork in the past” 

–Survey respondent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The future of Florida’s fish and 

wildlife greatly depends upon 

decisions made by private 

landowners who own and manage 

nearly two-thirds of the land area in 

the state. The Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(FWC) recognizes the critical role of 

private landowners, and the agency 

is engaged in multiple efforts to 

support conservation on private 

lands. 

In 2019, FWC administered a 

‘Florida Private Landowner Survey’. 

The survey was conducted to better 

understand and document private 

landowner needs associated with 

wildlife and habitat management. 

The results will help FWC’s 

Landowner Assistance Program 

tailor services to landowner needs. 

The survey results help us to 

understand landowner 

demographics, current management 

trends, and landowner preferences 

for engagement or assistance.  

We thank you for taking the time to 

complete the survey, if you did so.  

 

 

 

This booklet was produced for 

private landowners and other 

interested parties. The booklet 

shares information about the survey 

results and provides some key 

resources for more information or 

assistance. We hope you find the 

booklet interesting and useful. 

While conservation on public lands 

is important for wildlife conservation, 

these areas are often insufficient to 

provide enough suitable habitat for 

healthy wildlife populations. 

Therefore, wildlife conservation 

agencies such as FWC also work 

with private landowners who are 

interested in voluntarily managing 

for wildlife and habitat on private 

lands. 

The FWC recognizes the 

importance of designing programs 

and outreach that reflect 

stakeholder needs. This survey is 

one method by which the agency 

can collect information about the 

wildlife-related needs of Floridians. 
 
Sincerely,  
Seth Lutter & Anthony Grossman 
 
Office of Conservation Planning 
Services, FWC

 
 



“This survey was very important to our agency. By 

better understanding landowner needs and concerns, 

we are able to provide programs to directly support 

their wildlife and habitat management interests” 

              –Jennifer Goff, Director, Conservation Planning Services 
 
 
 
 

 

METHODS 

We developed a mail survey for 

this study with input from FWC 

biologists, FWC social science 

staff, and private landowners. 

The questionnaire included 

questions about land 

management activities, wildlife 

conflict, management assistance, 

and basic demographics. There 

were also questions about 

interactions with FWC, and open-

ended spaces for comments. The 

target audience for the survey 

were landowners who owned 20 

or more acres in Florida. 

Addresses were obtained using 

the Florida property tax parcel 

database. Surveys were sent to a 

random sample of 5,000 

landowners, using a three- 

contact mailing. This included a 

survey, a replacement survey, 

and a post card reminder. 

RESULTS 

The survey was mailed to 5000 

randomly selected private 

landowners across the state. Of 

the 4,795 deliverable addresses, 

we received 1,340 responses for 

an overall response rate of 

27.9%.  

 

Survey respondents owned a total of 

more than 686,000 acres of land across 

the state.  

DEMOGRAPHICS 

The majority of respondents were 

Florida residents (86.9%). Most 

respondents were male (69.4%) and 

most identified as white (88.3%). The 

median age of survey respondents was 

60-70 years old. Respondents owned a 

median of 101-500 acres of land. Sixty-

six respondents owned or managed 

more than 5,000 acres of land. The 

most common land uses were pine 

forest (54.5%) and range/pasture 

(54.2%). 

 

LAND MANAGEMENT 

Respondents were asked about their 

use of several conservation related 

practices over the past 5-year period. 

The most commonly used practices 

were exotic vegetation control and roller 

chopping. The majority (82.8%) of 

respondents had used at least one of 

the management practices in the last 

five years. 20.4% of respondents 

indicated that in the past 5 years they 

had been prevented from implementing 

a desired habitat management action. 

Of these respondents, 42.1% said that 

cost was a barrier to their management, 

and 22.3% said time was a barrier.  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The main desired management 

actions were prescribed burning 

(29%), timber management 

(13%), and planting native plants 

and trees (12%).  

WILDLIFE CONFLICT 

A wide range of wildlife species 

had caused problems for 

landowners on their property. The 

two most commonly reported 

problem species were wild hogs 

(27%) and coyote (21%). Property 

damage, crop damage, and 

livestock predation were the 

primary wildlife issues reported.  

ASSISTANCE 

Plans 

Written land management plans can 

help provide landowners with guidance 

on how to manage habitat and wildlife 

on their property. Several organizations 

in Florida can assist private landowners 

with writing land management plans.  

Overall, 54% of respondents were 

aware that some government agencies 

assist landowners with preparing land 

management plans. About a quarter 

(22%) of respondents had a written 

management plan for their property. 

