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Summary of revised language: Incorporates the Species Conservation Measures and Permitting Guidelines for the snowy egret and 
white ibis.  Revisions reference the current take prohibition in 68A-4.001, F.A.C., and state that Commission-approved Guidelines 
can provide authorizations for take.  

 
 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE - 68A-16.003, F.A.C. 
 

RULE TITLE: Non-listed Migratory Bird Nests 

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS AS FOLLOWS: 
68A-16.003 Non-Listed Migratory Birds, Nests, and Eggs. 

For birds identified by the United States Departments of Interior or Commerce in 50 C.F.R. §10.13, List of Migratory Birds (effective 
09/2016, which is hereby incorporated by reference at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07922), and not listed 
in chapter 68A-27 or rule 68A-16.002, F.A.C., the following apply: 

(1) Take of birds, nests, and eggs is prohibited pursuant to 68A-4.001, F.A.C., without a permit or authorization, except as 
authorized in Commission-approved guidelines. The following Species Conservation Measures and Permitting Guidelines from the 
Commission are hereby incorporated by reference and can be found online at the following links: 

(a) Osprey, Pandion haliaetus, effective September 2018 (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-10431);  
(b) Snowy egret, Egretta thula, effective December 2019 (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-_____*); 
(c) White ibis, Eudocimus albus, effective December 2019, (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-_____*). 
(21) The possession, sale, purchase, barter, transport, import, export, or collection of an inactive or active nest (meaning a nest 

containing eggs or flightless young) or parts thereof are prohibited by the Commission without appropriate Federal authorization or 
as authorized in Commission-approved guidelines (incorporated by reference on June 25, 2019, Osprey – 
https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-10431). 

(32) Notwithstanding the prohibitions in subsection (21), onsite destruction of an inactive nest (meaning a nest that does not 
contain eggs or flightless young) or parts thereof is permitted by the Commission but may require Federal authorization. 

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 3-2-17, Amended 6-25-
19, __________. 

NOTE: Staff is requesting Commission approval to advertise the proposed amendment and file for adoption as soon as 
possible.  If the rule amendment is approved for both advertisement and final adoption, Commission staff will file the rule 
for adoption as allowed by s. 120.54(3) Florida Statutes, without further public hearing. 
 
*The PDF of these draft guidelines can be found at https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/species-guidelines/. The final 
hyperlink to the Commission-approved guidelines will be inserted into the final rule.  
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