
          
        

  

      

   

   

      

       

South Atlantic Council Updates 

Review and Discussion 
December 11, 2019 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

This is a review and discussion of items from the South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council’s (Council) December 2-6 meeting in Wilmington, NC. 

Division: Marine Fisheries Management 
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Contact Phone Number: 850-487-0554 
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Unless otherwise noted, images throughout the presentation are by FWC. 
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Council Actions 
King mackerel commercial vessel limits - final action 

• Volusia - Miami-Dade counties 
• Approved increasing the winter vessel limit from 50 to 100 fish 
• Emergency action raised the 2019/20 limit to 75 fish 

Future red snapper seasons - final action 
• Removed constraint preventing seasons shorter than 4 days 

Dolphin and wahoo 
• Requested reassessment of catch limit recommendations 
• Postponed discussion on management changes 

King mackerel and red snapper 
changes pending approval by U.S. Secretary of Commerce 

The Council approved a 100-fish commercial vessel limit for the king mackerel winter season (October 
through February), which is a 50-fish increase. This applies in federal waters off Volusia through 
Miami-Dade counties. The Commission could match the federal increase in state waters. This change 
addresses fishermen’s concerns that a 50-fish limit minimizes profit and discourages them from 
carrying crew, which affects safety-at-sea issues. It will also help fishermen catch more of their quota, 
which they have been under by 60% since the 2015/16 season. This could take effect in the 2020/21 
season if approved by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce. For the 2019/20 season, NOAA Fisheries and 
FWC temporarily increased the vessel limit to 75 fish. 

The Council approved removal of a constraint prohibiting recreational or commercial Atlantic red 
snapper seasons that are shorter than four days. As a reminder, NOAA Fisheries sets the length of the 
recreational season each year based on estimates of how long it will take anglers to catch the 
recreational quota. Without this change, there would be no season if NOAA Fisheries thought the 
quota would be caught in three or fewer days. This action must be approved by the U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce. For perspective, the Atlantic recreational season was five days in 2019. 

For the commercial Atlantic red snapper season, the Council reversed their proposal to start the 
season on May 1 and chose to leave it the second Monday in July. This matches Commission 
direction to FWC staff and is supported by fishermen and seafood dealers from Florida. 

The Council’s Science and Statistical Committee (SSC) recommended new acceptable biological catch 
(ABC) limits for dolphin and wahoo. The dolphin and wahoo ABCs, which are used to set the quotas, 
are based upon historic catches because there are no stock assessments for these fish. The SSC 
based the new ABCs on several factors, such as revised recreational estimates and incorporating 
Monroe County landings into the catch history. Based on concerns about the SSC’s chosen time series 
used to set the ABCs, the Council asked the SSC to reconsider the time series and provide new ABC 
recommendations in June. 

Because the Council believes the ABC recommendations will influence decisions on potential dolphin 
and wahoo management changes, such as reducing recreational vessel limits for dolphin and revising 
sector allocations, they postponed further discussion on these topics until June 2020. 
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No Direction Requested 

• Input on Council items is welcome 
• Next meeting is March 2-6 in Jekyll Island, GA 

No specific direction is requested at this time; however, input on Council items is always 
welcome. 

The next Council meeting is March 2-6 in Jekyll Island, GA. 
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