Landowners who did not currently have 

a written management plan were asked 

their interest in using a land 

management plan in the future. About 

half (51%) of landowners without 

management plans were at least slightly 

interested in future use of a plan. 
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Cost Share 

Several government agencies at 
the federal and state level offer 
reimbursement programs to offset 
habitat management costs for 
private landowners. Overall, 39% 
of respondents were aware that 
some government agencies 
provide this type of financial 
assistance for habitat 
management. Only 8% of 
respondents had participated in a 
financial assistance program for 
habitat improvement in the past 5 
years. The primary organizations 
that provided landowners with 
financial assistance were the 
USDA and the Florida Forest 
Service. More than half (56%) of 
respondent landowners were at 
least slightly interested in future 
participation in a financial 
assistance program.  

Technical Assistance 

Several organizations in Florida 
offer technical workshops on 
wildlife habitat improvement in 
which private landowners can 
participate. Overall, 38% of 
respondents were aware that 
some government agencies 
provide technical workshops on 
habitat improvement.  

 

 

 

 

Only 7% of respondents had 
participated in a technical workshop 
related to wildlife habitat improvement in 
the past 5 years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The primary organizations that provided 
respondents with workshops were 
University of Florida Extension, FWC, 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture, and the Florida Forest 
Service. More than half (58%) of 
respondent landowners were at least 
slightly interested in future participation 
in a workshop. Twenty-four percent of 
landowners indicated they had a land 
management plan. Most management 
plans were developed with assistance 
from the Florida Forest Service, private 
consultants, or the USDA.

59%
31%

7% 3%

Habitat Workshop 
Awareness (1,340 responses) 

Not Aware

Aware

Participant

No Response

Photo: FWC 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

For a more detailed report of the 

survey findings, please visit 

https://myfwc.com/conservation/spe

cial-initiatives/lap/lap-services/ to 

download a copy. 

 

Below, you will find brief 

descriptions of several important 

resources. We have also included 

phone numbers for the FWC 

regional offices. We encourage you 

to contact FWC or a UF/ IFAS 

Extension office for more 

information about available 

programs and how to apply.  

 

Landowner Assistance Program  

Administered by the FWC, this 

program seeks to improve habitat 

conditions for high priority habitats. 

FWC biologists meet with 

landowners to recommend habitat 

improvement techniques that are 

compatible with landowner priorities 

and connect them with available 

technical and financial resources. 

The FWC and their partners also 

offer technical wildlife management 

workshops year-round for the 

public.  

 

Florida Land Steward Partnership  

A collaborative effort between several 

conservation organizations, the Florida 

Land Steward Partnership hosts a 

website with a calendar of workshops, 

tours, and other events; a link to the 

current newsletter; updates on cost-

share and other assistance programs, 

opportunities, and resources; and 

other stewardship-related news and 

information. Contact cdemers@ufl.edu 

to subscribe to biweekly and quarterly 

email newsletters.  

 

Forest Stewardship Program  

Administered by the Florida Forest 

Service, this program helps 

landowners with at least 20 acres of 

forest land to develop plans to improve 

forests and the environment. To learn 

more visit: 

https://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-

Offices/Florida-Forest-Service 
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“Thank you for making us more aware of your programs 
and services. We would like more information.” 

–Survey respondent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

UF/ IFAS Wildlife Extension 
The University of Florida Wildlife 
Extension office offers many 
wildlife and habitat management 
programs for private landowners 
in Florida. You should contact 
your county extension office for 
more information. 
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

 

Farm Bill Programs 
The Natural Resources 

Conservation Service and Farm 

Service Agency administer several 

federal programs designed to 

assist landowners, groups, and 

communities with conservation 

and maintenance of natural 

resources. To learn more visit:  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/po

rtal/nrcs/site/fl/home/ 

 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 

Administered by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, this federal 

program seeks to efficiently 

achieve voluntary habitat 

restoration on private lands, 

through financial and technical 

assistance, for the benefit of 

Federal Trust Species. 

https://www.fws.gov/partners/  

 

 

 

FWC Contact Information             
Please contact your regional FWC 
office by phone or email. They can 
provide you with more information 
regarding private lands programs and 
answer questions you may have.  

Statewide Supervisor                                  
Anthony Grossman                                                      
850-410-5268 

Northwest Region                                  
Arlo Kane                                                      
850-767-3616 

Southwest Region                                       
Luis Gonzalez                                          
863-648-3200 

North Central Region                              
Ginger Morgan                                     
386-758-0525  

Northeast/ South Regions                           
Mark Asleson                                       
352-732-1225 

You can also find e-mail addresses for 
the FWC private lands regional 
coordinators here: 
https://myfwc.com/conservation/special
-initiatives/lap/contact-us/
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